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October 12, 2022 
 
To Friends of Norman Lane, 
 
This is an unanticipated addition to the story (https://tinyurl.com/for-all-time) of Helen Thornton 
Ferguson and her husband, 2nd Lt. Glen Ferguson, a navigator with the 791st Bomb Squadron, 467th 
Bomb Group, based in Norfolk County, England during the Second World War. For this opportunity, I 
would like to express my deep gratitude to Celia and Doug Willies, Sheringham, Norfolk, England. Doug 
describes boyhood memories of cycling over to Bawdeswell, a village in Norfolk, one wet and dreary 
November day in 1944 and seeing the devastated All Saints’ Church there. An RAF Mosquito combat 

Mervin Shank, the only member of 1st Lt. Stalie Reid’s crew to survive the war, addresses the audience during the 
dedication ceremony for the Barsham Memorial which remembers those seven of his crew members, including 2nd. 
Lt. Glen Ferguson, who perished when their B-24 Liberator was shot down and crashed nearby on the night of 
April 22, 1944. Mervin’s wife Mary and Denis Sporle, who led the steadfast effort that culminated with this 
ceremony on April 24, 1999, are pictured with Mervin. Photo courtesy of Celia and Doug Willies.  
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aircraft had crashed into the church, resulting in the loss of the two crew members. Doug vividly recalls 
seeing one of the Merlin engines embedded in the downstairs entrance hall of a dwelling across the road. 
From that November day in 1944, the Willies’ passion for recognizing and remembering those lives lost 
in the war remains today, almost 80 years later. 
 
So it was, on April 24, 1999—55 years after 1st Lt. Stalie Reid’s B-24 Liberator was shot down by 
German “intruder” aircraft over Suffolk County, England—Celia and Doug Willies were on hand to 
record the ceremony dedicating the new Barsham Memorial to Lt. Reid and the six members of his crew 
who perished that night, April 22, 1944, the Night of the Intruders. In addition to filming the non-
commercial video, Celia also led the conversations with Mervin and Mary Shank and with Denis Sporle 
and provided narration throughout the video. Mervin Shank was the only member of Lt. Reid’s crew to 
survive the war, and he and his wife Mary returned to Barsham village, Suffolk, for the Dedication 
ceremony. Denis Sporle, 11 years old and living with his family one-quarter-mile away at the time of the 
crash and explosion, visited the site with his family the next day. Like Doug Willies, Denis’ life was 
changed by this boyhood experience. Over the next 55 years, he led the effort to remember those 
members of the Reid crew who perished that night. 
 

 

Second Lt. Glen Ferguson (above, left, from his Class of 1941 photo in the college yearbook) was the 
navigator with Lt. Stalie Reid’s crew (above, right, likely 1944). April 21, 1944, the day before Glen’s 
death, was the three-month anniversary of his marriage to Helen Thornton. In Cedar Falls, Rhode Island, 
it was also the 34th wedding anniversary for Glen’s parents, Elizabeth and James Ferguson, who had 
emigrated from Scotland before marrying. April 23 would be James Ferguson’s 63rd birthday. 
 
The Presbyterian minister who had performed Helen and Glen’s wedding in Salt Lake City had certified 
the couple’s mutual agreement of marriage for all time. The events over Suffolk County, England on the 
night of April 22, 1944 argued that “all time” could be very short. 
 
But the events in Barsham, Suffolk on April 24, 1999 effectively countered that argument. 
 
 They shall not grow old, as we that are left grow old: 
 Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn. 
 At the going down of the sun and in the morning 
 We will remember them. 

—Laurence Binyon, “For the Fallen” 
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The 65-minute video, which includes the complete Barsham Memorial Dedication ceremony, 
conversations with Mervin and Mary Shank and with Denis Sporle, and other features can be viewed at:  
 
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aEsxS2V4Haw  
 
A one-page Guide to the video contents follows on page four. 
 
We are deeply indebted to Doug and Celia Willies, who provided this video and who have given 
permission for its presentation through this medium. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Al Claiborne, Professor Emeritus 
Chair, Norman Lane Jr. Memorial Project 
http://www.NormanLaneJrMemorialProject.org 
https://alclaiborne.wordpress.com/ 
https://tinyurl.com/Al-Claiborne-YouTube-Channel 
Cell: (336) 529-2105 
E-mail: alc@csb.wfu.edu 
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Barsham Memorial Dedication: Suffolk County, England. April 24, 1999 
 
Guide to the video: 
 
Introduction         1:00:00-1:06 
Views of the memorial       1:01:07-2:09 
Mervin and Mary Shank       1:02:10-9:22 
Mervin, Denis Sporle, and Mary      1:09:23-20:00 
Memorial project photos       1:20:01-20:38 
Mervin at the crash site, the memorial     1:20:39-21:13 
Mervin, Mary, Denis and guests      1:21:14-24:00 
 
Barsham Memorial Dedication ceremony:  
Denis, Bob Collis, Mervin, Rev. Anthony Hindley   1: 1:24:01-50:33 
Post-ceremony scenes and flypast      1:50:34-1:01:14 
 
Anglia News extracts        1:01:15-1:05:31 
 
This non-commercial video was filmed by Mrs. Celia Willes, who also led the conversations 
with Mervin and Mary Shank and Denis Sporle and provided narration throughout the video. 
 
       
 
 
 


