
http://www.normanlanejrmemorialproject.org/ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

December 13, 2022 
 
To Friends of Norman Lane, 
 
From Matthew 2:16-18 (King James Version), 
 
16 Then Herod, when he saw that he was mocked of the wise men, was exceeding wroth, and sent 
 forth, and slew all the children that were in Bethlehem, and in all the coasts thereof, from two 
 years old and under, according to the time which he had diligently inquired of the wise men. 
17 Then was fulfilled that which was spoken by Jeremy the prophet, saying, 
18 In Rama was there a voice heard, lamentation, and weeping, and great mourning, Rachel weeping 
 for her children, and would not be comforted, because they are not. 
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Massacre of the Innocents, Pieter Bruegel the Elder, circa 1565-1567, Royal Collection Trust. 
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The Massacre of the Innocents is found in the story of the Nativity and is presumed to have taken place 
during the period closely following Jesus’ birth, prior to Herod’s death in 4 BC. Among the most 
significant paintings to portray the story is Massacre of the Innocents (Pieter Bruegel the Elder, circa 
1565-1567; see image on page 1) which sets the incident as a contemporary Flemish atrocity committed 
by the army of Philip II of Spain. While in the possession of the Holy Roman Emperor, Rudolph II (1522-
1612), the original images of slaughtered infants were painted over with details such as bundles, food, and 
animals. These historically significant alterations were retained in the 1988 restoration of the painting, 
which is held in Windsor Castle by the Royal Collection Trust. 
 

* * * 
 
The Christmas season of 2022, more than 2,000 years after Herod’s murder of all (male) children in 
Bethlehem under two years of age, provides two somber anniversaries from the American military 
experience in Vietnam. The first, the Battle of Ap Bac, took place 60 years ago, on January 2, 1963, in 
Dinh Tuong (now part of Tien Giang) province, southwest of Saigon (now Ho Chi Minh City). Ten years 
later Operation Linebacker II, referred to as “the 11 days of Christmas” in Marshall Michel’s 2002 book 
title, took place over December 18-29, 1972, in the skies over North Vietnam. These missions, which 
deployed scores of B-52 bombers from the Strategic Air Command (SAC) and focused on targets in 
Hanoi, Haiphong, and other locations, occurred over a 12-night period, Monday, December 18, through 
Friday, December 29. The possibility of any Christmas night missions was precluded by a 36-hour 
bombing halt.   
 
One very thorough account of the Battle of Ap Bac, which occurred on the second day of 1963, is the 
chapter, “The Battle of Ap Bac,” in Neil Sheehan’s Pulitzer Prize-winning A Bright Shining Lie: John 
Paul Vann and America in Vietnam, published in 1988. Two other notable accounts are provided by 
Stanley Karnow in Vietnam: A History (1983) and by George Herring in America’s Longest War: The 
United States and Vietnam, 1950-1975. For this story, newspaper accounts from the Honolulu Star-
Bulletin and the Pacific Stars & Stripes, published in the days following the battle, were also very helpful, 
as was the Coffelt Database. A brief synopsis from Professor Herring’s text follows: 
 
 The NLF [National Liberation Front]1 resurgence was dramatically manifested in January 1963 in 
 one of the most important battles of the Second Indochina War.2 A U.S. adviser, the aggressive 
 and charismatic Lt. Col. John Paul Vann [see Sheehan’s A Bright Shining Lie, referenced above], 
 persuaded his ARVN [Army of the Republic of Vietnam] division commander to attack three NLF 
 units near the village of Ap Bac. But the South Vietnamese  dallied for a day, enabling the 
 insurgents to learn of the attack and prepare deadly defenses. The ARVN outnumbered the NLF 
 by 10 to 1—the textbook ratio for fighting guerrillas. But at the first sign of resistance, the 
 attackers balked. One group refused to advance. Others failed to block enemy escape routes. 
 Smaller NLF units encircled the attackers and inflicted huge losses on them and the relief forces 
 sent by [US Army] helicopter. The battle ended, ingloriously, with the South Vietnamese firing on 
 one another while the NLF slipped away. The vastly superior ARVN forces suffered 61 dead and 
 100 wounded; two helicopters were shot down. The NLF left only 3 bodies behind.3 Thinking in 
 entirely conventional terms, the MACV [Military Assistance Command Vietnam] claimed victory 
 because the enemy had vacated the field of battle, a view scathingly dismissed by some skeptical 
 American journalists and top White House advisers. The battle proved to the NLF that they could 
 stand up to and defeat even those ARVN forces with U.S. equipment and advisers. Morale soared. 
 Ap Bac reversed the trend of U.S.—South Vietnamese gains and started the GVN [Government of 
 (South) Vietnam] on a downhill slide. It represented a major turning point of the war.  
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Notes: 
1The NLF was the revolutionary, Communist-led organization founded in South Vietnam in 1960, at 
Hanoi’s direction. The Viet Cong functioned as the military arm of the NLF.  
 
2The First Indochina War, pitting the Democratic Republic of Vietnam and the Viet Minh, led by Ho Chi 
Minh, against France, concluded in 1954 with the Geneva Accords. 
 
3The report in Sheehan’s more detailed account states that in approximately five minutes of shooting, the 
Viet Cong force had shot down four helicopters. This number includes one H-21 helicopter that had been 
so badly damaged that it had to land in a rice paddy over a mile away. About 90 minutes later, another H-
21 was badly damaged and had to fly back. Sheehan also puts the number of ARVN killed at about 80, 
with well over 100 wounded. He gives enemy casualties as 18 killed and 39 wounded.   
 
Neil Sheehan (1936-2021), then a Vietnam War correspondent for United Press International (UPI), drove 
from Saigon to the Tan Hiep village center4 that evening with two other correspondents, having heard the 
news from the fighting during the day. Speaking with Lt. Col. John Paul Vann, he heard the senior U.S. 
adviser say, “They were brave men. They gave a good account of themselves today.” Vann was speaking 
of the Viet Cong guerrillas. 
  
Notes: 
4Refer to the map (page 4, top). Tan Hiep, in present-day Tien Giang province, is a little more than 30 
miles southwest of Ho Chi Minh City. At the time of the battle, the airstrip for My Tho was located there. 
The ARVN 7th Infantry Division and Lt. Col. Vann’s advisory detachment were headquartered at My 
Tho, and the airstrip (six miles away) was used for their airborne operations. The Tan Hiep airstrip was 
about 10 miles from the scene of the January 2 battle. 
 

* * * 
 
Three American soldiers (see photos, page 5, top) were killed in the fighting on January 2, 1963. Army 
Capt. Kenneth Good was a 32-year-old West Point graduate (Class of 1952) and father of three children, 
ages 4-9. He had served as an Army ROTC instructor at the University of Hawaii for three years before 
volunteering for duty in Vietnam. He had been there since July 1962 and was serving as senior US 
military adviser to the 2nd Battalion, 11th Regiment, of the ARVN 7th Infantry Division. His 
commanding officer, Military Assistance and Advisory Group Vietnam (MAAGV), was Lt. Col. John 
Paul Vann (see page 2), the 38-year-old Korean War veteran who had become the chief adviser to the 7th 
Division the previous May. In a 2005 post on Capt. Good’s Virtual Wall site, his younger daughter 
included an excerpt from a letter her father had written to his parents, shortly before leaving for Vietnam: 
 
 Naturally, I volunteered for professional reasons, but I also was motivated by a desire to do 
 something really worthwhile for our country. I feel that Communism is just like the weather - 
 everybody talks about it but nobody does anything about it. I also feel that more people should 
 take to heart what JFK said in his inaugural address about asking yourself what you can do for 
 your country [https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TE3FTorJoGQ]. 
 
On January 2, 1963, the color of Kenneth Good’s idealism, of his sense of duty, honor, and country, was 
red . . . red as his blood, as it flowed thin onto the field of battle; he was mortally wounded as he 
approached the hamlet of Tan Thoi and the targeted Viet Cong radio transmitter from the north. Neil 
Sheehan described the incident: 
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 Vann’s favorite battalion advisor and the most popular officer in the detachment, Capt. Kenneth 
 Good, . . . had perished because he had gone forward on a reconnaissance to try to get the stalled 
 [ARVN 2nd] battalion moving. He had been wounded and needlessly bled to death because the 
 ARVN captain he was with failed to report that he was hit. It was two hours before he was 
 accidentally discovered by another advisor and Vann could have him evacuated to the [Tan Hiep] 
 airstrip, where he died in a few minutes. 
 
The Associated Press report that appeared in the Pacific Stars & Stripes five days after the Battle of Ap 
Bac had a three-column headline: “Death in Vietnam Paddy War—A Captain’s Dream Is Cut Short.” Lt. 
Col. Vann spoke of his favorite adviser: “That man would have been a general some day. He was one of 
the most competent, knowledgeable officers in the country.” 
 
Two other American soldiers, both helicopter crew members, died that day at Ap Bac. With two Army H-
21 transport helicopters downed in the field, the command pilot of the Huey gunship platoon attempted a  

The Battle of Ap Bac: Wednesday, January 2, 1963. The larger 1967 map includes the Saigon Military District, the 
tactical zones III Corps and IV Corps, and the southern part of II Corps. These boundaries are given as heavy red 
lines. The smaller map, adapted from one that appears in A Bright Shining Lie, expands on the area within the black 
square of the larger map. With respect to the battle, the key locations of (1) Bac and Tan Thoi, (2) Tan Hiep, and 
(3) My Tho are indicated with red rectangles, as is the capital of Saigon.   
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rescue (see photo, page 6). Hammered by enemy gunfire as it ended its approach, the helicopter flipped 
over on its side and crashed into the rice paddy about 50 yards from the two H-21s whose crews it had 
intended to rescue. Sgt. William Deal was the 35-year-old African American crew chief, a 16-year Army 
veteran, and he apparently died instantly when he was struck by a communist bullet. Neil Sheehan adds 
an exceptionally poignant note to Sgt. Deal’s story: 
 
 In this first of America’s televised wars, Deal’s seven-year-old son back home in Mays Landing, 
 New Jersey, saw his daddy in action on television the day he learned that his father was dead. The 
 family was watching a news broadcast, and a film clip of an earlier helicopter operation was 
 shown. “Look, that’s my daddy!” the boy yelled to his mother. Six hours later a telegram came 
 from the Pentagon. 
 
Spec. 4 Donald Braman of Radcliff, Kentucky was the 21-year-old crew chief of the second H-21 that had 
been shot out of commission on landing in the rice paddy. When found by Sgt. 1st Class Arnold Bowers, 
in the midst of the battle, Spec. 4 Braman was coherent and did not appear to be seriously hurt. During 
their brief visit Braman took his wallet from his pocket and showed Bowers a photo of his wife. “Gee, I 
sure hope I get home to see her again,” he told his would-be rescuer. But given his evaluation of 
Braman’s condition, Bowers decided it would be safer for the wounded American to remain in his 
downed helicopter than in the filthy water of the rice paddy. Telling Braman that he would remain nearby, 
Bowers rolled out of the downed H-21, again attracting the unwelcome attention of enemy gunners. A 
subsequent visit revealed Braman’s physical condition to appear to be holding stable. But as Sheehan 
writes in his account, “He [Braman] was starting to become emotional because the lonely waiting was 
weakening his nerve.” Returning a third time with Capt. Robert Mays, Sgt. Bowers climbed into the H-21 
that had been the lonely home to wounded Spec. 4 Donald Braman now for three-and-a-half hours. As 

Three American soldiers died in the Battle of Ap Bac. From left to right, they are: Army Capt. Kenneth Good, a 
senior military adviser, Sgt. William Deal, crew chief of the Huey gunship that was shot down, and Spec. 4 Donald 
Braman, crew chief of the second H-21 transport helicopter that was shot down. Photos from the VVMF Wall of 
Faces. 
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Sheehan writes, “The boy was dead. Bowers was stunned and could not believe it at first. . . . The notion 
that he [Bowers] was somehow responsible for Braman’s death was to haunt Bowers in the years ahead.” 
 

A UPI report (possibly filed by 
Neil Sheehan), also appearing 
in the January 7 Pacific Stars 
& Stripes, began: “The bodies 
of three American fighting 
men were flown home 
Saturday [January 5] in flag-
draped coffins. . . . They died 
in heroism and frustration.” 
The article went on to state 
that the Battle of Ap Bac “was 
one of the government’s 
costliest battles against the 
Viet Cong and it brought to 30 
the number of Americans 
killed in action in the Republic 
of Vietnam.”  
 

* * * 
 
Saturday, November 2, 1963, 
came 10 months after the 
deaths of Kenneth Good, 
William Deal, and Donald 
Braman in the Battle of Ap 
Bac. On this Saturday, South 

Vietnamese President Ngo Dinh Diem would die, brutally murdered with his brother following a military 
coup in Saigon. In a short memoir that President Kennedy dictated to himself on the following Monday, 
November 4, he acknowledged that “we must bear a good deal of responsibility for it [the coup]. . . . The 
way he [Diem] was killed was particularly abhorrent.” The events of November 22-25, 1963, three short 
weeks later, are known to us all. This video (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mTpVN-LSmEM) 
provides a synopsis, with film clips from the Kennedy inaugural speech and audio excerpts from his 
September 1963 interview with Walter Cronkite for CBS Evening News, from his November 4 memoir on 
the Diem murder, and from the events of November 25, 1963. 
 

* * * 
 

More than nine years passed; it was now June 1972. John Paul Vann retired from the Army on July 31, 
1963, almost seven full months after the Battle of Ap Bac. But he returned to Vietnam in March 1965 as a 
civilian provincial pacification representative for the US Agency for International Development (AID). 
By May 1971 he was the senior adviser for the II Corps Tactical Zone, which included the Central 
Highlands. As Neil Sheehan writes, “The influence he [Vann] wielded within the U.S. civil-military 
bureaucracy and the Saigon government structure made him the most important American in the country 
after the ambassador and the commanding general in Saigon. His accumulated expertise and aptitude for 
this war made him the one irreplaceable American in Vietnam.”  
 

One of the banana-shaped H-21helicopters was shot out of commission while 
landing in the paddy field in front of Bac. The second H-21 suffered the same 
fate in an attempt to rescue the first crew. The crashed Huey (see text) is 
behind and to the left. Sgt. William Deal died aboard the Huey, and Spec. 4 
Donald Braman died in one of the H-21s. Photo credit: A Bright Shining Lie, 
by Neil Sheehan.  
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On the night of June 9, 1972, the helicopter carrying John Paul Vann from Pleiku to Kontum crashed in 
bad weather, killing “the one irreplaceable American in Vietnam” instantly. He was buried at Arlington 
National Cemetery the following Friday, June 16, with full military honors. Afterwards, Vann’s family 
met in the Oval Office with President Nixon, Secretary of State Rogers, and Secretary of Defense Laird. 

 
Two days later, in its issue 
of Sunday, June 18, 1972, 
the Washington Post ran a 
three-column front-page 
story: “5 Held in Plot to 
Bug Democrats’ Office 
Here.” At 2:30 a.m. 
Saturday, June 17, five 
men had been arrested at 
gunpoint by three plain-
clothes officers of the 
metropolitan police 
department in a sixth-floor 
office at the Watergate, 
where the Democratic 
National Committee 
occupied the entire floor.  
 
   *   *   * 

 
In a nationally televised 
address on the evening of 
October 31, 1968, 

President Johnson had halted the bombing of North Vietnam: 
 
 I have now ordered that all air, naval, and artillery bombardment of North Vietnam cease as of 8 
 a.m., Washington time, Friday morning [November 1]. 
 
 I have reached this decision on the basis of the developments in the Paris talks. 
 
 And I have reached it in the belief that this action can lead to progress toward a peaceful 
 settlement of the Vietnamese war. . . .  
 
But the president’s belief was false . . . 
 
More than four years later, the magnitude of Lyndon Johnson’s fallacy was met with a proportional 
response, and at 2:41 p.m. local time on Monday, December 18, 1972, the first of 28 B-52 bombers rolled 
out on the runway at Andersen Air Force Base, Guam. Their targets were a huge storage facility at Kinh 
No, just north of Hanoi, and the Yen Vien railroad yard. Operation Linebacker II, “the 11 days of 
Christmas,” was underway. 
 

* * * 
 

Four days before, at 3:54 p.m. EST, December 14, the last men to explore the surface of the Moon had 
completed their exploration and had begun their return to Earth. The two astronauts aboard the Apollo 17 

President Nixon met with the family of Army Lt. Col. John Paul Vann (Ret.), 
following his funeral service at Arlington National Cemetery. The ceremony was 
scheduled for noon EDT on Friday, June 16, 1972. A little more than 36 hours 
later, five men were arrested after breaking into the offices of the Democratic 
National Committee at the Watergate. Six months later, on December 14, the 
president ordered the Christmas bombings of North Vietnam. Photo credit: A 
Bright Shining Lie, by Neil Sheehan. 
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lunar module left a plaque mounted on the descent stage which stayed behind. The plaque inscription 
ended: “May the spirit of peace in which we came be reflected in the lives of all mankind.” By the time 
the Apollo 17 astronauts returned to Earth, splashing down at 2:25 p.m. EST on Thursday, December 19, 
the second night of Linebacker II missions was well underway. 
 
Three B-52s were shot down, two from Andersen and one from the Royal Thai Air Force Base at U-
Tapao, during the first night of the operation. All seven members of one crew were rescued, but five men 
were killed and seven taken POW from the other two crews (the B-52 normally carried a crew of six men: 
pilot, copilot, radar navigator, navigator, electronic warfare officer, and tail gunner). Fortunately, there 
would be no losses on the second night, December 19. But the third mission on the night of December 20 
would bring catastrophe: six B-52s would be shot down, all by surface-to-air missiles (SAMs). Sixteen 
airmen would perish, one would die as a POW, nine would survive the war as POWs, and eleven would 
be rescued. 

 
The “Christmas bombings” 
would continue over seven 
consecutive nights, includ-
ing Christmas Eve, before a 
36-hour bombing halt was 
observed. Missions re-
sumed on the night of the 
26th, continuing nightly 
through December 29. 
Operation Linebacker II 
ended at 6:59 a.m. Hanoi 
time on December 30. 
According to Marshall 
Michel, writing in The 11 
Days of Christmas: 
 
 [On] December 27, 
 they [the North 
 Vietnamese] sent a 

 message to the United States offering to start negotiations again on January 8. Nixon replied that 
 Kissinger would arrive on January 8 but he wanted preliminary negotiations to begin on January 2. 
 
It would be the 10th anniversary of the Battle of Ap Bac, which had taken the lives of Kenneth Good, 
William Deal, and Donald Braman. 
 

* * * 
 

The description that follows focuses on the B-52 missions that were flown during Operation Linebacker II 
and does not include losses for other USAF and Navy aircraft (e.g., bomber, fighter, helicopter, attack, 
observation, electronic warfare) that were an essential part of the operation. 
 
Over the 11 days of Christmas, 1972, 15 B-52s were shot down; all were hit by SAMs within a 13-mile 
radius of Hanoi, and 10 crashed in North Vietnam. Five others crashed or crash-landed in Laos and 
Thailand.   
 

With their shipping plugs replaced by fuses, these bombs are ready to load onto a 
B-52 at Andersen AFB, Guam, for Operation Linebacker II. (US Air Force photo)
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Ninety-two total USAF crew members were involved in the 15 losses. Seventy-seven were USAF 
officers, and 15 were enlisted airmen (the only enlisted crew member was the tail gunner). Of the total, 26 
men, including three full crews, were rescued; this number includes those who bailed out from their 
doomed aircraft and two others who survived their crash-landing at U-Tapao. Another 33 crew members 
who bailed out survived the war as POWs and were repatriated. Among the 33 airmen eventually listed as 
killed in action is one officer who died, apparently of his wounds, as a POW. Four men died when their 
badly damaged aircraft crash-landed at U-Tapao. 

 
Among civilian casualties, as described by Marshall Michel in The 11 Days of Christmas, were 25 staff 
members, including 15 nurses, who were killed while working at Bach Mai Hospital in Hanoi when 
bombs released from one B-52 fell on the facility. Another errant string of bombs killed more than 250 
civilians when it hit a shopping district. Historian George Herring, in America’s Longest War, gives the 
number of civilians killed as more than 1,600, with 1,261 injured. 
 
Over 11 nights, 729 B-52 sorties (an individual flight by one aircraft) accounted for 15,000 tons of bombs 
which were dropped on 34 targets. 
 

* * * 
 

In 2012 the Linebacker II memorial (see photo, page 10, top) was dedicated at Barksdale Air Force Base, 
Louisiana, home of the 8th Air Force. The names of all 92 crew members involved with the 15 B-52s that 
were lost are given, together with their ranks, aircraft positions, and status (POW, KIA, rescued) as 
determined, in many cases, after the war. With resources from the Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund Wall  

B-52 crews are briefed prior to departing Andersen Air Base, Guam, for missions in Operation Linebacker II in 
Dec. 1972 (Courtesy Photo, AFGSC AFSTRAT-AIR). 
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of Faces, I have assembled a composite of individual photographs for 12 of those men who perished 
during Operation Linebacker II (see page 11), 50 years ago this Christmas season. Beginning with the top 
row, from left to right, they are: 
 
MASTER SERGEANT WALTER FERGUSON, tail gunner, age 43, home of record Detroit, Michigan. 
His B-52, call sign Charcoal 01, was hit by a SAM, about four miles north of Hanoi, at 2014H (8:14 p.m.) 
on the first night (December 18), and he was declared missing in action. On repatriation of his fellow 
crew members from North Vietnamese POW camps after the war, one reported that prior to his own 
ejection from the aircraft, he “saw MSgt. Ferguson slumped over in his seat and was unable to rouse 
him.” On April 24, 1973, Walter Ferguson’s status was changed to Killed in Action/Body not Recovered 
(KIA/BNR). His mother and four children survived him. His remains were repatriated five years later, in 
August 1978, and were identified the following month. His grave is in Arlington National Cemetery. 
 
LIEUTENANT COLONEL DONALD RISSI, pilot/aircraft commander, age 41, home of record 
Collinsville, Illinois. MSgt. Walter Ferguson was the gunner with Lt. Col. Rissi’s crew. The aircraft was 
hit just as it prepared to release its bomb load. The copilot was heard to shout over the intercom, “They 
got the pilot! They got the pilot!” Shortly after the release, Lt. Col. Rissi’s voice “came weakly over the 
intercom. ‘Pilot’s still alive.’” Following his own capture, a fellow crew member saw Lt. Col. Rissi dead 
on the ground. Donald Rissi’s status was changed to KIA/BNR at the same time as Walter Ferguson’s. 
His wife and five children survived him. Repatriation and identification of his remains were also at the 
same time as MSgt. Ferguson’s. His grave is in Collinsville, Illinois.   
 
MAJOR JOHN STUART, pilot/aircraft commander, age 39, home of record Indianapolis, Indiana. His B-
52, Orange 03, was hit by a SAM, just prior to reaching the Hanoi target area, at about 2030H on the third 
night (December 20), and he was declared missing in action. Although two of his fellow crew members 
survived and were repatriated after the war, no reports on Maj. Stuart’s status following the SAM strike 
emerged. As of August 1978, no information had been received from either American or Vietnamese 
sources, and his status was assigned as KIA/BNR. Maj. Stuart’s KIA/BNR status was reviewed again in 
1994 and was not changed. An “In Memory Of” grave marker for him is in Arlington National Cemetery. 

The Linebacker II memorial, Barksdale AFB, Louisiana. Photo credit: Duane and Tracy Marsteller, June 2022.
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CAPTAIN WARREN SPENCER, radar navigator, age 29, home of record La Crescenta, California. His 
B-52, Quilt 03, was hit by a SAM on the third night (December 20), just after releasing its bombs on the 
Yen Vien target. Four crew members were captured and eventually repatriated, but they had no 
information on Capt. Spencer’s fate.  On December 23, 1972, Havana International Service announced a 
message for the father of Capt. Craig Paul, the electronic warfare officer on Quilt 03, stating that Capt. 
Paul’s body had been found in the wreckage of the downed aircraft. The report went on to state that Capt. 
Spencer’s body had been found nearby. It appears that Capt. Spencer’s status of KIA/BNR was posted in 
November 1976. His remains were repatriated in September 1977 and identified the following month. His 
grave is in Martinsville, Indiana. 
 
CAPTAIN DONOVAN WALTERS, copilot, age 28, home of record Lebanon, Nebraska. His B-52, Olive 
01, was hit by a SAM at 0510H local time on the morning of December 21, 1972, after releasing its 
bombs on the Kinh No target. This was an Andersen crew. Marshall Michel indicates that Olive 01 was in 
the third wave of bombers for the night of December 20, which would be consistent with the 0510H local 
time of the SAM strike. He describes the SAM as exploding “under Olive 01 with stunning effect, . . . 
Olive 01 went down like a torch about nine miles north of Hanoi and only two of the six crewmembers 
survived.” It appears that Capt. Walters’ status of KIA/BNR was posted in September 1976. His remains 
were repatriated in December 1988, identified in April 1989, and interred in Weeping Water, Nebraska on 
May 6. His wife is the only family member known to have survived him.  
 
CAPTAIN THOMAS BENNETT, copilot, age 30, home of record Natchez, Mississippi. His B-52, 
Scarlet 03, was hit by a SAM over Hanoi at 0345H local time on December 22, 1972, Thomas Bennett’s 
30th birthday and the fourth night of the operation; the “loss location” was given as approximately 45 
miles after the target. Marshall Michel describes two SAMs exploding under the right wing of Scarlet 03. 
The “wing was engulfed in flames and the bomber began a slow, almost leisurely, roll to the right when 
the burning wing folded over the top of the aircraft and the B-52 plunged towards Hanoi.” Three crew 
members survived and were captured. In October 1980 Capt. Bennett’s status was designated KIA/BNR; 
his status was reviewed again in 1994 with no changes. An “In Memory Of” grave marker for him is in 
the Natchez (MS) National Cemetery. The last six lines of the inscription read:  

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

MAJOR FRANK GOULD, radar navigator, age 39, home of record New York, New York. His B-52, 
Straw 02, was hit by a SAM just after it had released its bombs on the Kinh No complex target a few 
miles north of Hanoi, the same target that Olive 01 (see Capt. Donovan Walters, above) would bomb just 
before being hit in the same third wave. This was on the third night of the operation, December 20. 
Marshall Michel mentions Maj. Gould at least three times in The 11 Days of Christmas:  
 
 Derverl Johnson and his D model crew were scheduled to fly from Andersen as Straw 02 on the 
 third raid. The radar navigator, Major Frank Gould, was in a good mood after the briefing because 
 his bombing radarscope photographs from the first night’s mission had been shown as an example 
 of “how to do it.” 
 
 The missile seemingly passed through the string of bombs [that had just been released] and hit 
 about a second after the last bomb dropped away. The explosion ripped through the front lower 

US AIR FORCE 
VIETNAM 

DEC 22 1942 
DEC 22 1972 

MIA - B52 
WE LOVE YOU SON 
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 part of the B-52 and knocked out all the aircraft’s power. Derverl Johnson, radar navigator Frank 
 Gould, and navigator Vince Russo were all seriously wounded. Straw 02 turned for Thailand 
 while [copilot Jim] Farmer tried to make a “Mayday” call. . . . The badly wounded Gould kept 
 joking about the inadequate first aid kit as the bomber, streaming fuel and with only limited flight 
 controls, struggled west. A few minutes later, very close to the North Vietnam-Laos border, the 
 engines flamed and the crew made a controlled bail out. 
 
 In far western North Vietnam, the crew of Straw 02 was on the ground along a six-mile line that 
 followed their dying aircraft’s course. . . . The Sandys [A-1 fighter-bombers] contacted the crew 
 and soon escorted the rescue helicopters in to begin to pick them up. “After I was picked up we 
 were told that another chopper had been sent to pick up Frank Gould, the radar navigator, who was 
 badly wounded,” copilot Jim Farmer remembered. “We headed back to the chopper’s base at 
 Nakhon Phanom [in Thailand, on the Laotian border]. . . . SAC had a KC-135 there to whisk us 
 back to their control. . . . Nor did we have a chance to talk to the people coordinating the search 
 for Frank. Perhaps we could have told them that we went out in a straight line and they should 
 look at a spot between where the EW [electronic warfare officer] and I were found.” 
 
 Frank Gould’s body has never been recovered.  
 
A November 1975 Joint Task Force - Full Accounting Activity Summary stated: 
 
 The bailout sequence was initiated over mountainous jungle terrain, just over the Laotian border. 
 Maj. Gould had sustained injuries to his right arm and leg from the SAM. His ejection was not 
 observed, however, the co-pilot did hear his ejection firing sequence. 
  A search and rescue (SAR) effort was initiated and the other five crewmen were recovered, 
 however, no beeper signals were heard, no parachute was seen, and there were no sightings of 
 Maj. Gould. On 26 December the SAR effort was suspended. 
 
In August 1979 Maj. Frank Gould’s status was assigned as KIA/BNR. His status was reviewed in 1994 
and was not changed. An “In Memory Of” grave marker for him is in Arlington National Cemetery.        
 
CAPTAIN TOM CRADDOCK, pilot/aircraft commander, age 27, home of record Norman, Oklahoma. 
His B-52, Tan 03, like Olive 01 (Capt. Walters) and Straw 02 (Maj. Gould) above, was in the third wave 
on the third night of missions, December 20, and was also targeting the Kinh No complex north of Hanoi. 
Capt. Craddock and Capt. Bob Panza were described by Marshall Michel as joking together “to try to 
break the tension” as they shared the crew bus ride to their aircraft at Andersen. The two crews agreed to 
meet at the Officers’ Club after the mission. The Craddock crew had to change aircraft; instead of flying 
lead in the three-aircraft Aqua cell of B-52s, they would be the last B-52 in the Tan cell. Ominous 
technical problems cursed Tan 03, as it suffered a complete failure of its bombing radar and drifted away 
from the other two B-52s in the cell, which also caused the loss of mutual jamming support from the other 
aircraft. Marshall Michel describes the loss of Tan 03: 
 
 On the ground below, the 57th [North Vietnamese missile] battalion had only one missile left. . . . 
 The guidance officers . . . were able to go into full autotrack as the B-52 approached to twelve 
 miles. Hopefully, Kien [missile fire control officer] pushed the fire button and the 57th’s last 
 missile roared off into the overcast. 
 
 Tan 03 was still far from the rest of the Tan cell when the 57th’s missile struck the forward 
 fuselage. The bomber pitched down, then the nose came back up for a moment. The gunner bailed 
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 out, and then, a few seconds later, a missile from another site hit and the B-52 disintegrated. The 
 gunner was the only survivor. 
  
Capt. Tom Craddock’s status was assigned as KIA/BNR in October 1974. His remains were repatriated in 
December 1988 and identified the following May. His grave is in Ardmore, Oklahoma. 
 

  

FIRST LT. BENNIE FRYER, navigator, age 27, home of record Stockton, California. His B-52, Cobalt 
01, was in one of four B-52 cells that were to bomb the Trung Quang railroad yard, less than a mile from 
the Yen Vien rail yard target, on the ninth night of the operation, December 27. Marshall Michel describes 
the final moments of Cobalt 01: 
 
 Steve Kovich was the aircraft commander in Cobalt 02, the second B-52 over Trung Quang 
 [behind Cobalt 01]. “We were coming in on the bomb run and multiple SAMs were in the air. I 
 saw our leader, Cobalt 01, start to drift off course.” 
 
 “Cobalt 03 radioed lead and asked where he was going and then, about two minutes from the 
 target I saw SAMs explode into the lead aircraft. The fireball covered the dark sky; maybe it was 

B-52s at Andersen Air Base, Guam, during preparations for Operation Linebacker II in Dec. 1972. 
(Courtesy Photo, AFGSC AFSTRAT-AIR). 
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 just the warheads exploding, maybe it was the bombs and fuel too, then I heard the parachute 
 emergency beacons sounding on Guard.” 
 
 Frank Lewis, the aircraft commander of Cobalt 01, felt his bomber stop in mid-air, like a “car 
 hitting a telephone pole,” and the B-52’s controls went limp as the windshield in front of him 
 disappeared “like sugar glass in a movie.” Shrapnel had hit every member of the crew and the 
 navigator, Lt. Bennie Fryer, was killed instantly.  
 
On May 4, 1973 1st Lt. Fryer’s status was assigned as KIA/BNR. An “In Memory Of” grave marker for 
him was placed in a Deweyville, Utah cemetery. Later, his remains were repatriated in September 1977 
and identified the following month. His wife and parents survived him. 
 
CAPTAIN BOB MORRIS, pilot/aircraft commander, age 27, home of record St. Charles, Missouri. His 
B-52, Ebony 02, was in a group of six B-52 cells that targeted the Giap Nhi railroad yard during the night 
of December 26, which was the eighth night of bombing. A 36-hour bombing halt had been in effect from 
midnight December 24 until 6:00 a.m. Hanoi time on December 26. Capt. Morris and his crew had 
volunteered to move from Andersen to U-Tapao during the operation, and this was their first mission 
from the base in Thailand. Due to maintenance and aircraft issues, Bob Morris and the Ebony 02 crew 
flew in a cell of only two B-52s, instead of the normal three-ship cell. The mutual jamming support that 
was optimal in the normal configuration would be compromised in Capt. Morris’ two-ship cell.  
 
There were other early indications of trouble for the crew of Ebony 02. Their tail gunner called while the 
aircraft was taxiing and said he was sick. He was quickly replaced by a spare gunner. The copilot, 1st Lt. 
Bob Hudson, later recalled: “He never introduced himself and he didn’t know where he was going or what 
to expect.” After takeoff, Lt. Hudson saw that an engine was on fire. But the crew took care of the 
problem and pressed on. As Ebony 02 approached the target, one battalion of the enemy’s 257th Missile 
Regiment fired two SAMs, tracking the B-52 manually. The first missile missed narrowly, but the second 
exploded in front of the copilot. Lt. Bob Hudson later recalled, as cited in The 11 Days of Christmas: 
 
 “It blew off the radome and the radar. All the windows upstairs were gone. The explosive 
 decompression sucked out everything in the cockpit past my head. The initial explosion killed Bob 
 Morris— . . . I had my left sinus collapsed by the overpressure, my left arm was broken, and I had 
 multiple puncture wounds from glass and debris. I sat there in a daze until the RN [radar 
 navigator] called and said we had to get the nose up so we could get the bombs off. . . .” 
 
 “We took another missile in the left wing,” Hudson remembered, “and it flipped the aircraft over 
 on its back so I gave the order to bail out. The nav bailed out immediately and I thought the 
 gunner went too. Nutter [EW] told me he was ejecting and I heard his seat go. The radar navigator 
 said he was ejecting. I looked over at Bob Morris, my best friend. I could see he was dead, and 
 then I too stepped over the side.”           
 
On May 30, 1973, Capt. Bob Morris’ status was assigned as KIA/BNR. An “In Memory Of” grave 
marker for him was placed in Arlington National Cemetery. Later, his remains were repatriated in 
September 1977 and identified the following month. His grave is in Jefferson Barracks National 
Cemetery, St. Louis. He was survived by his wife and two children and his parents. 
 
CAPTAIN JAMES TURNER, pilot/aircraft commander, age 30, home of record Athens, Georgia. His B-
52, Ash 01, was another U-Tapao-based D model that flew on the night of December 26. With nine other 
bombers, it targeted the Kinh No railroad yard—for the sixth time during the operation. Three B-52s had 
been lost in those earlier attacks. As was likely a factor in the downing of Ebony 02 (see Capt. Bob 
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Morris, above), Ash 01 also flew with only one other B-52 in a suboptimal two-ship cell. A SAM 
exploded by the right side of the plane.  
 
Although Marshall Michel describes the damage to the aircraft as devastating, Capt. Turner decided to 
head the wounded bomber back to U-Tapao. He had been told by an experienced U-Tapao pilot that once 
a badly damaged B-52 like his had committed to landing, it would be impossible to make a successful go 
around for a second attempt. Col. Bill Maxson, who witnessed the attempted landing, later recalled: “Now 
the bomber was on final, but even in the darkness we could sense the pilot [Capt. Turner] was having 
difficulty keeping the wings level as he approached the runway.” In The 11 Days of Christmas, Col. 
Maxson continued: 
 
 “I simply cannot describe the horror I felt as I saw the wing navigation lights start to rotate as the 
 aircraft stalled, rolled and crashed upside down just off the end of the runway. After hours 
 of struggle on the part of the aircrew to bring this shot up ‘bird’ back home safely, after all of the 
 efforts by those of us on the ground to save her, we had lost. . . . Never have I felt such anguish 
 and helplessness and despair for the valiant aircrew.” 
 
Capt. James Turner died in the crash. He is buried in an Athens, Georgia cemetery. He was survived by 
his wife, two children, and his mother. Inscribed on his grave marker are two lines from a familiar poem 
known to all aviators: 
 
 Oh! I have slipped  Put out my hand, 
 the surly bonds of and touched the 
 Earth . . .  face of God. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

A B-52 Stratofortress bomber takes off from Andersen Air Force Base in Guam in support of 
Operation Linebacker II in December 1972. (US Air Force photo). 
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CAPTAIN RICHARD COOPER, navigator, age 30, home of record Salisbury, Maryland. His B-52, Rose 
01, was shot down on the first night of the operation, December 18. Flying in the third wave of bombers 
that night, their target was the Hanoi International Radio Station. A little before 5:00 a.m. Hanoi time, 
early on the morning of the 19th, the three B-52s of Rose cell turned down Thud Ridge toward Hanoi. As 
Rose 01 rolled into its post-target turn, a SAM approached the aircraft and detonated. Behind Rose 01, the 
Rose 02 aircraft commander later recalled: 
 
 “I saw a fireball and at the same time my radar navigator, who was looking on his radar for Rose 
 01, called ‘I can’t see him.’ For a second it didn’t register, but then I did an almost instantaneous 
 double take as we flew through billowing black smoke, like an oil fire, and then we heard the 
 beepers. I knew immediately what had happened, but I don’t think anybody else on the crew did. 
 The radar navigator kept saying ‘I can’t find him, I can’t find him,’ and I finally said, ‘He’s gone. 
 We’re lead.’” 
 
A November 1975 Joint Task Force - Final Accounting Activity Summary reported that Rose 01 was hit 
by a SAM, started to burn, and then disintegrated. Repatriated POWs from the crew reported that no 
further communication had been heard from Capt. Cooper. The report included the eyewitness statement: 
“Capt. Cooper was last seen at his navigation table in a sort of ‘frozen’ posture. After bailout, only four 
parachutes were seen by crewmen.” The report also gives the time of the SAM strike as just before 5:00 
a.m. local time, December 19. 
 
In March 1996 the report was updated to include the recovery of possible human remains from a crash site 
associated with the case. Capt. Richard Cooper’s remains were repatriated in March 1996, but 
identification was not made until August 2003. His grave is in Arlington National Cemetery. 
 
(Ken Davis, a retired US Navy commander and member of the organization that manages the Coffelt 
Database, was extremely helpful on this story, particularly RE: Linebacker II casualties. For MIA 
personnel, a mandatory initial one-year review led to either a Presumptive Finding of Death (PFoD), 
dated one year and one day after the incident date, and KIA status, or to continued MIA status. In the 
latter case, annual reviews were continued until the relevant service secretary determined that a PFoD was 
justified. As Ken points out, with respect to Vietnam, PFoDs ranged from “one year and one day” to 
many years after the incident.)  
 

* * * 
 

The peace agreement (“Agreement on ending the war and restoring peace in Viet-Nam”) was signed by 
all four parties—the governments of the United States of America, the Republic of Viet-Nam (South 
Vietnam), and the Democratic Republic of Viet-Nam (North Vietnam), and the Provisional Revolutionary 
Government of the Republic of South Viet-Nam (established by North Vietnam in 1969)—on January 27, 
1973. By March 29, 591 American POWs had been returned to US custody. As Marshall Michel notes, 33 
of these men, or about 6% of all those released, were B-52 crew members who had been captured during 
Operation Linebacker II. 
 

* * * 
 

Sixty years ago, for the Christmas season of 1962, Goodyear sponsored the production and release of The 
Great Songs of Christmas, Album Two, which featured traditional Christmas music performed by several 
prominent artists of that time. The album cover included a description of each song and a brief sketch of 
the performer. As the text indicated, one selection was less familiar to those, like my mother, who 
purchased the album. 
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“Coventry Carol” was described as “an unusual example of a ‘sad’ carol, a haunting English lullaby 
whose melody dates back to 1591.” The song is the lament of a mother for her son, sung by the women of 
Bethlehem to their children, as portrayed originally in the 16th century Pageant of the Shearmen and 
Tailors. The pageant, which originated in the present-day city of Coventry, England, depicts the Massacre 
of the Innocents, and the women sing to their children before Herod’s soldiers arrive to kill them (see 
image, page 1). It is a deeply sad episode in the Christmas story, which is recounted by “Coventry Carol”: 

 

  
 
  
     
  
 
 
 
 
 

For William Deal, Donald Braman, and Kenneth Good, and for all those who gave their lives in  
Vietnam . . .  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Lullay, Thou little tiny Child, 
By, by, lully, lullay, 

Lullay, Thou little tiny Child, 
By, by, lully, lullay. 

 
O sisters too, how may we do, 

For to preserve this day 
This poor youngling for whom we sing 

By, by, lully, lullay. 


