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Memorial Day, 2022 
 
To Friends of Norman Lane, 
 
This is Part Three of a series on the sacrifices made by three crews from the 390th Bomb Group (H) on 
the Bremen mission of October 8, 1943 . . . and on the wounds suffered by their families, some of which 
would never heal. Parts One and Two can be accessed at https://tinyurl.com/Apr-05-2022 and 
https://tinyurl.com/May-03-2022 , respectively. 
 

* * * 
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The reports from Albert Martin, James Helms, and Harold Lambert (see pages 15-16, 
https://tinyurl.com/May-03-2022 ) were received by the War Department before January 31, 1946—the 
cutoff date for the “Honor List of Dead and Missing,” which was compiled by the War Department for 
each state and published in June of that year. The list included “the latest and most complete data 
available on all military personnel who were killed or died, or became and remained missing.” The 
Foreword to the list clarified “Finding of Death” status: 
 
 Findings of Death under Public Law 490 [March 7, 1942] and its amendments are made in the 
 case of persons when--and only when--there is either conclusive proof that the person is dead or 
 equally overwhelming evidence that under the circumstances the person could not have remained 
 alive.  
 
The Foreword (published in June, 1946) continued: 
 
 The physical search for missing persons, which went on all during the war, has been expanded and 
 extended since the collapse of enemy resistance. Experts in all fields of investigation and 
 identification have been sent into areas where missing persons were last seen. Through 
 conferences with local officials and clergymen and by means of checks of rosters and other 
 military lists, the bodies of missing persons are being recovered and identified daily. . . . The War 
 Department is reluctant to hold out hope to next of kin that any missing personnel are still alive. 
 

 As stated above, the Honor Lists for each state 
 were published in June, 1946. S/Sgt. Frank 
 Grubb, whose home of record was Bingham 
 County, Idaho—Right Waist Gunner for the 
 James Pedersen crew on the Bremen mission—
 was listed as Killed in Action (KIA). But S/Sgt. 
 Emil Mateyak of Cook County, Illinois—Tail 
 Gunner for the Pedersen crew that day—was 
 listed as Finding of Death (FOD). His remains, 
 buried in a common grave in a civilian cemetery 
 near the village of Quelkhorn, Germany, would 
 not be recovered and identified until March or 
 April. Together with Emil Mateyak and two of 
 his fellow crew members from Blood, Guts and 
 Rust II, three men from the crew of Pulsatin’ 
 Polly were listed as FOD on the June, 1946, 
 Honor List. These included the Pilot, 1stLt. 
 Marshall Shepherd, last seen “still in [the] cockpit 

at [the] controls,” the Navigator, 2ndLt. Jesse Wyatt, last seen “forced against [the] nose gun of [the] ship 
as it started to spin,” and the Ball Turret Gunner, S/Sgt. Robert Ross, last seen “standing beside me 
[S/Sgt. Helms] in the waist of the ship.”  
 

* * * 
 

According to Jens-Michael Brandes of the “Aviation Archaeology Working Group, Lower Saxony,” 
“KU” (Kampfflugzeuge US) reports were prepared by the Luftgaue (see page 2, https://tinyurl.com/May-
03-2022 ), providing intelligence on downed American bombers. Information gathered from the wreckage 
of the aircraft, including the fates of the crew members, was included in each report. Similarly, “KE”  
(Kampfflugzeuge England) reports related to British bombers. A post from 2005 (“DC Board Archive - 
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RAF Commands”) titled “Luftgaukommando reports NARA” describes “AV” reports as relating to all 
aircraft, where “AV” may indicate the location where the files were captured. A third source indicates that 
probably more than half of the original KU reports were destroyed by the end of the war, but various 
Allied units were able to capture many of these files. For those concerning American personnel, American 
authorities prepared English translations of the German documents. And in many cases, copies of the 
original German documents, as English language translations, appear in the respective Missing Air Crew 
Reports (MACRs; see page 4, https://tinyurl.com/Apr-05-2022).   
 
MACR 783, downloaded from the National Archives online catalog on March 11, 2021, consists of thirty-
five pages. Ten of these are translated copies of Luftwaffe KU and AV reports (see above) on two of the 
three 390th Bomb Group crash sites, casualties, and POWs from the October 8, 1943, Bremen mission. At 
some level, reports on members of the Pedersen crew were mixed with those referencing the Shepherd 
crew. In the following, the relevant pages from these reports, prepared by the German military during the 
war but later captured and translated by American forces, are described.   
 
The first page refers to KU report 232, date of reference October 8, 1943, and is handwritten in English 
cursive. As transcribed, this information on the death of S/Sgt. Charles Brown reads as follows: 
 
 KU 232 Oct. 8, 1943 Fortress Confirmation of L.P. no. 104 961/43 of Oct. 28, 1943 
 
 Brown, Charles, S/Sgt. Ident. Tag 31159787 Dead grave 25  
 
According to the report, the body of S/Sgt. Brown had been recovered by the Oldenburg salvage squad 
(see page 12), identified by his dog tags, and connected with the crash of a B-17 Flying “Fortress.” He 
had been buried in “grave 25.” An on-site investigation by Graves Registration personnel in the spring of 
1946 would prove otherwise. To minimize confusion, however, we will continue to refer to this deceased 
American airman as S/Sgt. Charles Brown. 
 
We know that the crash sites where the bodies of S/Sgt. Brown (as reported) and S/Sgt. Frank Grubb (KU 
231, MACRs 783 and 784, Pedersen crew) were recovered that afternoon, by salvage squads from 
Oldenburg and Wunstorf (see page 7), respectively, were about 20 miles apart. S/Sgt. Brown was buried 
at Oldenburg, while S/Sgt. Grubb was interred at Quelkhorn (see map, page 4). As it appears with MACR 

 783, the translation of KU 231 recording informa-
 tion on S/Sgt. Grubb’s death also includes the 
 comment, “Confirmation of L.P. no. 104 961/43 
 Oct. 28, 1943” (see above). S/Sgt. Grubb’s 
 German burial card, included with his Individual 
 Deceased Personnel File (IDPF), refers to “R.d.L. 
 No. 105 529/43 v. 10 Dez. 43.” The German buri-
 al card for T/Sgt. William Masters refers to 
 “R.d.L. Nr. 105 759/43. (A) 3 D v. 14.1.44.” A 
 Graves Registration document, titled “Burial 
 Information,” is also found in T/Sgt. Masters’ 
 IDPF. It includes the comment, in an English 
 translation apparently taken from KU 232, 

“Confirmation of L.P. No. 104 961/43 of Oct. 28, 1943,” identical to those given above for S/Sgts. Brown 
and Grubb. Under “Remarks” is typed: “The German Minister of Aviation [R.d.L., Reichsminister der 
Luftfahrt] and Commander-in-Chief Air Forces. Air Force Personnel Bureau [L.P., Luftwaffe 
Personalamt] . . . No. 105 759/ a 3 D.” Both offices are described in the organizational chart for the  
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German Air Force High Command (Handbook of German Military Forces, March 15, 1945). 
Reichsmarschall Hermann Göring served as both Minister of Aviation and Luftwaffe Commander-in-
Chief. On these reports, “L.P” and “R.d.L.” stand for Luftwaffe Personnel Bureau and Minister of 
Aviation, respectively, as translated.   
 
The body of T/Sgt. William B. Masters was also identified, although there is no written reference to an 
identification tag or serial number, and he had been buried in the “New Cemetery Oldenburg [see page  
16], Section I, Field II, Row 10,” in “grave 26,” which was next to S/Sgt. Brown’s reported resting place. 
The body of one Unknown was also recovered and buried in grave 24. At the time the original report was  
prepared, there was no record accounting for 1stLt. Marshall Shepherd, 2ndLt. Jesse Wyatt, or S/Sgt. 
Robert Ross. 
 
The KU 232 report continues with information on the four survivors from the Shepherd crew, all of whom 
were “taken prisoner.” S/Sgts. James Helms, Harold Lambert, and Albert Martin, and 2ndLt. Owen Smith 
are listed by their names, ranks, dates of birth, and serial numbers. The record, dated October 8, 1943, 
identifies all four men with a Fortress crew. 
 
A typed translation (designated “AV 421/44”) from a captured German military report, dated December 3, 
1943, reports the recovery of the body of the Copilot, 2ndLt. Neil P. Murphy, serial number O-672855, 
“washed ashore near Seehausen near Bremen, and recovered.” The remains had been “handed over to 
Hospital Bremen for preparations of interment,” with burial following on November 2 at the “Post  
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Cemetery Bremen Walle. . . . Grave No. 178 top,” which was located in “Field W.B.H.” The reporting 
unit was given as “Airbase Detail” (Flugplatzkommando, Flugplatzkdo.) “A 33/XI Wesermünde.” The  
wartime city of Wesermünde, about 35 miles north of Bremen (see map, page 4), was incorporated into 
the state of Bremen and renamed Bremerhaven in 1947. According to “Luftwaffe Airfields 1935-1945,” 
compiled by Henry deZeng, this airfield hosted primarily seaplane units during the war. Flugplatzkdo. A 
33/XI served as the station command from ca. February, 1943-March, 1944. The designation “33/XI”  
refers to section command 33 in Luftgau XI. Jens-Michael Brandes (see page 2) also provided the original 
“Name Loss List” prepared at the time by the German military (see figure, above). This appears to be  
the original report which was later captured and translated as “AV 421/44.” As noted at the time, German 
authorities could not connect 2ndLt. Murphy with a specific downed American aircraft or crash site.   
 

* * * 
 

The postwar accounts of the four survivors from the Shepherd crew (see pages 12-16, 
https://tinyurl.com/May-03-2022 ) do differ in significant ways, partially because Lt. Smith remained in 
the nose and forward section of the aircraft while the three gunners were in the waist and tail sections. 
Some of the reports focus on the damage from antiaircraft fire (including a direct hit by flak on the 
cockpit), while S/Sgt. Helms emphasizes the enemy fighter attacks. He also states that Lt. Shepherd had 
tried to use evasive action to extinguish the fire on one engine, while Lt. Smith recalls his crew leader as 
badly burned and injured by flak and unable to leave his seat on the flight deck. S/Sgt. Helms remembered 
S/Sgt. Lambert forcing “himself out through the waist door” to bail out, but S/Sgt. Lambert himself 
recalls being “thrown clear” of the aircraft in the explosion. The confusion of intense aerial combat, the 
traumatic experiences and the loss of fellow crew members, and the aftereffects of nineteen months in 
German POW camps are some of the factors at play in these postwar reports. 
 
Hit by flak, which severely wounded the pilot and may have killed Lt. Murphy and T/Sgt. Masters, the 
plane left the formation over the city of Bremen. Now burning and targeted by enemy fighters, the order 
to bail out was given. S/Sgt. Martin successfully bailed out from the emergency door in the tail, while 
S/Sgts. Brown, Helms, Lambert, and Ross struggled with the emergency release on the waist (main 
entrance) door. In the nose section, neither Lt. Smith nor Lt. Wyatt appears to have been wounded, but as 
the ship went into a spin, Lt. Wyatt was forced against the nose gun. Lt. Murphy and T/Sgt. Masters were 
incapacitated and possibly dead, and Lt. Shepherd, though conscious, was badly burned and unable to 
move from his seat in the cockpit. 
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The aircraft exploded. S/Sgt. Martin had already cleared the doomed plane. Lt. Smith and S/Sgts. Helms 
and Lambert were thrown clear, deployed their parachutes, and landed safely. S/Sgt. Lambert landed on 
the east bank of the Weser River, at the edge of the AG Weser/Deschimag shipyard (see photo, above). 
He believed the remains of the aircraft fell nearby, noting, “there was very little wind that day so the  
pieces of the ship would not have drifted far.” To the question, “Where did your aircraft strike the 
ground?” Lt. Smith replied: “Within [the] city of Bremen.” 
 
Jens-Michael Brandes added the information that Seehausen (5.3 miles northwest of the city of Bremen), 
where Lt. Murphy’s body was recovered (no date is given, but before November 2, 1943), is very close 
(0.9 miles) to Hasenbüren (see map, page 4, and pages 12-13), where Pulsatin’ Polly crashed, on the west 
bank of the Weser River. Almost directly across the river, at the corresponding point on the east bank, 
was a shipyard operated during the war by AG Weser (see photo, above). In his December, 1945, 
response to the official inquiry into the disappearance of 1stLt. Marshall Shepherd, S/Sgt. Harold Lambert 
had stated that “our target for 8 October 1943 was the ship building yards at Bremen, Germany.” S/Sgt. 
Lambert further added that he “landed on the east bank of the river at the edge of the ship yard,” and 
thought “the remains of the plane fell nearby.”  
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If the remains of the plane fell nearby, it is possible if not likely that some parts fell into the Weser River. 
Given the facts of the explosion, it is not known whether Lt. Murphy was blown clear of the aircraft at 
that time, but his body did eventually wash ashore from the river.  
 

* * * 
 

Three 390th Bomb Group aircraft, Blood, Guts and Rust II (Pedersen), Pulsatin’ Polly (Shepherd), and 
Devil’s Daughter (Rennels), were lost on the Bremen mission of October 8, 1943. The Individual 
Deceased Personnel Files (IDPFs) for the four deceased members—S/Sgt. Emil Mateyak, S/Sgt. Frank 
Grubb, S/Sgt. Anton Kohler, and S/Sgt. Robert Redding—of the crew led by Capt. James Pedersen, 
Blood, Guts and Rust II, 568th Bomb Squadron, contained eyewitness reports of two crashes that day, 

 near the towns of Fischerhude and 
 Quelkhorn, about 12 miles east of Bremen 
 (see map, page 4). The “Report of 
 Investigation Area Search,” dated April 1, 
 1946, and signed by PFC John Materna, 
 Graves Registration, included a brief 
 narrative based on interviews conducted 
 on March 21 and 22 with the 
 Quelkhorn master (chief) of police, the 
 burgermeister (mayor) of Fischerhude,  

two local farmers, and the Quelkhorn cemetery caretaker. The narrative described the crashes of two 
American bombers “in Quelkhorn” “at 3:20 in the afternoon” of October 8, 1943. “One plane was hit by 
flak and exploded in the air. The other tried a forced landing, but hit some wires and exploded.” 
 
In addition to the two sets of remains recovered from a common grave in Quelkhorn cemetery and 
identified, at the site, as those of Emil Mateyak and Frank Grubb, three sets of remains were recovered 
and identified on-site as members of the 306th Bomb Group crew led by 1stLt. Lawrence Kooima. Their 
B-17 was also shot down on the October 8 
Bremen mission. In the statement obtained 
from the Quelkhorn chief of police, the 
Quelkhorn cemetery burials of ten bodies 
(as reported) on October 9, 1943, were 
“made by the salvage command 
Wunstorf.” “Ten parachutists who jumped 
out have been taken prisoner in the com-
munity Quelkhorn by the 8th Flak Div. of 
Bremen.” Over time (1946-1950), it was 
conclusively established that the common 
grave in Quelkhorn cemetery contained 
nine sets of remains—those of S/Sgts. 
Mateyak, Grubb, Kohler, and Redding 
(Pedersen crew, 390th Bomb Group) and 
those of five airmen from the Kooima 
crew, 306th Bomb Group. 
 
In October, 2021, Jens-Michael Brandes provided me with two pages from the original summary report 
(“Meldung der gesamten Abschüsse für Monat Oktober 1943”) compiled by Luftgaukommando 
(Luftgaukdo.) XI for downings of Allied aircraft during October, 1943 (see figure, top of page 8). The two 
pages covered forty incidents over October 2-9. In addition, Jens-Michael sent two pages from a  
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translated list of “Flak victories” for the 8th Flak Division of Bremen (see page 7 and figure, below), 
covering the period August 23-November 26, 1943 (sixty downed aircraft). Two entries from the 
Luftgaukdo. XI report describe “Boeing” bombers (the B-24 Liberator was designed by Consolidated 
Aircraft, not Boeing) shot down at 3:20 p.m. (“15.20 Uhr”) and 3:29 p.m., respectively, on October 8. No 
other crash sites in either Fischerhude or Quelkhorn were recorded for that afternoon. Both incidents were 
attributed to flak and fighter aircraft, with the crash sites located, respectively, at “Fischerhude, 20 km w. 
Rotenburg i.Han.” and “Quelkhorn, n.o. Bremen” (“northeast of Bremen”) (see map, page 4). The 
present-day town of Rotenburg an der Wümme was known as Rotenburg in Hannover until 1969. A map 
measurement today places Fischerhude 23 kilometers west of Rotenburg, in agreement with the 1943 
Luftgaukdo. XI report.   
 
Handwritten notes, sources and dates unknown, appear for both entries; these were already present on the 
pages when obtained by Jens-Michael. For the 3:20 p.m. entry, MACRs 947 (Meadows crew, 100th 
Bomb Group) and 867 (Kooima crew, 306th Bomb Group, see page 7) are noted. For the 3:29 p.m. entry, 
MACR 783 (Shepherd crew, 390th Bomb Group) is noted. There is no notation for the Pedersen crew 
(MACR 784). The reference to the Kooima crew is supported by the 1946 area investigation report, but 
those for the Shepherd and Meadows crews are not.  
 
The translated list of 8th Flak Division victories for October 8 also describes two crash sites for “Boeing 
Fortress II” bombers “near Fischerhude” and “near Quelkhorn,” with the latter given a time of 3:29 p.m. 
The two downings appear in the list as entries number 159 and 160. Penciled notations connect the 
Fischerhude crash site with the Kooima crew and the Quelkhorn incident with the Shepherd crew. The  
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Quelkhorn site is also connected with a photograph, referred to as “HU 2536.” Again, there is no 
reference to the Pedersen crew, the reference to the Kooima crew is supported by the area investigation 
report, but that for the Shepherd crew is not. 
 
The April 1, 1946, Graves Registration report (see page 7) identifies two crash sites on two farms, that of 
Willi Winkelmann at Fischerhude and that of Hermann Gieschen at Quelkhorn. Quelkhorn is only 1.6 
miles northeast of Fischerhude (see map, page 4). Nine bodies were recovered from the crash sites by 
soldiers from salvage command Wunstorf and buried in one common grave in Quelkhorn cemetery. The 

 dates of burial given by those interviewed and in 
 other German documents range from October 9-
 12. The grave was marked with a wooden cross, 
 with the inscription, “Hier liegen 10 Anglo-
 Amerikanische Flieger” (“Here lie 10 American 
 flyers”). The discrepancy in the number of 
 deceased is evident even in the 1946 statement 
 given by Hermann Wilkens, the caretaker who 
 buried them. Postwar recoveries of the nine sets 
 of remains eventually led to the identifications of 
 four as members of the Pedersen crew and five as 
 members of the Kooima crew. None were 
 identified as members of the Shepherd crew. 

 
But for the Pedersen and Kooima crews, which aircraft crashed at which location? 
 
Farmer Willi Winkelmann reported, as translated, that “two American four motored bombers circled the 
community of Fischerhude. One was burning and exploded in the air.” Mayor Johann Muller stated that 
“they circled over Fischerhude and I noticed that one was burning.” This plane “exploded in the air after 
being hit from Flak that was fired at them 
from the area of Oberneuland” (5.5 miles 
west/southwest of Fischerhude). He re-
called that “about three or four men 
jumped before the plane exploded.” He 
went to the crash site, noting that “the 
plane was in many pieces and I noticed 
about three or four bodies.” Four POWs 
were taken from the Kooima crew, aircraft 
serial number 42-29959, 306th Bomb 
Group, MACR 867. This aircraft had last 
been sighted over Bremen at 3:16 p.m. In 
MACR 867, one surviving crew member referred to the doomed aircraft, hit by both antiaircraft fire and 
enemy fighters, as "crippled and burning." A second survivor stated that Lt. Kooima "gave us a chance to 
go first, then [the] plane blew up."  
 
Farmer Hermann Gieschen saw one “four motored American bomber circling Quelkhorn. The plane was 
not hit and trying to land. I was told that the plane hit an electric wire and exploded." He later went to the 

 scene of the crash. Then-Capt. James 
 Pedersen, Blood, Guts and Rust II (aircraft 
 serial number 42-30330), 390th Bomb 
 Group, MACR 784, had in a March, 1979, 
 letter to Bob Jesko, a nephew of Emil   
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Mateyak, remembered watching his aircraft continue to fly, after he, the Copilot, and four others had 
successfully bailed out. His aircraft had last been sighted over Bremen at 3:15 p.m. on October 8: 
 
  I could see the aircraft as I was coming down. It made a wide circle to the left, diving until it built 
 up speed and then the nose would come up until it stalled--and then it would repeat the sequence. 
 It hit the ground a minute or two before I did. There was one chute streaming from the tail. 
 
He did not comment on whether the plane had hit wires and exploded on crashing, but it does not seem to 
have exploded in the air, as did the Kooima aircraft.  
 
Mayor Johann Muller added: “About three or four men jumped before the plane exploded [but] I saw no 
parachutist from the first plane.” It seems that Muller was referring to the Pedersen aircraft as “the first 
plane.” Three of the four members of the Pedersen crew who lost their lives appear to have been aboard 
Blood, Guts and Rust II when the aircraft hit wires and exploded. Then-Capt. Pedersen’s postwar 
responses to official requests for information appear in MACR 784 and include the following: 
 
 Sgt. Kohler [Ball Turret Gunner] carried his chute with him in the ball turret, which enabled him 
 to bail out easier than anyone in the ship. The ship was hit hard on the underside by a burst of flak 
 directly over the target. Kohler may have been disabled by that burst. 
 
 Sgt. Mateyak [Tail Gunner] usually talked quite a bit over the interphone, but after my last contact 
 with him . . . [just after turning on the bomb run] he was not heard from. . . . He may have been 
 badly wounded during the bomb run. 
 
In his March, 1979, letter to Bob Jesko, then-Capt. Pedersen added: 
 
 Emil, the tail gunner, and Kohler, the ball turret gunner, had the most accessible escape doors in 
 the airplane. The only logical explanation for their not bailing out (if they didn’t) is that they were 
 incapacitated. 
 
His postwar statements, appearing in MACR 784, continue:  
 
 Radio operator, T/Sgt M. A. Urban saw Redding [Left Waist Gunner] putting on his chute as 
 Urban ran through waist of the ship. 
 
 The radio operator T/Sgt M. A. Urban, saw Sgt Grubb [Right Waist Gunner] trying to force the 
 main entrance door open. Urban rushed at the door pushing it open against the slip stream far 
 enough to fall out. I do not know if Grubb bailed out or not, but one of the waist gunners [Frank 
 Grubb or Robert Redding] bailed out the waist window, his chute caught on the tail, and he was 
 dragged down with the ship. I saw the chute on the tail as I left the plane. 
 
In a 2019 phone interview with Mrs. Sharon Grubb Welker, Frank Grubb’s niece, she relayed a story that 
her father George Grubb had told her. The doomed waist gunner, whose parachute caught on the tail, was 
S/Sgt. Frank Grubb. He was dragged down with the aircraft and was killed.  
 
While S/Sgt. Robert Redding’s condition and location just before his aircraft “hit some wires and 
exploded” is unknown, these reports are consistent with the fact that Johann Muller saw no one bailing 
out from the Pedersen plane in that time frame. The remains of all four men, three of whom were 
designated as “Unknown,” were recovered from the crash site and buried in the common grave. Both the 
original “German burial card” for S/Sgt. Grubb, which included his serial number, and its translation are 
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included in his IDPF (see page 3). Confirmation of the identities of his three deceased crew mates would 
have to await the end of the war (1946 for S/Sgt. Mateyak and late 1949-early 1950 for S/Sgt. Kohler and 
S/Sgt. Redding). 
  
Two aircraft are described in the April, 1946, Graves Registration narrative. The plane that was hit by flak 
and exploded in the air was serial number 42-29959, Kooima crew, 306th Bomb Group, MACR 867. This 
is the downing described in entry 34 of the Luftgaukdo. XI summary report, 3:20 p.m., October 8, 1943, 
Fischerhude, and as the 159th victory, 8th Flak Division Bremen, near Fischerhude. 
 
In September, 2013, the late Brigitte and Manfred Arend, then living in Oyten, Germany, placed a 
commemorative plaque for the Kooima crew at the crash site just west of Fischerhude. In researching the 
details of the crash and the present-day location of the crash site, they also collaborated with Jens-Michael 
Brandes. The results of their work were published online in a June 4, 2014, article by Kaya Leimann in 
the Weser-Kurier (Bremen), and they corroborate the present findings. (A translated version of the article 
can be read here:  https://tinyurl.com/2014-Kooima-article .) 
 

 
The plane that “tried a forced landing [with no one at the controls, see pages 9-10], but hit some wires and 
exploded” was Blood, Guts and Rust II (serial number 42-30330), Pedersen crew, 390th Bomb Group, 
MACR 784. This is the downing described in entry 17 of the Luftgaukdo. XI summary report, 3:29 p.m., 
October 8, 1943, Quelkhorn, and as the 160th victory, 8th Flak Division Bremen, near Quelkhorn (see 
page 8). The photograph referred to on page 9 was a photograph of the crash site (see photo, page 1) that 
was taken by German authorities, presumably the salvage command Wunstorf (see also page 2, 
https://tinyurl.com/May-03-2022 ). Personnel from both the 8th Flak Division, based in Bremen 12 miles 
from the crash site, and from salvage command Wunstorf, based at the Luftwaffe airfield almost 50 miles 
away, are known to have been involved with different aspects of the two aircraft crashes. Handwritten 
notes (see page 8) connect this photograph with the 160th victory listed on the 8th Flak Division 
summary. After the war the photo was captured by Allied soldiers, who provided the translated caption:  
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 HU 25836  The 160th victim, described as a Boeing Fortress II, shot down at 15.29 hrs, near 
 Quelkhorn, on 8th October, 1943.  
 
What appears to be a utility pole, as would be used to support overhead power lines, is clearly visible in 
the photograph. (Note that the numeral “8” from “25836” is truncated in the remark [see page 8] written 
on the 8th Flak Division report.)  
 

* * * 
 
If the Shepherd crew and Pulsatin’ Polly did not crash near either Fischerhude or Quelkhorn, where was 
the crash site? 
 
In another message from Jens-Michael Brandes, he referred to the translated transcript of a second report 
from Luftgaukdo. XI for October 8, 1943—the Abschüsskladde, which provided a daily log of handwritten 
entries as early reports of new crash sites came in by phone from airfields and other authorities: 
 
 There is a crash site reported at 3:30 p.m. at Hasenbüren, 8 kilometers northwest of Bremen city. 
 Shot down by flak, with 2 KIA and 6 POW. Salvage command from airbase Oldenburg. 
 
This record appears as entry 33 on the Luftgaukdo. XI summary report referred to previously (see page 7). 
The incident involved the downing of a “Boeing” (B-17 Flying Fortress) at 3:30 p.m. by fighter aircraft.  
 

 
The crash site was “Hasenbüren, 8 km n.w. Bremen.” As referred to previously, four crew members—
2ndLt. Owen Smith, S/Sgt. Harold Lambert, S/Sgt. James Helms, and S/Sgt. Albert Martin—survived the 
incident. Four bodies were eventually recovered by Graves Registration and identified after the war—
those of 2ndLt. Neil Murphy, T/Sgt. William Masters, S/Sgt. Charles Brown, and S/Sgt. Robert Ross. 
Two bodies were never recovered and remain unaccounted for today, those of 1stLt. Marshall Shepherd 
and 2ndLt. Jesse Wyatt. 
 
On November 1, 2021, I received Lt. Shepherd’s IDPF. On August 2, 1950, a special Board of Officers 
met to consider the cases of 1stLt. Marshall Shepherd and 2ndLt. Jesse Wyatt. At the time both men 
remained unaccounted for, nearly seven years after their failure to return from the Bremen mission. 
Among the evidence reviewed at the 1950 meeting, before the official finding that the remains of the two 
men were “non-recoverable,” was an official narrative based on a field investigation conducted by Graves 
Registration personnel on November 15, 1949. That investigation included a visit with Friedrich Hagens 
of Hasenbüren. Pulsatin’ Polly had crashed near his house on the afternoon of October 8, 1943. The 
narrative continued: 
 
 Mr. Hagens was able to give a picture of the plane after the crash (everybody was in the cellar 
 when the crash occurred). According to Mr.  Hagens statement the plane must have exploded in a 
 considerably high altitude since parts of it were scattered over an area of approximately three (3) 
 kilometers. The only bigger parts seen by Mr. Hagens were two (2) motors, the tail with two (2) 
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 deceased and part of one wing. Due 
 to the fact that the plane crashed in 
 the direction towards the Weser 
 river, which is only 100 to 200 
 yards from his house and due to the 
 fact that two (2) still missing crew 
 members have never been found 
 although the area around 
 Hasenbueren consists of open fields 
 and meadows only, it is the belief of Mr. Hagens that the nose of the plane must have crashed into 
 the Weser river. This theory is hardened by the fact that one of the crew members, at present 
 reburied in Neuville, was found in the Weser river about four (4) weeks after the crash, and also 
 by the fact that the plane did not cause any crater which possibly might contain the remains of the 
 two (2) deceased in question. 
 
The two deceased crew members seen by Mr. Hagens, in or near the tail section, could have been T/Sgt. 
Masters, S/Sgt. Brown, or possibly S/Sgt. Ross, although the latter was not identified in the reports 
prepared by the German military.  
 
The findings from the field investigation were summarized:  
 
 Concerning a/c # 42-30292 it must be concluded that the front part of the plane crashed into the 
 Weser river with the pilot and navigator inside as mentioned above. 
 
The investigation report further recommended that 
 
 the remains of 1st Lt. Shepherd and of 2nd Lt. Wyatt be declared unrecoverable due to the fact 
 that after six (6) years a check of the ground of the Weser river, the depth of which is from 10 to 
 15 meters, and its width approximately 250 meters around the Hasenbueren area, will hardly 
 reveal any positive results.  
 

* * * 
 

 On November 12, 1945, almost four years to the date before that field 
 investigation in Hasenbüren and the interview with Friedrich Hagens, John 
 Shepherd had written directly to the Commanding General, AAF, requesting 
 information on his son’s fate. A November 21 reply, signed by Maj. Gen. 
 Frederick Anderson, Assistant Chief of Air Staff for Personnel, AAF 
 Headquarters, read: 
 
  Reply will be made as soon as we can ascertain the facts. 
 
  General Arnold has directed that you, who have sacrificed so much,  
  have all the assistance we can give you. 

 
On November 28, identical letters went out from AAF Headquarters to S/Sgts. James Helms, Harold 
Lambert, and Albert Martin and now-1stLt. Owen Smith, requesting “all available information regarding 
disappearance” of 1stLt. Marshall Shepherd on the October 8, 1943, Bremen mission (see page 14, 
https://tinyurl.com/May-03-2022 ). The responses from all but Lt. Smith appear to have been received by 
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the first week of January, 1946. Lt. Smith wrote his response on April 13. On September 26, 1946, ten 
months after his original request, John Shepherd again wrote to the Commanding General, AAF.  
 
It is worth pointing out that John Shepherd’s first letter was written four days after Gen. Henry “Hap” 
Arnold, the AAF’s first Commanding General, had submitted his request to retire from the military. As 
one source states, “Commencing terminal leave immediately, Hap no longer headed the AAF as Spaatz 
[Gen. Carl Spaatz] prepared to succeed him as chief.” A second source adds to the description of the 
leadership issue: “Arnold’s bad heart forced him from active duty by November 1945. . . . Spaatz got the 
job as the second and last Commanding General of the Army Air Forces.” 
 
John Shepherd’s second letter read, in part: 
 

  I do not wish to be impatient but I do 
  want to call your attention to the fact  
  that while we did receive notice of  
  presumptious [the correct word would 
  be “presumptive”] death as of October 
  9th., 1944, we have never known fully 
  from the War Department what  
  became of our son’s body or if it had 
  ever been found. 
 
 It is also true that we were able to 
 contact two of the crew members 
 (who escaped in parachute) and they 
 explained to us that the plane  

 exploded in mid-air and there were only four survivors. These men said they had made a full 
 official report to the War Department altho we have no official report from you. 
 
 To a heartbroken father three years is a long time and surely you must be in possession of facts in 
 connection with his death, which have not been given me, and I certainly shall appreciate your 
 forwarding such information as you have at this time. 
 
There were two official letters in response. The first, dated October 18, came from Maj. Gen. Anderson’s 
deputy, Brig. Gen. Leon Johnson. This letter included a detailed summary of the accounts of the four 
surviving crew members, given in their responses to the inquiry into the disappearance of Marshall 
Shepherd. A second letter from the office of the Quartermaster General, dated October 31, emphasized the 
intensive search operations then underway “to locate the remains of deceased Americans”:  
 
 As yet, however, no report has been received that your son’s remains have been discovered. 
 
 I sincerely hope that this intensive search will result in the discovery and identification of your 
 son’s remains. Please be assured that when further information is received, you will be informed 
 with a minimum of delay. 
 
For two years the War Department had maintained Finding of Death status in the matter of 1stLt. 
Marshall Shepherd, with a Presumed Date of Death given as October 9, 1944. Early in March, 1947, 
however, acting on the responses of the surviving crew members to the official inquiry into Lt. 
Shepherd’s disappearance, this was changed in an official “Report of Death.” Lt. Shepherd’s casualty 
status was reclassified as Killed in Action, with a date of death given as October 8, 1943. This 
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determination was also influenced by Lt. Owen Smith’s statement that his pilot and crew leader had been 
“reported dead by [the] Germans.”  
 
The War Department sent a letter to John Shepherd on March 12, 1947, notifying the heartbroken father: 
“The Secretary of War has asked me to express his deep regret that your son . . .” 
 
Meanwhile, efforts by Graves Registration personnel in Europe to investigate possible connections 
between known dental and other physical identification data for Lt. Shepherd with sets of “unknown” 
remains that had been reburied in the wartime US military cemetery at Neuville-en-Condroz, Belgium, 
continued into the fall of 1948. 
 
As of November, 1949, however, these and other efforts to recover and/or identify the remains of 
Marshall Shepherd had failed. Six full years had passed since Pulsatin’ Polly had left the ground at 
Framlingham on her final mission. Writing in his POW journal, 2ndLt. Joseph Carter had described the 
moments after Blood, Guts and Rust II had taken to the air that October afternoon: 
 
 We gave her the gun at 12:37 & started off down the runway. As we left the ground at the end of 
 the runway I waved at an English worker standing there—he waved back to me. That is the last I 
 saw of the English in England. 
 
Perhaps Marshall Shepherd had a similar experience that early fall afternoon. And as of about 3:30 that 
same afternoon, no one would ever see Marshall Shepherd again. 
 
The concluding chapter in the case of 1stLt. Marshall Shepherd began with the field investigation 
conducted by Graves Registration in the vicinity of the crash site in the town of Hasenbüren, Germany, 
about 6 miles northwest of Bremen.  The “Narrative Report of Field Investigation” (see page 12) was 
dated November 15, 1949. Four years had passed since Marshall’s heartbroken father had first written to 
the Commanding General, AAF, requesting information on his son’s fate.  
     

* * * 
 
The letter to John Shepherd, notifying him of the Board of Officers’ final decision to declare his son’s 
remains as not recoverable, was dated August 30, 1950. The final paragraph of the letter from Col. James 
Clearwater, Chief of the Memorial Division, Quartermaster Corps, reads: 
 
 Realizing the extent of your great loss, it is with reluctance that you are sent the information that 
 there is no grave at which to pay homage. May the knowledge of your son’s honorable service to 
 his country be a source of sustaining comfort to you. 
 
October 4, 1950, came five years after the end of the Second World War. The seventh anniversary of the 
Bremen mission that had taken the lives of eleven young men from the 390th Bomb Group would come 
four days later. The flames of the Korean War, which would eventually claim the lives of more than 
33,700 Americans, had been raging for more than three months. On October 4, John Shepherd responded 
to Col. Clearwater, in  his last known official correspondence regarding his son’s fate. His letter reflects 
the anguish felt by a father who has lost his son, and it also conveys a powerful condemnation of 
mankind: 
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 In view of the present chaotic 
 condition one cannot but feel that my 
 son along with tens of thousands of 
 other fine American sons gave their 
 life in a vain effort to preserve our 
 precious American way of life and a 
 permanent peace to the world. 
 
 Those of us in both high and low 
 estate are ashamed that in our greed 
 for power and wealth [we] have let 
 these fine boys down. Can it be 
 possible that they are forgotten by the 
 average citizen? 
 
  * * * 
 
 As of November 8, 1943, one month after 

 the Bremen mission, seven of ten men 
who had been aboard Pulsatin’ Polly before the aircraft exploded had been accounted for. Four—2ndLt. 
Smith, S/Sgt. Helms, S/Sgt. Lambert, and S/Sgt. Martin were POWs, and three—2ndLt. Murphy, T/Sgt. 
Masters, and S/Sgt. Brown were confirmed as Killed in Action. Three more, S/Sgt. Robert Ross, 1stLt. 
Marshall Shepherd, and 2ndLt. Jesse Wyatt were officially Missing in Action; when the War Department 
Honor Lists of Dead and Missing were published for the states of Ohio, North Carolina, and Alabama in 

 June, 1946, all three would officially be listed as 
 Finding of Death. From S/Sgt. Ross’ IDPF, we 
 know that his remains were recovered and 
 identified, before May 3, 1946, in the same 
 Oldenburg cemetery (“New Protestant cemetery, 
 civilian”) where the burials of his fellow crew 
 members Charles Brown and William Masters 
 had been reported. 
 
 Over a thirteen-month period between March 8, 
 1949, and the end of spring, 1950, Robert Ross 
 (the date of S/Sgt. Ross’ permanent interment 
 was April 11, 1949) and Charles Brown would 
 join 5,160 other American war dead for which 
 Ardennes American Cemetery and Memorial, 
 near Neupré, Belgium, was chosen as the final 
 resting place. Three of their fellow airmen from 
 the 390th Bomb Group—Emil Mateyak, Frank 
 Grubb, and Anton Kohler—have been resting in 
 peace there with them there now for more than 
 seventy years. 
 
 A forty-five-minute drive from the Ardennes 
 American Cemetery and Memorial, following 
 European route E25 to the northeast, into The 
 Netherlands, takes one to the site of the   
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Netherlands American Cemetery and Memorial, near the village of Margraten. The site that was selected 
for the temporary US Military Cemetery during the war has a rich historical background. It lies near the 
famous Cologne-Boulogne highway, originally built by the Romans (Chaussée Brunehaut is the French 
name for the Roman road, sometimes referred to as the Via Belgica) and used by Julius Caesar during his 
campaign in Northern Gaul, 57 BC (see map, above). Later, this road served as a warpath for 

  Charlemagne, Charles V, Napoleon, and Kaiser  
  Wilhelm II. In May, 1940, Hitler’s legions advanced  
  over the route of the highway in overrunning the Low  
  Countries. In September, 1944, the Nazis once more  
  traveled along this famous road as they withdrew from  
  the countries they had occupied for four years. In  
  addition to its historical significance, the location of the 
  temporary military cemetery is surrounded by the  
  natural beauty of the southern Netherlands countryside. 
  In April of 1947, the War Department decided that a  
  new cemetery on this site would become a permanent  
  burial site for American war dead. Reinterments began 
  on December 1, 1948, and were completed over that  
  winter.  
 
  Here today at the Netherlands American Cemetery and 
  Memorial are buried another 8,301 American war dead, 
  forming a silent Band of Brothers that reaches out to  
  Robert Ross, Charles Brown, Emil Mateyak, Frank  
  Grubb, and Anton Kohler, 30 miles away. Entering the 
  Cemetery, you pass by the museum. On its exterior wall 
  are inscribed words taken from General Eisenhower’s  
  1951 dedication of the Golden Book in St. Paul’s  
  Cathedral, London: 
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 HERE WE AND ALL WHO SHALL HEREAFTER LIVE IN FREEDOM WILL BE 
 REMINDED . . .  
 

  
Continuing on to the Court of Honor, you approach the statue of the Mourning Woman, her tears flowing 
into the Reflecting Pool (see photos, above). Behind her, on the west side of the Chapel Tower, you read 
the inscription, freely translated from the funeral oration of  Pericles as recorded by Thucydides (circa 
460-400 B.C.) in his History of the Peloponnesian War: 
 
 EACH FOR HIS OWN MEMORIAL EARNED PRAISE THAT WILL NEVER DIE . . . 
 
As you walk to the opposite (east) side of the Tower, you gaze out upon the burial area, final resting place 
for over 8,000 souls, their headstones set in long curves. Turning to face the Tower, you see the doors to 
the Chapel before you. Above that entrance appears the inscription: 
 
 IN MEMORY OF THE VALOR AND THE SACRIFICES WHICH HALLOW THIS SOIL 
 
 



19 
 

 Now facing the Reflecting 
 Pool, as you return to the 
 Mourning Woman standing on 
 the Tower’s west side, the 
 Walls of the Missing stretch 
 along the sides of the Court of 
 Honor, flanking the pool. Here 
 are engraved the names of an 
 additional 1,722 men. Looking 
 to your right, on the North 
 Wall are inscribed the words: 
 
 HERE ARE RECORDED 
 THE NAMES OF   
 AMERICANS WHO 
 GAVE THEIR LIVES IN 
 THE SERVICE OF THEIR 
 COUNTRY AND WHO 
 SLEEP IN UNKNOWN 
 GRAVES 
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On the South Wall, translated in the Dutch language, the same statement appears: 
  
 HIER STAAN GEGRIFT DE NAMEN VAN AMERIKANEN DIE HUN LEVEN GAVEN 
 VOOR HUN VADERLAND EN EEN LAATSTE RUSTPLAATS VONDEN IN EEN 
 ONBEKEND  GRAF 
  
Now approaching the South Wall at its nearest (east) end, you come upon another inscription: 
 
 HONOR IS THEIRS WHO KNEW THE PATH OF HONOR 
 
After walking about half the length of the South Wall, you come to the name of Marshall Shepherd, 
which appears as the seventh of seven names in one upper panel: 
       

 SHEPHERD MARSHALL M 
 1 LT 390 BOMB GP (H)  NORTH CAROLINA 
  
Continuing farther, you reach the next-to-last set of three vertical panels. The seventh name engraved on 
the lower panel is that of Jesse Wyatt: 
 

 WYATT JESSE L 
  2 LT 569 BOMB SQ 390 BOMB GP (H) ALABAMA  
 

 
* * * 
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Beginning with the first postwar observance of Memorial Day at the Margraten US Military Cemetery  
 

 
and extending through the 1960 dedication of the permanent cemetery and memorial and to today, the 
graves of the Fallen and the names of the Missing—totaling more than 10,000—have been adopted by 
members of the local community. Recently, with sincere thanks to Roger Caelen and Bert Kleijnen of the 
Foundation for Adopting Graves at the American Cemetery in Margraten (please watch their video at 
https://vimeo.com/262010756 ), I was able to contact the adopters for the names of 1stLt. Marshall 
Shepherd and 2ndLt. Jesse Wyatt. One adopter wrote to me: 
 

  
 My wife and I adopted the name of Marshall at the “Wall of the Missing” several years ago. . . . 
  Minimum 1 time a month I visit the cemetery by my own, make a walk over there and stay 
 there in silence. 
  Twice a year I visit the cemetery with my family: my wife, myself, and our 4 children in 
 age of 9-7-3-1. We think that, after all these years, they may never forget that freedom isn’t self-

Scenes from the 1945 Memorial Day ceremony at Margraten United States Military Cemetery. 

Left, 1946—A Dutch family visits the grave of their adopted American soldier. Right, Probably early 1950s—The 
parents of PFC David R. Aldom, from Caldwell, New Jersey, visit their son’s grave. PFC Aldom was killed in 
action in Germany on April 14, 1945, while serving with the 86th Infantry Division.   
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 evident. When they enter the cemetery, we show them all the crosses over there and tell them that 
 every cross is for a young man who gave his life for our freedom. 
 

* * * 
 

The Shepherd and Wyatt families would never know the locations of the unknown graves in which their 
sons sleep, even today. John Shepherd lived another ten years, before being reunited with his son in a new 
Life, in August, 1960. The permanent Netherlands American Cemetery and Memorial in Margraten, that 
remembers Marshall Shepherd today, had been dedicated the month before. John Shepherd’s wife of fifty-
eight years, Annie McLaney Shepherd, lived to the age of ninety-six years, joining her son and husband 
on April 12, 1981. Her epitaph, taken from the opening verse of Psalm 103, reads: 
 
 Bless the Lord, O my soul.  
 
One month after her death, on May 13, the formal Dedication Memorial Service for the 390th Bomb 
Group was held at the newly restored Control Tower, Parham Airfield, Suffolk County, England. 
Speakers included the Commanding General, US 3rd Air Force, officers of the 390th Bomb Group 
Memorial Air Museum, Parham, and the chair of the Parham Parish Council. Among those in attendance 
was Bob Jesko of Chicago, nephew of S/Sgt. Emil Mateyak, Pedersen crew, 568th Bomb Squadron, who 
gave his life in the fight against tyranny in the skies over Bremen on October 8, 1943. The Rev. David 
Pitcher, then-Rector of Framlingham Parish, gave the scripture reading, continuing from the 103rd Psalm 
that Annie McLaney Shepherd loved so well: 
 
 13 Like as a father pitieth his children, so the LORD pitieth them that fear him. 
 14 For he knoweth our frame; he remembereth that we are dust. 
 15  As for man, his days are as grass: as a flower of the field, so he flourisheth. 
 16  For the wind passeth over it, and it is gone; and the place thereof shall know it no more. 
 17  But the mercy of the LORD is from everlasting to everlasting upon them that fear him, and 
  his righteousness unto children’s children. 
 

* * * 
 

The Story of the 390th Bombardment Group (H) was published in 1947. One section, titled “In 
Memoriam,” covers six pages—the names of those men Killed in Action, Missing in Action, and Killed in 
the Line of Duty. A short but very beautiful poem serves to introduce the names of those who gave their 
lives in the fight against tyranny. No source was cited for the poem, so I resorted to the internet. Instead of 
identifying the poem’s source, the search led me to the obituary for then-S/Sgt. William Francis Riordan, 
who rejoined many of his brothers-in-arms from the 390th Bomb Group in January, 2013, at the age of 
eighty-eight years. He had flown ten combat missions as a Tail Gunner during March and April, 1944, 
before being wounded in action. His 2013 obituary ended with the following lines: 
 
 There are no ranked white crosses in the sky, 
 No earth-bound markers set for men who fly; 
 But when, against the heaven’s endless blue, 
 In myriad form, and limned with glorious hue, 
 The sun-swept clouds roll up their summits high, 
 Remembered, those who left the earth, to die. 
 

* * * 
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* * * 

 
Photo credits: Jens-Michael Brandes, page 1; Allan Jesko, page 16 (upper and middle photos in the 
panel); Frank Leek, all photos on pages 17 and 18, page 19 (except for upper photo in lower right panel), 
and page 20; Raf Dyckmans, Fields of Honor - Database, page 21 (except for photo at left, upper panel). 
 
A short video (6:30) produced primarily from Frank Leek’s photographs of the Netherlands American 
Cemetery and Memorial can be viewed at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wOlaksUPi8U Unless 
otherwise indicated, all photo credits compliments of Frank Leek. 
 
 

  
   


