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September 12, 2022 
 
To Friends of Norman Lane, 
 
My maternal grandmother, Ruth Thornton Pittman (1903-1950), had seven brothers, and my mother grew 
up in Brownsville, Tennessee, 60 miles from Memphis, with 20 Thornton first cousins. At some point 
long past, she had mentioned the story of one cousin who had married a young Army Air Forces (AAF) 
officer during the war. Tragically, he was killed in action. His name was Glen Ferguson. 
 
The phrase “for all time” appears on the certificate that accompanied the marriage of Helen Thornton and 
Glen Ferguson in Salt Lake City on Friday, January 21, 1944. But the few conversations I have had with 
family members and friends of the family suggest that little is known of their story. Others added that in 
the years following Glen’s death, Helen just found it too painful to talk about him. 
 
So now, in the context of that phrase, “for all time,” here is the first part of Helen and Glen’s story—the 
story of the families, the story of the war, and the story of the remembrance, still very much alive today.  
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The Fergusons Come to America 
 
The town of Central Falls, Rhode Island, in Providence County, is about five miles north of the city of 
Providence and only a short distance from I-95 and the Massachusetts border. In 1920, the population of 
Central Falls was about 24,000, similar to the US census figure for 2020. As recorded in the 1920 census, 
James and Elizabeth Ferguson lived with their two young children in a rented home at 242 Broad Street in 
Central Falls. James, 38, and Elizabeth, 34, had each lived in the US for about 10 years, having emigrated  
 

 

from their native Scotland. James’ naturalization certificate confirms that he came to America first, 
arriving at the port of Boston on February 28, 1909. Born on April 23, 1881, he had grown up in the city 
of Paisley, about seven miles west of Glasgow. 
(The data entry card for James Ferguson, prepared 
for use with the 1935 Rhode Island state census, 
gives his date of birth as April 21. His 
Immigration and Naturalization Service Form No. 
1-IP gives the date as April 23. For the purposes 
of this work, we will take James Ferguson’s date 
of birth as April 23, 1881.) 
 
The “Alien Passengers” list for the SS Hesperian, 
sailing from Glasgow and Liverpool on April 2 
and 3, respectively, in 1910, includes the 
following entry: 
 

 

Elizabeth Glen, age 24, a single woman from Paisley, Scotland whose occupation was given as 
“Millworker,” was sailing to America with a final destination of Central Falls, Rhode Island. Elizabeth 
listed her closest friend or relative in Scotland as her sister, Mrs. Jeanie Henry, 22 Rose Street, Paisley. (A 
search of “The Paisley Directory and General Advertiser for 1911-12” fails to locate Mrs. Henry.) 
 
The ship arrived at the port of Halifax, Nova Scotia, on April 11, and at Boston soon thereafter.  
 
James Ferguson’s older brother Thomas had come 
to America in 1907, and his wife Mary and their 
two children joined him in 1908. On April 21, 
1910, the census taker visited the Thomas 
Ferguson household at 27 Hendrick Street in 
Central Falls. The household (see census image, 
right) included: (1), Thomas, Mary, and their three 
children (a two-month-old daughter had recently 
joined the family), (2) Mary’s brother William 

1920 US census entries for the James Ferguson family, who lived in an apartment at the YWCA building, 242 
Broad Street, in Central Falls. James had been working there as a janitor since 1917. 

Elizabeth Glen’s registration as an “alien passenger” aboard the SS Hesperian, departing Glasgow and Liverpool in 
April 1910 for Halifax and Boston. 
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Thompson, who had also come to America in 1908, (3) Peter German, a cousin, who had come to 
America earlier in 1910, (4) James Ferguson, Thomas’ brother (see page 2), working as a butcher in a 
pork shop, and (5) Elizabeth Glen, who had sailed from Glasgow aboard the SS Hesperian on April 2, 
1910, less than three weeks before. 
 

Central Falls and Paisley: A Common Thread 
 

Although this probably was not a major motivating factor in Thomas Ferguson’s decision to emigrate 
with his family from Scotland and settle in Central Falls in the first decade of the 20th century, the 
Fergusons’ native home of Paisley, Renfrewshire, Scotland shared a strong connection with Central Falls, 
Rhode Island. From the early 1800s, largely through the textile businesses founded by the Clark and 
Coats families, Paisley became one of the world’s largest centers for the manufacture of cotton thread. 
The Paisley design on the old tie hanging in my closet takes its name from the Scottish town. Across the 

Atlantic Ocean, an Englishman experienced in the 
operation and management of cotton mills immigrated 
to the United States in 1789. By 1791, with the 
financial backing of Moses Brown, Samuel Slater’s 
cotton spinning mill, the first water-powered cotton 
mill in America, was up and running in Pawtucket, 
Rhode Island, on what later became Roosevelt 
Avenue. The water-powered textile industry thus had 
its beginnings in the United States. Just north of the 
Pawtucket-Central Falls line, no fewer than six major 
textile mills sprang up in Central Falls over the period 
1824-1865, and four of these were located on the same 
Roosevelt Avenue as the original Slater Mill. The 
Blackstone River provided the water power for these 
mills, whose origins coincided with the era of the 
Industrial Revolution (circa 1750-1850). 
 

 

Somewhat limited by a shortage of labor in the  
beginning, jobs in the Rhode Island mills were filled 
by local farm families. By the early 1800s however, 
skilled textile workers, especially weavers, were 
emigrating from England and Scotland and coming 
to Central Falls. But the first real wave of immigrants 
choosing to settle in Central Falls were from Ireland,  
over the 1820s and 1830s. This process was 
accelerated dramatically by the Irish Potato Famine 
over 1845-1849, and the number of Irish immigrants 
settling in Central Falls continued to grow steadily 
through the rest of the 19th century. 

Two views of the Old Slater Mill. Top, an authentic 
sketch published in June 1855. Bottom, image from 
an undated postcard, apparently sometime after 1855.

This image of the American Hair Cloth Mill in 
Central Falls appeared in an 1897 illustrated history. 
The original Pawtucket Hair Cloth Company built this 
mill in 1864, and the company took on its new name 
in 1893. 
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From US census records for Central Falls in 1910, the impact of the textile industry can be seen on one 
page of the census report that also includes the Thomas Ferguson household (see page 2). Thomas listed 
his own occupation as a laborer in “wire work.” But his brother-in-law William Thompson worked as a 
twister in a thread mill, and his cousin Peter German was a painter in a bleachery. Elizabeth Glen, who 
would marry Thomas’ brother James on April 21, had worked in a thread mill in her native Paisley before 
coming to America. From the same page of the census report, 10 representative occupations are listed 
below, together with the worker’s place of birth and year of immigration to the US, if applicable: 
 
 laborer in a bleachery  England, 1899 
 ticketer in a bleachery  Rhode Island 
 finisher in a braid mill  England, 1895 
 spooler in a thread mill Ireland, 1900 
 twister in a cotton mill Ireland, 1907 
 folder in a bleachery  Ireland, 1898 
 clerk in a bleachery  Rhode Island 
 winder in a cotton mill England, 1887 
 presser in a bleachery  England, 1863 
 sewer in a bleachery  Rhode Island 
        

James and Elizabeth Ferguson in Central Falls: The Good Years, 1910-1941 
  
The record indicates that James Ferguson and Elizabeth Glen were married in Central Falls on April 21, 
1910, two days before James’ 29th birthday. This was also the same date on which the census taker had 
visited them as part of the Thomas Ferguson household. Their first child, Lillian Margaret, was born in 
Central Falls on September 11, 1911. 
 
The 1915 Rhode Island state census indicates that the Thomas Ferguson family had moved to 230 Rand 
Street, still in Central Falls. Thomas and Mary now have five children, but the 1915 census does not 
mention either William Thompson or Peter German as part of the household. But Thomas’ brother James 
is included with his family’s listing at the Rand Street address. James is now working as a salesman in a 
pork store, presumably the same shop where he worked in 1910. For whatever reason, the household 
listing does not include either James’ wife Elizabeth or their daughter Lillian Margaret.  
 
The Sampson & Murdock Company of Providence and Boston published an annual directory for 
Pawtucket and Central Falls, Rhode Island. These contained several subdirectories for residents, houses, 
businesses, and streets, as well as maps and city records. Carrie Anne Perez, reference librarian, 
Pawtucket Public Library, has examined online versions of these directories for the years 1917 through 
1925. The 1920 physical directory contains information on the “Young Women’s Christian Association 
[YWCA] of Pawtucket and Central Falls.—242 Broad C. F. [Central Falls] Organized April 24, 1914.” 
The 1917 online directory has this listing for James Ferguson, “janitor 242 Broad C. F. bds do [beds ditto, 
works and sleeps in the same place].” Between 1915 and 1917, James had left his job with the pork shop 
in Central Falls and had moved with his family into living quarters at the recently opened YWCA on 
Broad Street. On June 3, 1918, son James Glen, to be known as Glen, joined the Ferguson family.  
 
The 1920 US census confirms these details, and the city directories for 1920-1925 continue to list the 
Fergusons as living in their YWCA apartment. But the 1925 state census reports that the James Ferguson 
family is living at a new address in Central Falls, 324 Broad Street, while he continues to work as a 
janitor at the YWCA. James, Elizabeth, and daughter Lillian would continue to live at this address 
through at least April 1950. 
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When the census taker visited the Fergusons in their YWCA apartment on January 7, 1920, both parents 
listed their citizenship status as “alien.” On September 25 of that year James became a naturalized US 
citizen. We do not know the exact date on which Elizabeth completed this process, but we do know that 
she became a naturalized citizen before April 1925. In James’ case, one of the witnesses for his 
naturalization was John Woodhead (see page 2), a meter inspector who lived at 101 Centre in Pawtucket. 
John, like James, had emigrated from his native Scotland. The second witness was George Thornton (see 
page 2), an insurance agent who also lived in Pawtucket, at 20 Irving Court. George had emigrated from 
his native England in 1900, together with his wife and two children. James lived only a mile from each of 
the two men. 

 
Pictures from the Broad Street Municipal Center, 1907-1936 

 
This vintage postcard 
image, saved from the 
eBay.com site on August 
26, 2022, is titled, “c. 1910 
Trolley Fire Station & Post 
Office Broad St. Central 
Falls RI.” It features the fire 
station, on the left side of 
Broad Street, the post office 
building directly across the 
street, and a trolley. The 
divided back of the card 
and other factors tell us that 
it was not printed before 
March 1907 and likely 
appeared between 1907 and 
1915. The 1920 “Pawtucket 

and Central Falls Directory” gives a listing for Henry B. Bowker, assistant chief of the Central Falls Fire 
Department and gives the address of the “Broad st fire station 369 Broad.” The “Pawtucket House 
Directory” indicates that Summit Street is the cross street adjacent to the station. The identity of the post 
office building is confirmed with a second postcard, postmarked January 12, 1907. The 1920 city 
directory gives an address of “Broad corner Summit” for the post office. 
 
The next postcard image (page 6, top), also saved from eBay.com, is titled, “c. 1910 Stores Broad St. 
Central Falls RI.” This card was printed in Germany and was clearly produced between March 1907 and 
1915. Neither the cross street nor any of the buildings are identified.  
 
The third postcard (page 6, bottom) is postmarked December 26, 1911 and is titled, “Central Falls Rhode  

Between 1920 and 1925 James and Elizabeth Ferguson moved, with their two young children, to a rental home at 
324 Broad Street, as shown in the family’s entry from the 1925 Rhode Island state census. Their new home was 
very close to the municipal center of Central Falls, and both parents were now naturalized citizens. 
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Island Postcard 1911 First 
Presbyterian Church.” This 
is the church which James 
and Elizabeth Ferguson  
attended and possibly 
where they were married in 
1910. The 1920 city 
directory lists a single 
Presbyterian church, First 
United Presbyterian, at the 
corner of Cross Street and 
Evaleen. 
 
A Central Falls walking 
tour brochure developed by 
the Rhode Island Historical 
Society describes the City 
Hall (1888)/Jenks 
Park/Broad Street historical district. The Queen Anne style architecture of the present-day City Hall (see 
1936 photo, below) dates to its original construction as Lincoln High School in 1888. Before becoming 
the City Hall building in 1927, Lincoln High became Central Falls High School in 1895. Along with the 
Broad Street Fire Station, built in 1889 (369 Broad, see page 5), the old Town Hall (1873, 14 Summit 
Street), and the Police Station and Courthouse which were added in 1914 (337 Broad), the 1927 City Hall 
location served as the cornerstone of the Central Falls municipal center on Broad Street.   
 

In 1890 the Sanborn Map 
Company prepared a fire 
insurance map of Pawtucket 
that included Central Falls. 
Using a portion of the 1890 
Central Falls map together 
with the 1920 city directory, 
I have developed a 
composite map (page 7) 
that locates several key 
buildings in the Broad Street 
historical district and also 
indicates where the James 
Ferguson family lived over 
1917-1941. The location of 
the historic mill district in 
Central Falls is also given. 
The relative locations of the 
YWCA (“2” on the 
composite map) and  
the Fergusons’ later 
residence at 324 Broad (“5” 
on the map) indicate  
that the family lived very 
close to the municipal center 

Left, First Presbyterian Church of Central Falls, from a 1911 postcard. James and 
Elizabeth Ferguson worshiped here. Right, a 1936 photograph (Alamy.com) of 
the Central Falls City Hall, originally built as a high school in 1888. When the 
Central Falls High School building became the City Hall building in 1927, it was 
located at the corner of Broad and Summit, immediately across Summit from the 
post office building (see picture, page 5).     
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of the city after their move in about 1925. 
 

The American Dream 
   
It seems clear that James and Elizabeth fell in love in Paisley, Scotland and were planning to be married. 
James, 27 at the time of his emigration, came to America a year before Elizabeth in order to find work and 
a place for them to live. James’ brother Thomas and his family were already renting a home in Central 
Falls, and this is where James and Elizabeth would come to live in the New World. Soon after Elizabeth 
joined him in April 1910, they were married and began their life together. When the census taker visited 
the Fergusons in their YWCA apartment on January 7, 1920, daughter Lillian was eight years old and 
attending school. She had been joined by her baby brother, James Glen, who was 18 months old. Their 
father had worked for at least three years as a janitor at the same YWCA, and Elizabeth was the 
homemaker. Later that September, James (and possibly Elizabeth) became a naturalized US citizen. In 
any case, Elizabeth became a naturalized citizen before 1925. The young couple had come from Scotland 
to pursue the American dream and now, with two young children, that pursuit was gathering steam. 
 
Of the 12 households included with the Fergusons on one page of the 1920 census report, there was an 
almost even distribution between those living in rented homes and those living in homes they owned. 
Only one other head of household had emigrated from abroad. 
 
By 1925, when the Rhode Island state census was recorded, the Fergusons had moved to 324 Broad Street 
in Central Falls, and both parents were now naturalized citizens. The children appear on the record as 
Lillian M., 13, and J. Glen, 6. Five years later, the Fergusons were still renting their home at 324 Broad 
Street. For the 1930 census, James listed his occupation as caretaker at the YWCA, Elizabeth remained as 

Composite map of the Central 
Falls Broad Street district, circa 
1927. The 1890 Sanborn 
insurance map focuses on Broad 
Street but also shows Main Street, 
closer to the Blackstone River. At 
some point Main Street was 
renamed Roosevelt Avenue, and 
this represents the Central Falls 
Mill District. The Pawtucket-
Central Falls line is shown with a 
horizontal line (dash/two dots). 
Locations numbered in yellow 
correspond to: 1, Hotel Georgian, 
2, YWCA, 242 Broad, where 
James Ferguson worked and 
where his family lived, 1917-
circa 1925, 3, New York, New 
Haven and Hartford railroad 
depot, 4, Broad Street school, 5, 
324 Broad, where the Ferguson 
family lived, 1925-1941, 6, 
Police Station and Courthouse, 
337 Broad, 7, Broad Street Fire 
Station, 369 Broad (see page 5), 
8, Post Office (see page 5) and 9, 
City Hall (see page 6), both at 
Broad and Summit.         
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the homemaker, and daughter Lillian, now 18, was working as a typist for a silk mill. Son Glen, 11, was 
attending school. The census taker visited the Fergusons on April 22. James, 48, and Elizabeth, 44, had 
celebrated their 20th wedding anniversary just the day before. 
 

A story in the Pawtucket Times issue of April 22, 1935 followed the 
headline: “Central Falls Couple Feted: Mr. and Mrs. James Ferguson 
Guests on 25th Anniversary.” More than 50 guests had attended the dinner 
and reception honoring the Fergusons at the YWCA. Pawtucket 
councilman Robert Ross made congratulatory remarks, and the Rev. 
Alexander Martin led one of three toasts. “Glen Ferguson, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Ferguson, responded to the family toast.” Joining the Ferguson 
family in the reception line was Mrs. William (Elizabeth) Sharples, who 
had been a bridesmaid at their 1910 wedding. Several vocal solos were 
sung, including one by Mr. Ferguson, and a congratulatory telegram from 
Clan Fraser, No. 11, Order of Scottish Clans, which Mr. Ferguson had 
previously led, was read to the guests. Among the many other guests were 
James’ brother and sister-in-law, Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Ferguson and their 
daughters Gladys and Mary, and Mr. and Mrs. John Woodhead. John 
Woodhead had witnessed James’ 1920 naturalization. 
 
As recorded in the 1935 state census, Glen Ferguson was a senior at 
Central Falls High School, and he listed his address as the same 324 Broad 
Street. On June 3, 1936, he would celebrate his 18th birthday. 
 
In 1940 the US census taker would visit the Ferguson home on April 11, 
again at 324 Broad Street. Two days before, Adolf Hitler had attacked the 
Scandinavian countries of Denmark and Norway. His blitzkrieg strategy, 
feeding off the success in Poland seven months before, would be 
unleashed on Belgium, Luxembourg, and Holland on May 10. France 
would fall on June 22, less than three weeks after the beginning of yet 
another German offensive. America remained neutral, but the first 
peacetime draft in US history—the Selective Training and Service Act of 
1940—would become law on September 16. All men between the ages of 
21 and 45 would be required to register. 
 
With the 1940 census record, we learn that Mr. Ferguson had an eighth-
grade education. His wife Elizabeth had completed three years of high 
school in Scotland. Lillian Margaret, now 28, had a high school diploma 
and worked as a calculator operator for a machine shop. She had worked 
44 hours the last week of March 1940 and all 52 weeks of 1939, for $900 
in wages. Her father continued as a janitor for the YWCA. He had worked 
72 hours during the last week of March and had earned $1,200 over 52 
weeks in 1939. 
 
Son Glen, now 21, was the first family member to attend college. In April 
1940, he was enrolled as a full-time student, a junior at Rhode Island State 
College (now the University of Rhode Island, URI) in Kingston. The 

Fergusons’ pursuit of the American dream for their children was thriving. For his father, who had 
emigrated from Scotland with an eighth-grade education and who had been working as a janitor for the 
local YWCA for more than 20 years, we can only imagine the pride that he must have felt for his son. 
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At some point during his senior year (1940-1941) at college, Glen 
Ferguson, age 22, registered for the draft, as required by the new law. 
Glen would graduate with the Class of 1941. His senior photograph 
(at left) in the college yearbook, The Grist, identifies him as a biology 
major from Central Falls and a member of Phi Mu Delta fraternity. 
We do not know of his activities that summer of 1941 or of his plans 
for the future. 
 

The War, Part 1 
 
But on September 10, in Providence, Glen Ferguson enlisted as a 
private in the US Army. His biography on the URI Army ROTC 
alumni site (https://web.uri.edu/rotc/meet/james-g-ferguson/) states: 
 
 He was selected for flight training; and he took primary training 
 at Randolph Field, Texas and basic air training at Cunasson Field, 
 Oklahoma. 
 
Glen’s enlistment came three months before America entered the war. 

Randolph Field, near San Antonio, had been operational for 10 years. As late as 1938 the Army flight 
training program took 12 months for a new aviation cadet to complete. Of the three phases—primary, 
basic, and advanced—both primary and basic training took place at Randolph. Advanced training took 
place at Kelly Field, located in San Antonio. But during 1940, responding to the outbreak of war in 
Europe, Army flight training expanded dramatically. The 12-month program was shortened to nine 
months in 1939, and Randolph Field was designated exclusively for the 10-week basic training course. 
Advanced training (10 weeks) would remain at Kelly Field. But now, all primary training (10 weeks, with 
a projected 53% graduation rate) would occur at the 17 civilian flight schools (1,2). 
 
New Army pilots were commissioned only after successful completion of all three phases of flight 
training. This provided an important consideration for the training and commissioning of new 
bombardiers and navigators: 
 
 The 3,600 bombardiers and navigators [to be trained per year] would come from the pool of cadets 
 eliminated [“washed out”] from pilot training. 
 
In 1940, in Brownsville, Tennessee, Owen Burgess was living with his mother, his grandmother, and an 
uncle in their house on West Main Street. Owen’s contemporaries, Helen and John Thornton, lived next 
door with their parents, Mildora and John Sr. Owen’s Army Air Forces enlistment record gives a date of 
February 26, 1942, at Camp Forrest, Tennessee. The record shows that, unlike Glen Ferguson (see above), 
Owen enlisted as an aviation cadet in the Air Corps. In his memoir Owen wrote: 
 

As indicated in the 1940 US census entry for the James Ferguson family, James, Elizabeth, and daughter Lillian 
Margaret continued to live at the 324 Broad Street address. Son Glen, who would celebrate his 22nd birthday on 
June 3, was finishing his junior year at Rhode Island State College (now University of Rhode Island) in Kingston. 
A biology major and a member of Phi Mu Delta fraternity, Glen was the first member of the family to attend 
college. 
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 We were at war. I planned to join the Air Corps and become a pilot. Did so in January [1942] but 
 did not have to report to the Army until late February. Pre-flight at Kelly Field in San Antonio and 
 primary flying school at Uvalde Texas.  
 
The “History of the Aviation Cadet Program” describes preflight school as a five-week program, and a 
separate preflight school was established for bombardier and navigator candidates at Ellington Field, near 
Houston. 
 
But Owen Burgess failed to graduate from primary flight training. His written tests showed that he was 
qualified for navigation school, so he was sent to Ellington Field for navigation preflight training. He was 
later commissioned with Class 43-3, Hondo (Texas) Army Air Forces (AAF) Navigation School, on 
February 18, 1943. A full year had elapsed since his enlistment. 
 
Glen Ferguson’s URI ROTC alumni biography adds: 
 
 He received his wings at Hondo, Texas and later took specialized training at Mountain Home, 
 Idaho and Wendover Field, Utah. 
  Lieutenant Ferguson was assigned as a Navigator. 
 

The LOG magazine was published monthly by the 
aviation cadets at the Hondo navigation school. In 
the July 1943 issue, the names of those cadets 
graduating with Class 43-10 on July 15 were listed. 
Among those listed was: 
 
 James Glen Ferguson, 324 Broad St., Central 
 Falls, R.I. 
 
Glen received his navigator’s wings and his 
commission as a second lieutenant at the ceremony. 
In Owen Burgess’ case, the progression from 
enlistment to commissioning took 12 months. This 
included five weeks at Kelly Field, 10 weeks at 
Garner Field in Uvalde, five weeks at Ellington, 
and 18 weeks at Hondo. In Glen’s case the same 
progression took 22 months. Part of this difference 
can be accounted for by the additional time he 

spent in basic flight training (10 weeks), which Owen was not eligible for. 
 
An April 2022 conversation with the Army ROTC office at the University of Rhode Island revealed that 
the source of the biography for Glen Ferguson that is maintained on their alumni site (see page 9) is 
unknown. One issue is the name of the airfield where cadet Ferguson is said to have taken basic flight 
training, which is given as “Cunasson Field, Oklahoma.” The document “Thematic Survey of Oklahoma’s 
World War II Training Fields, 1941-1945,” prepared from studies conducted over 2016-2017, focused on 
13 historic World War II training field sites in the state. The list includes a “Cimarron Army Airfield” in 
Oklahoma City but no “Cunasson Field.” My conclusion is that “Cimarron” is the correct designation, 
incorrectly transcribed at some point as “Cunasson.” Cimarron Army Airfield (https://cimarronfield.com/) 
was a privately owned contract primary flight school that trained AAF aviation cadets from March 1941 
through July 1944 (see photo, page 11, top). But it did not provide basic flight training, as Lt. Ferguson’s 
URI ROTC biography suggests. By the same token, Randolph Field did not offer primary flight training 

Left, cover of the LOG magazine, July 1943 issue. Right,
article from Hondo (TX) Anvil Herald issue of July 16, 
1943, describing graduation of Glen Ferguson’s 
navigation school Class 43-10.  
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in the year (1941-1942) following Glen’s 
enlistment, but it did provide basic flight training 
for those cadets who had graduated from primary 
flight school (see page 9 for details) (1). 
 
The first class of almost 2,000 aviation cadets 
began their preflight curriculum in the new 
Replacement Training Center facilities on “the 
Hill” at Kelly Field in mid-November 1941, a 
month before the construction of the new barracks 
was completed. The name “Replacement Training 
Center” was changed to “Preflight School” the 
following April. Lt. Ferguson’s Individual 
Deceased Personnel File (IDPF) includes a one-
page “Dental Identification” form from the office 
of the dental surgeon at Kelly Field, San Antonio,  

 

Texas. His rank is given as aviation cadet, and the 
form is dated July 27, 1942. Ten months had 
passed since Glen had enlisted. The indication is 
that he was in preflight school at the time (3).  
 
The present reconstruction of Glen Ferguson’s 
first year in the Army Air Forces includes 
preflight school at Kelly Field in San Antonio, 
primary flight training at Cimarron Army Airfield  
 

in Oklahoma City, and basic flight training at Randolph Field, 
near San Antonio. But there is no mention of advanced flight 
training in his biography, and he did not receive pilot’s wings. 
Like Owen Burgess’ experience in primary flight training, Glen 
Ferguson appears to have “washed out” during basic flight 
training. And like Owen, Glen also found himself being added to 
the pool of bombardier and navigator candidates. His Class 43-10 
in navigator’s school at Hondo began in mid-March 1943. He 
undoubtedly spent five weeks in navigation preflight training at 
Ellington Field before that. But we cannot fully account for the 
fact that it took Glen Ferguson 22 months in the AAF to receive 
the same navigator’s wings that Owen Burgess received after 12 
months.  

 
The Thorntons 

 
Helen Bond Thornton (see photo, page 12, top), born February 2, 1918, was the daughter of Dr. and Mrs. 
John C. Thornton Sr. of Brownsville, Tennessee, a rural town 60 miles from Memphis. Her father was a 
prominent physician and a direct descendant of the Rev. Howell Taylor; over 1825-1826, Howell Taylor 
and his sons had established the Tabernacle community, located a few miles from Brownsville. John 
Thornton Sr. (1887-1971) was a member of the first graduating class of the University of Tennessee 
Medical College in Memphis, and he served on the original staff of Haywood County Memorial Hospital 
when it opened in 1930. During World War II, Dr. Thornton was one of only a few practicing physicians 

Photo (cropped) of graduates at the AAF contract flight 
school (primary) at Cimarron Field, Oklahoma (1944). 

Aviation cadet (Av/C) Glen Ferguson’s dental 
identification form, dated July 27, 1942 at Kelly Field, 
San Antonio. 

The fighter pilot's mantra, "Speed is 
life," was not appreciated on the 
roads in and around Hondo. 
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who remained in West Tennessee. He once was quoted as 
saying that his specialty was delivering babies, but he 
could not estimate the number of newborns he had brought 
into the world—in private homes and in the local 
hospital—over the years. A 1964 article in the Memphis 

Commercial Appeal said: “To Dr. Thornton, it has all been part of a day’s work. 
Whether it be a call to the far end of Haywood County in the early morning 
hours or an afternoon emergency at the nearby local hospital, he is always ready 
to go.” “He was one of the real great old-time doctors,” added one friend. 
 
In 1930, together with 
Helen’s older brother 
John Jr. (born April 4, 
1915), the Thornton 
family lived in a rental 
home at 603 Key Corner 
in Brownsville. But in 
1936 the family bought a 
historic 19th-century 

home at 616 West Main, across the street from the 
recently opened Anderson Grammar School and a 
short walk from Haywood High School, 
established in 1911. Helen graduated from 
Haywood High in 1936. One of her classmates 
was Owen Burgess, who lived next door at 614 
West Main with his mother Carol, an uncle, and 
his grandmother Cornelia Owen. Walking east on West Main, two houses past the Burgess/Owen 
residence, lived Mrs. Martha Garnett Meux and her three daughters: Jo, Martha, and Ann. The girls’ 
father, Dr. George Meux, also a prominent physician, had died of heart disease in 1934. As 
contemporaries and as well-respected physicians, John Thornton Sr. and George Meux had been good 

friends. In 
addition, 
together with 
Helen 
Thornton and 
Owen 
Burgess, both 
Jo and Martha 
Meux had 
graduated 
with the 
Haywood 
High Class of 
1936. The 
Thornton and 
Meux families 
were close, 
and Helen 
Thornton and 

Helen Thornton (left) 
is swimming with 
friends (and a dog) in 
this undated (early 
1930s?) photograph. 

Helen’s parents, John and Mildora Thornton, 
photographed here at the annual Taylor Kinfolks Camp 
Meeting in August 1968. Photo courtesy of Terry and 
Macon Thornton. 

Neighbors, classmates, and best friends: the good years. Helen Thornton (left), Martha Meux 
(center), and Owen Burgess (right) were next-door neighbors on West Main Street in 
Brownsville. Their homes were a short walk from Haywood High School, where the three would 
graduate in 1936. The war that would come to America in 1941 would change their lives forever.  
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Martha Meux were best friends. In June 2022 Gale Livingston Bevis, daughter of Ann Meux Livingston, 
told me: 
 
 Martha (Missy Meux Pittenger) is of course my aunt. . . . Helen and my Aunt Missy were best 
 friends.   
 

After high school Helen attended Wesleyan College in Macon, 
Georgia for one year. With her sister Jo, Martha attended Ward-
Belmont College (now Belmont University) in Nashville before 
transferring to Southwestern at Memphis (now Rhodes College). 
In April 1940, when the US census was recorded in 
Brownsville, both Meux sisters had completed three years of 
college and were enrolled at Southwestern. Helen had completed 
one year of study, but she was not currently enrolled, nor was 
she employed or seeking work. Helen’s census response 
indicates that that she was engaged in “other” non-school 
activity. Over 1942 and/or 1943, Helen Thornton spent several 
months in San Antonio, Texas, doing Red Cross work. 
 
Glen Ferguson attended AAF preflight school at Kelly Field in 
San Antonio. A document from the office of the Kelly Field 
dental surgeon identifies Glen as an aviation cadet there on July 
27, 1942. 
 
At some point during Glen Ferguson’s time at Kelly Field, the 
24-year-old aviation cadet from Central Falls, Rhode Island met 
the attractive Red Cross worker from Brownsville, Tennessee. 
The war had, in a very real sense, brought them together. The 
family backgrounds of the second generation Scottish American 
whose father had worked for 25 years as a janitor at the YWCA 
facility in their Rhode Island hometown, and the daughter of the 
prominent physician whose forefathers had settled in their West 
Tennessee community almost 120 years before—John Thornton 
Sr. was a fifth generation descendant—could hardly have been 

more different. Years later, Helen’s mother Mildora Thornton would tell Holly Lutz, Helen’s younger 
daughter from her second marriage: “You would have loved Glen.” 
 

The War, Part 2 
 
Second Lt. Ferguson’s biography on the URI ROTC site refers to “specialized training at Mountain 
Home, Idaho and Wendover, Utah,” once he had received his navigator’s wings in July 1943. The 467th 
Bomb Group Association maintains a research website (http://www.467bg-research.com/) containing 
information on personnel who served with the unit during the war. In Lt. Ferguson’s profile, there is this 
citation: 
 
 06 Nov 43 Transferred from 802nd BS, 470th BG 
 
A “Register of Dental Patients,” for the purpose of 2nd Lt. James G. Ferguson’s dental identification 
record (see page 14, top), was signed by Lt. B. Dorman of the dental corps at Wendover Field and dated 
November 6, 1943. On the same day, Glen was assigned for training with crew #7-0-88, 791st Bomb 

Over 1942 and/or 1943, Helen Thornton 
spent several months in San Antonio do-
ing Red Cross work. At some point dur-
ing Glen Ferguson’s time at Kelly Field, 
the 24-year-old aviation cadet from 
Central Falls, Rhode Island met the at-
tractive Red Cross worker from 
Brownsville, Tennessee. Photo courtesy 
of Holly Lutz Elkins. 



14 
 

Squadron, 467th Bomb Group. From November 1, 1943-February 12, 1944, the 
group was stationed at Wendover Field, Utah (https://wendoverairfield.org/), 
120 miles due west of Salt Lake City, in Tooele County. “Air Force Combat 
Units of World War II,” edited by Maurer Maurer and originally published in 
1961, says the following about the 470th Bombardment Group: 
 
 Activated on 1 May 1943. . . . Equipped with B-24’s. Served first as an 
 operational training and later as a replacement training unit.  
 
Four squadrons, the 800th, 801st, 802nd, and 803rd, were active over 1943-
1944. From May 1, 1943 until January 6, 1944, the group was stationed at 
Mountain Home Army Airfield, Idaho. 
 
When Glen Ferguson received his navigator’s wings on July 15, 1943, the 470th 
Bomb Group had been training B-24 crews at Mountain Home for subsequent 
assignment to combat units for two-and-a-half months. At some point after July 
15, 2nd Lt. Ferguson was assigned to a training crew with the 802nd Bomb 
Squadron, 470th Bomb Group, based at Mountain Home. In early November, he 
was transferred to Wendover Field, Utah. The “467th Bomb Group (H) 
History,” excerpted from the official website (http://www.467bg.com/), states 
that  

 
 

 on 6 Nov 43 twenty ten-man crews from the 470th Bombardment Group (Heavy) arrived [at 
 Wendover Field] with three aircraft.  
 
Lt. Ferguson’s crew (see photo, page 15, top) was led by Lt. Stalie C. Reid of Portsmouth, Virginia, and 
the other officers were Lts. Warren W. Mason from Wethersfield, Connecticut, and Louis A. Alier from 
New York City. On November 6 they were assigned, together with the six enlisted crew members 
(engineer, radio operator, and four gunners), for further training at Wendover as crew #7-0-88, 791st 
Bomb Squadron, 467th Bomb Group. However, there are no service record entries for two of the enlisted 
airmen, Sgt. Joe W. Baker and Sgt. John Linowski, after December 1, 1943. While in training at 
Wendover, the two men were replaced on crew #7-0-88 by Sgts. Mervin M. Shank and George S. 
Hamilton. 
 
The “467th Bomb Group (H) History,” referred to above, provides a time line covering the period from 
September 9, 1943, when the initial cadre of officers and enlisted men was assembled from the 470th 
Bomb Group at Mountain Home, until February 26-27, 1944, when the air echelon of 59 B-24H Liberator 
heavy bombers departed for Morrison Field, Florida. Morrison Field would provide the departure point 
for the group’s deployment overseas. On September 9, Glen Ferguson was still training in B-24 bombers 
with the 470th Bomb Group at Mountain Home, and two more months would pass before his arrival at 
Wendover. Construction of facilities at Wendover was not complete, and the field would not be ready to 
accommodate the new bomb group until the end of October. While the ground echelon stayed at 
Mountain Home, the air echelon of the fledgling 467th Bomb Group moved to Orlando on September 12 
for intensive training in the latest tactics developed in the European Theater of Operations. Through 
October, simulated combat missions and other training activities led the air echelon to Pinecastle Army 
Air Base (AAB) in Florida and to Salt Lake City AAB. Only on October 31 were the air and ground 
echelons ordered to reconstitute the full 467th Bomb Group at Wendover for advanced training. 
 
The group history gives this description of the initial weeks at Wendover: 
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 Wendover was on the 
 Utah-Nevada border 
 and was deficient in 
 most expected 
 amenities. Construction 
 on it/of it was not 
 completed, the training 
 aircraft available were 
 old “war wearies;” and 
 maintenance was made 
 extra difficult due to 
 the weather conditions. 
 The Group set to work, 
 however, with dispatch 
 and single 
 purposefulness toward 
 going overseas. 
 Personnel continued to 
 arrive and the rosters 
 were constantly 
 changing.  
 
The document “The 467th: 
A Year at Rackheath,” 

which provides a history of the group over its first year in England, adds these comments about 
Wendover: 
 
 For nearly three months, the training went ahead at Wendover. In spite of the miles of Utah salt 
 flats to the East, and of Nevada mountains to the West, life at this bleak base was not too bad. 
 
One aspect of life on the base that Glen Ferguson would later appreciate, though only for about three 
weeks, was included: 
 
 Many men were able to have their wives with them. 
  
The description continues: 
 
 Recreation at the various clubs on the base was not unpleasant. Training proceeded with the usual 
 problems of bad weather, old airplanes, inadequate maintenance facilities, and the common cold. 
 At the same time, the personnel rosters were in a constant state of flux as the authorities tried to 
 fill key positions with the “right men.”  
 
During the group’s first week at Wendover, its presence there grew rapidly. On November 3, 23 crews 
(230 men) were transferred from the 18th Replacement Wing. Three days later, 2nd Lt. Glen Ferguson 
and the members of the Stalie Reid crew arrived from the 470th Bomb Group with 19 other crews. Over 
the rest of November 1943, activities at Wendover focused on further organization at both squadron and 
group levels and completion of the first phase of advanced training. The group history refers to this as 
certification of pilots and copilots. In his chapter from The Army Air Forces in World War II (Craven and 
Cate, eds.), Thomas Greer gives a more detailed description of “phase” training: 

First Lt. Stalie Reid’s B-24 crew, 791st Bomb Squadron, 467th Bomb Group. 
Standing, left to right: Sylvio Dery, engineer; John Biggs, gunner, George 
Hamilton, gunner, Charles Vielbig, gunner, Mervin Shank, gunner, and Walter 
Kovalenko, radio operator. Kneeling: Louis Alier, bombardier, Glen Ferguson, 
navigator, Warren Mason, copilot, and Stalie Reid, pilot. Vielbig did not fly with 
the Reid crew after their first mission on April 10. He was replaced by Edward 
Hoke on three of the crew’s four remaining combat missions. 
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 The Second Air Force [the 467th Bomb Group was assigned to the Second Air Force for training], 
 which conducted the major portion of heavy bombardment training, divided it into three principal 
 phases. Until the end of 1943 each of the phases was usually given at a different base, but that 
 arrangement was then abandoned in favor of giving the entire program at one OTU [operational 
 training unit, see page 14] station. During the first phase, individual crew members received 
 instruction in their specialties, particular attention being given to instrument and night flying 
 exercises for pilots, cross-country tests for navigators, target runs for bombardiers, and air-to-air 
 firing for gunners. During the second phase, teamwork of the combat crew was stressed: bombing, 
 gunnery, and instrument flight missions were performed by full crews. The third phase aimed at 
 developing effective unit operation, the goal of the entire program. It included extensive exercises 
 in high-altitude formation flying, long-range navigation, target identification, and simulated 
 combat missions. 
 
The “467th Bomb Group (H) History” states that 
 
 in December the second phase (Bombardiers) of training was completed. . . . 
  The third and last phase (Navigators) was completed on 20 Jan 44. 
 
Second Lt. Glen Ferguson was the navigator with the Stalie Reid crew. As we will see, the completion of 
third-phase training on Thursday, January 20, would be especially important for him. 
 

* * * 
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