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April 5, 2022 
 
To Friends of Norman Lane, 
 
As of October 1, 1943, there were sixty enlisted men on active flying status with the 568th Bomb 
Squadron, 390th Bomb Group. The sixty men, for the sake of argument, are organized into fifteen 
statistical groups of four. At the end of the war in Europe, nineteen months later, two men (1.94, 
statistically) are missing from each of the fifteen groups: one (1.07) is dead, killed in action, and one 
(0.87) is a POW. Two men (2.07) from each group have been able to complete their combat tours. The 
grim statistics for the 568th for that one month, October, 1943 (eleven KIAs and eleven POWs, or 37% of 
the original sixty-man cohort), lead to one clear conclusion: if an enlisted man flying with the 568th as of  
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October 1 could survive the seven missions flown that month, his chances of surviving the war would 
increase significantly. 
 
As fate would have it, a slightly less grim picture emerges for the 569th Bomb Squadron over the same 
period. Of the fifty-two enlisted men on flying status as of October 1, the tours of two men were ended 
when they were wounded in action. Three others were transferred to the 482nd Bomb Group on October 
17 and completed their tours there. May of 1945 would find a total of nineteen other airmen missing from 
the October 1, 1943, group of enlisted men on flying status. Nine men have perished, with four killed in 
action that October, and ten are POWs, with seven having been taken prisoner that same month. The loss 
of one 569th aircraft, Pulsatin’ Polly, over Bremen, Germany, on October 8, 1943, led to the deaths of 
three of these enlisted men and the imprisonment of three others. 
 
In Masters of the Air, author Donald Miller provides these two perspectives on the four missions flown by 
the 390th and other Eighth Air Force bomb groups over October 8-14, 1943. The 390th, 95th, and 100th 
bomb groups flew together as the recently organized 13th Combat Bombardment Wing. No missions had 
been flown since October 4: 
 
 When the weather cleared over Germany on October 8, Eaker [now-Lt. Gen. Ira Eaker, 
 Commanding General of the Eighth Air Force] launched a succession of maximum-effort 
 missions, a second Blitz Week. After it was over the men would have a more appropriate name for 
 it: Black Week. 
 
 A week later [after the October 10 mission], one of these men [one of the few original officers 
 from the 100th Bomb Group remaining on flying status] told a friend that he used to think that 
 “the most mournful sound in the world” was the whistle of a freight train in the middle of the 
 night. That was wrong, he said. It was the “hum of engines on the flight line” in the darkness 
 before dawn. 
 
Under “General Summary of Operations,” the “390th Bombardment Group (H): History—October, 1943” 
captures some of the same sentiment in its factual account of the violence that month in the skies over 
Germany: 
 
 In October, 1943, the 390th group flew seven missions, lost 13 of its Flying Fortresses and their 
 crews, destroyed 117 enemy fighters, probably destroyed 17 and damaged 21. 
 
 October, 1943, will long be remembered as the month when the Luftwaffe did everything possible 
 to stop the Flying Fortresses. Friendly escorts of fighters for the bombers were not providing the 
 protection they were able to later. 
  The escorting aircraft were mostly Spitfires, whose limited radius of action made it 
 impossible for them to do much more than to accompany the bombers to the enemy coast, and 
 then to meet them there again on their way out. 
 
In his personal memoir written many years after the war, then-1stLt. Owen Burgess commented: 
 
 We did have “Spitfire” escort at first but they had low fuel capacity and could hardly go across the 
 channel and back. Later we had P-47 escort and they could go as far as Emden, Germany [seaport 
 in northwestern Germany, near the Ems River estuary and the border with The Netherlands]. One 
 day we saw the long range P-38’s on the ground at one of [the] fighter bases and we became quite 
 excited.   
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* * * 
 
The report on the October 8 Bremen mission, as it appears in the October, 1943, history of the 390th 
Bomb Group, describes the effort. Twenty-one 390th aircraft were involved in the attack, with twenty 
actually dropping bombs on the primary target: 
 
 Battling savagely attacking enemy fighters, the 390th effectively bombed its primary target [PT] 
 of Bremen with incendiaries and destroyed 32 E/A [enemy aircraft] in aerial combat to a loss of 
 three of its Fortresses on 8 October. 
  Bombing results were officially called good. Flames and heavy smoke were observed over 
 the PT. First phase photo interpretation states that well defined incendiary bursts are to be seen to 
 3 to 4 blocks east of the MPI [mean point of impact] with some possible bursts just south of the 
 MPI. Another salvo of IBs [incendiary bombs] is apparent southwest of the main railway station 
 and northeast of the cathedral section. A third large salvo is seen just west of the railway loop. The 
 group dropped 753 x 100# IBs [>37 tons of M-47 A1 incendiary bombs] from an altitude of 
 23,000 feet at 1527 hours. 
  Fighter support was termed fair on the way in, with none on the way out. 
  Sixty-five enemy fighters were encountered. They first attacked 10 miles west of 
 Groningen, Holland, at 1453 hours. Attacks were particularly numerous and vicious from 
 Wildeshausen at 1515 hours to the target and out to Vechta. Attacks were again launched at the 
 Zuider Zee at 1610 hours. The group was under attack for about an hour. Combat crews described 
 the attacks as vicious, vigorous, intense or pressed home. Many of the enemy fighters fired 
 rockets. 
  Flak at Bremen was intense and accurate.  
 
These suggestions of a hard-fought but successful mission were, however, offset by the following: 
 
 Three A/C Lost 
 
For each lost B-17 and crew, the report included a few lines from the respective Missing Air Crew Report 
(see page 4), which summarized any known details of the incident. This was followed by a listing of the 
names, ranks, serial numbers, and positions of each crew member. For one of the three 390th aircraft lost 
over Bremen on October 8, the following description was given: 
 
 A/C 292 [aircraft serial number 42-30292] was last observed with its No. 4 engine on fire, going 
 down under control and circled by enemy fighters, states the missing aircraft report. Fifteen chutes 
 were observed in the area at that time, but observers were unable to connect chutes with any 
 particular aircraft. The crew had completed 12 previous missions. Crew was as follows: 
 
 P   - 1/Lt Marshall M. Shepherd TT - T/Sgt William B. Masters 
 CP - 2/Lt Neil P. Murphy BT - S/Sgt Robert Ross 
 N -  “     Jesse L. Wyatt TG -  “       Albert W. Martin 
 B -  “     Owen G. Smith RW -  “       Harold T. Lambert 
 R - S/Sgt  Charles Brown                              LW -  “      James L. Helms  
 
An earlier story (“October 8, 1943 – Part XI,” May 25, 2021; https://tinyurl.com/May-24-2021 ) 
described the prewar lives of each member of the crew of Pulsatin’ Polly, led by 1stLt. Marshall 
Shepherd. They had grown up, for the most part, in the American South and Midwest, but Charles Brown, 
who was the son of Polish and Russian immigrants of the Jewish faith, had grown up in Boston. Robert 
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Ross was from Cleveland, and his paternal grandparents had come to America from Germany. Marshall 
Shepherd had grown up in Charlotte, where his father was president of a successful lumber company. The 
first story in this series (“October 8 – Part One,” October 8, 2019; https://tinyurl.com/October-8-1943 ) 
described the early lives of Owen Burgess and three other members of the crew of Miss Fortune (their 
regular aircraft, replaced by Blood, Guts and Rust II for the October 8 Bremen mission), led by Capt. 
James Pedersen. They had grown up in small towns like Brownsville, Tennessee (Owen Burgess) and 
Challis, Idaho (Frank Grubb), and in big Midwestern cities like Chicago (Emil Mateyak) and Detroit 
(Harry Gorden). Owen Burgess’ maternal grandmother was a young girl during the Civil War, living with 
her family in the prominent Eylau Mansion in west Tennessee. Owen, the son of Episcopal missionaries, 
was born in the Alaska Territory. Emil Mateyak’s parents, Suzanne and Paul, were Slovakian immigrants. 
Harry Gorden’s father had come to America from Sweden.  
  
All of these young men were united by their common experiences during the Great Depression and the 
first ten years of Franklin Roosevelt’s presidency. All were united in their desire to serve their country in 
the war against Nazi aggression. And as the group lead aircraft became airborne at 1148 hours that Friday, 
October 8, 1943, these twenty men—eight officers and twelve enlisted—were committed to their mission 
in the skies over Bremen, the mission from which, as fate would have it, they would not return. 
 
During World War II, units of the Army Air Forces (AAF) were required to submit official Missing Air 
Crew Reports (MACRs) to Headquarters within two days, if an aircraft failed to return from a combat 
mission. Considering the relatively short time interval allowed between the conclusion of a mission and 
submission of the report, the initial MACR was largely dominated by factual and technical information. 
This included date, time, and location that the aircraft was last seen, information on each missing crew 
member (name, rank, serial number, position), serial numbers for the aircraft, engines, and machine guns, 
etc. Statements from any other crews who had observed the aircraft prior to its disappearance, including 
the number of any parachutes seen to have deployed in the vicinity, were also taken. 
 
In the case of Pulsatin’ Polly and her crew, MACR 783 followed this format. The aircraft had last been 
sighted at 1500 hours in the vicinity of Bremen and was thought to have been the victim of enemy aircraft 
attack(s). 1stLt. John Schoening and his crew, 571st Bomb Squadron, reported: 
 
 292 [see page 3] over Bremen - No 4 engine burning - went down under control circled by enemy 
 fighters. No chutes observed. 
 
In addition to the detailed information on each crew member, a separate page listed the emergency 
addressees (e.g., fathers, mothers, wives), with postal addresses, for each man. 
 
Clearly, from this information, there would be little or nothing of comfort for an anxious family back 
home. Since the United States and Germany were at war, there was no direct diplomatic contact between 
the two governments. Communication to the US War Department, regarding the status of missing aircrew 
members, was largely managed by the International Red Cross, based on information provided by German 
authorities. In the documented case of S/Sgt. Frank Grubb, who had flown as Right Waist Gunner on 
Blood, Guts and Rust II (Capt. James Pedersen, Pilot) on the Bremen mission, identification was made 
from the deceased’s dog tags. By the time the German authorities had relayed this information to the Red 
Cross, and from there to the War Department and to the family back home, more than ten weeks had 
passed since the same family had received word that their son was missing in action. But for many of 
those killed in action, the nature of the wounds inflicted, both in aerial combat and in subsequent aircraft 
explosions and crashes, resulted in the loss of an airman’s dog tags. As a consequence, for example, 
German authorities recorded the burials of “Four Unknown Dead” with S/Sgt. Grubb in the common 
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grave at Quelkhorn (see page 15). (The crash site for Blood, Guts and Rust II, on the farm of Hermann 
Gieschen, was near Quelkhorn, 12 miles east of Bremen. Details will be given in Part Two of this story.) 
 

* * * 
 
For those fortunate enough to have survived aerial combat and successfully bailed out of a doomed 
aircraft, it would again be the Red Cross that would ultimately transmit the new POW’s status to the War 
Department. Here, too, there were multiple opportunities for delays, sometimes intentional. 1stLt. Owen 
Burgess, Navigator with the Pedersen crew on the same Bremen mission, was taken prisoner that 
afternoon (October 8, 1943) along with several of his surviving crew members. But, as he wrote many 
years later in his personal memoir: 
 
 I must mention that when the War Department reported me missing in action, it was several days 
 before it was revealed that I was a P.O.W. 
  Meanwhile, back home memorial services were conducted for me at Christ Episcopal 
 Church. 
  On my return home [after the war] many of my friends informed me that they had attended 
 my funeral. Sure hope I don’t give them a second chance.  
 
In Lt. Burgess’ hometown, the weekly Brownsville (TN) States-Graphic was published on Fridays. In its 
issue of October 22, two weeks after Lt. Burgess had been taken prisoner, two short articles appeared in 
the newspaper. The first read: 
 
 Lieut. John Owen  
 Burgess Reported 
 Missing In Action 
 
 First Lieutenant John Owen 
 Burgess . . . is reported 
 missing in action since  
 October 8 in the European 
 area. . . . 
  His many friends 
 anxiously await news of his 
 safety. 
 
Just below that front-page story, this note  
appeared: 
 
 SPECIAL PRAYER 
 SERVICE FOR OWEN 
 BURGESS FRIDAY A. M.  
 
 There will be a special prayer 
 service at the Episcopal Church 
 Friday morning at 10 o’clock for 
 Lieut. John Owen Burgess, . . . 
 reported missing in action in the 
 European theater of war. 
  Friends of this splendid  
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 young man are invited to attend 
 this service. 
 
Four agonizing weeks would pass for Lt. Burgess’ mother, Mrs. Carol Burgess of Brownsville, before the 
States-Graphic was able to report on November 19: 
 
 LIEUT. BURGESS    
 IS REPORTED A 
 PRISONER OF GERMANS  
 
 A communication signed by Ad- 
 jutant General Ulio at Washing- 
 ton, D. C., has been received that 
 Lieut. John Owen Burgess is now 
 a prisoner of war of the German 
 government. 
  Lieutenant Burgess was a  
 navigator on a B-17 Fortress bomb- 
 er plane forced down over Bremen 
 October 8 and was reported miss- 
 ing in action. 
 
The prayers that had been offered for Owen Burgess in the special service at the Episcopal Church in 
Brownsville had been answered, but he would remain in German POW camps for seventeen more 
months.  
 
Some delays in relaying a new American POW’s status to the International Red Cross had nefarious 
origins. In Masters of the Air, Donald Miller describes Dulag Luft as “the Luftwaffe interrogation center 
for Allied airmen” near Oberursel, 10 miles northwest of Frankfurt. Author Arthur Durand, in Stalag Luft 
III, gives the impression that all Allied fliers who were taken prisoner eventually went through Dulag 
Luft. Durand describes some of the methods used by interrogators there to threaten prisoners who refused 
to provide military or personal information: 
 
 The primary threat, that the captive would be turned over to the Gestapo, was employed most 
 effectively when the prisoner refused to identify his unit. The interrogator repeatedly insisted that 
 this information was needed to prove the subject’s claim that he was an aviator. Until such proof 
 was given, he reminded the prisoner, no word would be sent out regarding his capture. This 
 thought naturally caused considerable anxiety, since the men knew their loved ones back home 
 had received word they were missing in action, but not that they were alive and well in a German 
 prison camp. Furthermore, they knew that until the Red Cross received information about their 
 captivity, the Germans could kill or otherwise keep them hidden away for years, all the while 
 claiming they had never been captured.   
 

* * * 
 

An even stranger example of communication from the German government regarding American POW 
status is found in the documented case of 2ndLt. Joseph Carter, Copilot of the aircraft on which 1stLt. 
Owen Burgess served as Navigator. Both men had successfully bailed out, on Capt. Pedersen’s order, on 
that afternoon of October 8. Owen Burgess recalled the subsequent events of that afternoon many years 
later: 
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 Sometime later a motorcycle with a side car arrived and took me to a nearby military installation, 
 which I had seen while coming down in the parachute. . . . 
  Soon after arrival at the military post, my crew mates who had successfully jumped started 
 to arrive. Harry Gorden, the bombardier, Jim Pedersen and Joseph Carter, the Co-Pilot and the 
 non-coms. 
 
In a handwritten story, “My Last Mission,” that 2ndLt. Joseph Carter kept in his POW journal, he also 
gave his account of that October afternoon and evening: 
 
 That night they put me in a canvas-covered
 lorry (truck), and started off for some place  
 unknown to me. After a while we picked 
 up some other prisoners, Capt. Pedersen, 
 S/Sgt. Bergin, T/Sgt. Urban, and Lt. 
 Gorden [Bergin, Urban, and Gorden were 
 three of Lt. Carter’s crew mates]. I was 
 happier than at any other time of my  
 life. . . . The next day we met Lt. Burgess 
 the navigator.  
 
Back home in Texarkana, Arkansas, 2ndLt. 
Carter’s parents, Mr. and Mrs. Joe E. Carter, had 
received two telegrams from the War Department. 
The first, received on about October 19, 1943, notified them that their son was missing in action in the 
European area. A month later, the second telegram informed his parents that Lt. Carter was a prisoner of 
war. Then unexpectedly, and without further explanation, came a third telegram from the War 
Department. The date is uncertain, but it may have been February 15, 1944; in any event it was after 
January 24. In a shocking development their son, 2ndLt. Joseph Carter, 
 
 who previously was reported a prisoner of 
 war, died November 19 in the European 
 area, according to a report received from 
 the German government through the Inter-
 national Red Cross. 
 
The report carried in the Texarkana (AR) Gazette, 
titled “War Department Reports Death of Second 
Lieutenant Joseph E. Carter; He Was Previously 
Believed Prisoner,” continued: 
 
 Mr. and Mrs. Carter received a card 
 January 24 from Lieut. Carter, who wrote 
 it on November 7 from a German prisoner 
 of war camp. He told them on the card that 
 he was well, and asked them to get a list of 
 articles from the Red Cross to send to him. 
 

* * * 
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The following comes from two primary sources: (1) Handbook on German Military Forces, printed by 
the US Government Printing Office as War Department Technical Manual TM-E 30-451, March 15, 
1945, and (2) Tactical and Technical Trends, No. 16, prepared by the Military Intelligence Service, War 
Department, January 14, 1943. All Luftwaffe units were organized into tactical and territorial commands 
known as Luftflotten. Within the particular command area to which it was assigned, the Luftflotte 
controlled all operations of both flying units and ground service units. The operational and administrative 
commands intersected at the Luftflotte headquarters, where their respective activities were coordinated. 
The Luftgaue were the actual administrative and supply organizations of the Luftwaffe. While in principle 
subordinate to the particular Luftflotte within whose command area the Luftgau operated, the Luftgau 
commanders received most of their instructions directly from the Air Ministry (Ministry of Aviation, led 
by the Reichsminister der Luftfahrt). Each Luftgau was responsible for the following activities within its 
area: (1) administration, supply, and maintenance of all flying units, (2) active and passive defense against 
air attack, (3) operations of signal units, (4) all training except for that of auxiliary units, and (5) 
recruitment, mobilization, and training of reserve personnel. 
 
The Luftwaffe was responsible for the air defense of territorial Germany, as carried out through the 
Luftgaue. Each Luftgau commander had a specialist reporting to him who commanded the antiaircraft 
artillery units, including searchlights, assigned to his area. The antiaircraft guns and their supporting 
searchlights were considered the backbone of the static antiaircraft defense system. Bremen was a city of 
vital importance. As such, the coordinated defense facilities on October 8, 1943, probably included 
antiaircraft guns and searchlights (although this was a daylight mission for the 390th Bomb Group), 
fighter aircraft, barrage balloons, warning facilities, and the use of smoke generators. In such an important 
static area, concentrated sites known as Grossbatterien—three batteries, each operating with from four to 
eight guns, all grouped together at one site—were deployed with unit fire control. 
 
Regarding the salvage of downed Allied aircraft by the Luftwaffe, any Luftwaffe officer who witnessed the 
crash of an “enemy” aircraft was required to report the incident immediately, either directly by phone or 
otherwise for transmission to the appropriate Luftgau headquarters. These reports included information on 
the location, nationality (US or British) and condition of the aircraft, and on the location of the crew. The 
Luftgau commander then dispatched an initial salvage detachment to the crash site, usually from the 
nearest air base. Meanwhile, surviving crew members were taken as POWs. 
 

Photographs 
taken at the 
crash site 
were transmit-
ted to the 
Luftgau photo 
section for 
analysis, and 
a preliminary 
technical re-
port was pre-
pared for the 
intelligence 
section. A 
technical staff 

member with the initial salvage detachment, on site, then requested deployment of a salvage squad from 
the same air base, in order to complete the recovery of the aircraft and equipment. Another grim duty of 
the salvage squad included the recovery and examination of any deceased crew members at the crash site. 
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Reports from the authorities at the base conducting the salvage operation were then transmitted. 
Depending on the specific aspect covered, reports were forwarded to the Luftgau commander, the Chief 
Signal Officer of the Air Ministry (possibly the Director General of Luftwaffe Communications), the 
Chief Equipment Officer, and to the Chief of the Intelligence Section of the Luftwaffe High Command. 
 
According to Jens-Michael Brandes of the “Aviation Archaeology Working Group, Lower Saxony,” 
“KU” (Kampfflugzeuge US) reports were prepared by the Luftgaue, providing intelligence on downed 
American bombers. Information gathered from the wreckage of the aircraft, including the fates of the 
crew members, was included in each report. Similarly, “KE” (Kampfflugzeuge England) reports related to 
British bombers. A post from 2005 (“DC Board Archive - RAF Commands”) titled “Luftgaukommando 
reports NARA” describes “AV” reports as relating to all aircraft, where “AV” may indicate the location 
where the files were captured. A third source indicates that probably more than half of the original KU 
reports were destroyed by the end of the war, but various Allied units were able to capture many of these 
files. For those concerning American personnel, American authorities prepared English translations of the 
German documents. And in many cases, copies of the original German documents, as English language 
translations, appear in the respective MACRs. Several pages of translated KU and other German reports 
appear with MACR 783. 
 
MACR 783, compiled for the crew led by 1stLt. Marshall Shepherd, includes a one-page typed translation 
(designated “A.V. 490/44”) of an original German memo dated January 6, 1944. The subject is “Britisch 
Air-force members,” and the memo is addressed to the Oberkommando der Wehrmacht (O.K.W.), “Dept. 
PoW’s (generally).” The text reads: 
 
  KE 7070 11/19/43 Stirling 
 
  CARTER Joseph   E. (US American) F/O ASN T – 120974 Dead. 
 
The Stirling was a British heavy bomber. The KE report described the downing of an aircraft on 
November 19. In the German military records, 2ndLt. Carter’s death, together with his name and serial 
number (from his previous rank of Flight Officer, F/O) had erroneously been reported on the same memo. 
This snafu apparently led to the unfortunate series of transmissions that led the War Department to report 
Lt. Carter’s death, incorrectly, to his parents later in January or February, 1944. A KU 231 report also 
included in MACR 783 clearly indicates that German authorities had recorded Lt. Carter’s capture as a 
POW on October 8. 
 
Ultimately, as reported in the March 19, 1944, issue of the Texarkana Gazette, 2ndLt. Carter’s parents 
received a letter from the War Department notifying them that a grievous mistake had been made and that 
their son was in fact still alive and well as a POW in Germany. Lt. Carter’s POW journal includes at least 
two references to this period of confusion and anxiety over his status. Although he had been a POW at 
Stalag Luft III since October, his carefully kept list of “Letters received as a Prisoner of War” indicates 
that the first correspondence Lt. Carter received was a telegram from Geneva, Switzerland, home to the 
headquarters of the International Red Cross. A one-page handwritten entry in his POW journal gives this 
description: 
 
 Received Telegram from Geneva Switzerland to-day March 1st. (it was mailed Feb 7 1944 

 Trying to Locate 2nd Lt. Joseph E Carter Born 15-3-31 O-2044771 
       Captured 8-10-43 Germany 

       ~ OR ~ 
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   Flight Officer Joseph E Carter same as above dates T-120974 

 
Lt. Carter’s correct date of birth was March 13, 1921, so the incorrect date given above may have 
originated in the Red Cross records. His promotion to 2ndLt. had come ten days before he became a 
POW, and this accounts for the two ranks referred to in the telegram. 
 
The news that Lt. Carter was alive and well was reported in Texarkana on Sunday, March 19. On April 6, 
Lt. Carter’s good friend and contemporary, Lucille Kitchens, wrote to him: 
 
 We had quite a jolt, you   
 know, with that mistake   
 about what happened to you.  
 In fact, it just about took  
 all the starch right out of  
 me. I hope you are well  
 now and fairly comfortable. 
 
On April 3 Lt. Carter received the first two letters 
mailed to him during his time as a POW. He 
would not get Lucille Kitchens’ April 6 letter until 
August 1. 
 
[NOTE: The full March 19, 1944, account of this 
story was published in the Texarkana (AR) 
Gazette, and it was reprinted in a contemporary publication connected with the County Avenue Baptist 
Church in Texarkana, where the Carter family worshiped. Microfilm archives of the Gazette for that 
March of 1944 do not exist, and efforts are currently focused on identifying the church-related publication 
through the Bogard Press archives in Texarkana, Texas.]  
 

* * * 
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A recent conversation with Lt. Carter’s son Bill provides an explanation for the erroneous report of his 
father’s death. According to Joseph Carter, as told to his son years after the war, another POW from his 
barracks at Stalag Luft III had borrowed his leather flight jacket and had stepped outside. Whether he lit a 
cigarette is uncertain, but the German guards noticed a light coming from his position (apparently it was 
dark outside, possibly during an air raid) and fired at it. Tragically the POW wearing Lt. Carter’s jacket 
was killed. The guards identified him from the label inside the jacket—Flight Officer Joseph E. Carter, 
serial number T – 120974. Lt. Carter had been promoted from F/O only ten days before the Bremen 
mission, which explains why that rank and serial number were found on the label inside the jacket and 
why they appear on the translated German record referred to on page 9.  
 
Would German guards have shot an unarmed POW under the circumstances? The “Great Escape” (Steve 
McQueen starred in the 1963 film) from Stalag Luft III’s North Compound took place during the night of 
March 24-25, 1944, only one week after Lt. Carter’s parents had been notified that he was in fact alive 
and well in the German POW camp. From September 8, 1943, virtually all American POWs were 
detained in the South Compound. British POWs were held, for the most part, in the North Compound. As 
Arthur Durand writes in Stalag Luft III, seventy-six POWs were able to escape and clear the camp area. 
On April 6 the POWs remaining in Stalag Luft III were told that fifty of the seventy-six escaped POWs 
had been shot, on orders from Adolf Hitler. 2ndLt. Joseph Carter recorded this tragic history in his POW 
journal: 
 
 On April 5, 1944 we were 
 officially informed by our 
 Sr. Officers of the atrocious 
 murders of 41 of the 80 
 British POW’s who escaped 
 from the North Camp. —— 
 —— were perpetrated by 
 the Ger. Gestapo. As an ex- 
 cuse the Ger. said all the 
 victims resisted arrest  or 
 attempted to re-escape 
 after capture. 
  From now on we 
 expect the goons to look 
 for an excuse to rub out 
 some of us and we are 
 making an effort to fur-
 nish no excuse. 
  The reasons put 
 forth for the killings of 
 the men are not valid ones. 
 Their worst punishment 
 should have been 30 days 
 solitary confinement. 
  If the Luftwaffe 
 continues in control of 
 these camps we will be 
 fairly secure but if our 
 administration is taken 
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 over by the Gestapo our position will be precarious indeed.  
 
Four days later, on Sunday, April 9 (Easter Sunday, 1944), Lt. Carter recorded the tragic confirmation of 
his written prediction:  
 
 (Easter 44) The Goons’ “new deal” has manifested its self in the South Camp. An American 
 enlisted man was shot and killed while he stood in the door-way of his barracks during an air raid. 
 The German orders are to stay indoors at such a time. Nevertheless the action was unnecessary. 
 
The earlier shooting by German guards of the POW wearing Lt. Carter’s jacket was tragically consistent 
with these examples of disregard for human life by German authorities in March and April, 1944.   
 

* * * 
 

Frank Grubb had been killed in action on 
Friday, October 8, 1943, but the official 
War Department telegram conveying this 
information would not reach his parents, 
Pearl and Dell Grubb in Challis, Idaho, 
until New Year’s Day, 1944. Twelve 
weeks and one day passed between 
Frank’s tragic death in Germany and the 
notification of his family that he was no 
longer missing in action. 
 
Owen Burgess had become a POW on that 
same October afternoon, but six weeks 
would pass before his mother in 
Brownsville, Tennessee, would know that 
he was alive and well—no longer missing 
in action. 
 
Joseph Carter was one of six POWs who 

had survived the downing of Blood, Guts and Rust II that Friday afternoon over Bremen. Initially 
classified a prisoner of war of the German government, the same government had recorded his death on 
November 19—not long after Mrs. Carol Burgess had learned that her son was safe. Four more months 
would pass; it would be March 18, 1944, before Mr. and Mrs. Joe Carter of Texarkana, Arkansas, would 
be confident their son was alive and well. 
 
Twelve weeks—six weeks—four months—ample time for worry, ample time for prayer. Some prayers 
would be answered; others would fall on deaf ears. But over some finite period of time, each family 
would come to know their son’s fate, and the worry would cease . . . the wound inflicted by a tragic death, 
however, would never heal. 
 
But these were, in a way, the fortunate families—the families who knew. 
 

* * * 
 
S/Sgt. Emil Mateyak was the twenty-two-year-old son of Slovakian immigrants, Suzanne and Paul 
Mateyak. The youngest of their six children, Emil had grown up in Chicago’s Gage Park community. Paul 



13 
 

Mateyak had died when Emil was ten. Twelve years later, AAF S/Sgt. Emil Mateyak was one of those 
sixty enlisted men, starting the month of October, 1943, as the Tail Gunner with the Pedersen crew, 568th 
Bomb Squadron.  
 
In its issue of Sunday, November 7, 1943, the Chicago Suburbanite Economist reported that the Mateyak 
family had received a War Department telegram to the effect that Emil was missing in action. Along with 
the worry, the anxiety, and the prayer—there was hope, even optimism. The November 12 Chicago Daily 
Tribune reported: 
 

 Brother Learns Lost Flyer 
 May Have Landed In Raid 
 
 Hope that his brother, Staff Sgt. 
 Emil Mateyak, who was reported 
 missing in action during a bombing 
 raid over Germany Oct. 8, may be 
 alive, was expressed last night by 
 Paul Mateyak, 5344 South Richmond 
 Street, after he received word that 
 several of the crew members were 
 seen to parachute from the plane. 
 Sgt. Mateyak, 22 years old, resided 
 at 3054 West 55th Street. 
 
Paul Mateyak Jr., thirty-one years old, was the oldest of the Mateyak siblings 
and was Emil’s designated emergency addressee at the time. But Paul’s 
expression of hope that his younger brother might be alive, one month after 
the Bremen mission, was like so many grains of sand, flowing slowly into the 
bottom half of an hourglass that would measure the passage of exactly twelve 
months. And one day after the anniversary date of the loss of Blood, Guts 
and Rust II, as prescribed by law, a FINDING OF DEATH OF MISSING 
PERSON was made in the case of Emil Mateyak, with a PRESUMED DATE 
OF DEATH, October 9, 1944. This change in S/Sgt. Mateyak’s status was 
communicated to Paul Mateyak by the War Department.  
 
Paul’s poignant letter in reply conveys the absence of the hope that had been 
alive one year before. On December 12, 1944—two weeks before Christmas, 
nearing the end of the year that had begun with the news of Frank Grubb’s 

 death—Paul writes, in his own hand (see also page 14, top): 
 
 On Oct. 9, 1944 your dept. declared my brother as dead. This is one year and a day after he was 
 declared missing. Since then I received a letter from his pilot, which confirms your notice. The 
 line that confirms your statement is, “I am more lucky than many others, upon my return I will 
 come to see you.” I also received another letter which was answering a question we asked Sgt. 
 Bergin who was with my brother. He was told we heard of Sgt. Grubb’s death. He wrote back and 
 said, “How come you didn’t hear of the others.” Sgt. Grubb was a gunner on the same B-17 with 
 my brother. 
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The letter confirms that although Capt. James Pedersen and Sgt. Daniel Bergin are still POWs in 
Germany, both men have corresponded with Paul on the circumstances of the loss of Blood, Guts and 
Rust II and the deaths of Emil Mateyak, Frank Grubb, Anton Kohler, and Robert Redding. These four 
names, together with eighteen others, would be missing when the active flying roster of enlisted airmen 
was posted for the 568th Bomb Squadron on November 1, 1943.  
 
A follow-up letter from Paul Mateyak was addressed to the War Department on January 20, 1945. As this 
excerpt reveals, one can see flickering embers of the hope that his brother might still be alive: 
 
 My brother Staff Sgt. Emil Mateyak AG 201 was declared dead [as] of Oct. 9, 1944. This of 
 course is without definite proof, as he was first declared missing on Oct. 8, 1943. What I would 
 like to know, is it alright for us to hold memorial services for him or should we wait a while  
 yet? . . . 
  I don’t know if this will mean anything, but I received a letter stating that my brother 
 didn’t go down in their regular Bomber named Miss Fortune. Instead they went down in a bomber 
 named  Blood, Guts and Rust II. I wondered if there couldn’t be any confusion in the listing as 
 their bomber Miss Fortune was shot down 2 days later. 
 
The last shred of hope was dashed in an Army Graves Registration Service report dated April 1, 1946. It 
read, in part: 
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 Deceased listed Air Corps MACR & AG [Adjutant  General] missing casualty List PDD 
 [Presumed Date of Death]. Same crew as GRUBB, Frank (NMI) (Identified). Last 4 Digits 
 ASN [Army serial number] on waist band trousers of deceased agree with MATEYAK’S ASN. 
 GRUBB listed [in] German records as buried with 4 UNK [Unknowns], presumably from same air
 crew. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On June 28, 1946, the War Department wrote to Mrs. Suzanne Mateyak, Emil’s duly recognized next-of-
kin: 
 
 An official report has now been received that he [your son, Staff Sergeant Emil Mateyak] was 
 killed in action on 8 October 1943 over Germany. 
 
 My continued sympathy is with you in the great loss you have sustained. 
 

 
Two years, eight months, and three weeks 
had passed since the Bremen mission of 
October 8, 1943. 
 
But these were, in a way, the fortunate 
families—the families who knew. 
 
  * * * 
 
According to the website for the Defense 
POW/MIA Accounting Agency, US 
Department of Defense 
(https://www.dpaa.mil/Our-
Missing/World-War-II/ , accessed October 
11, 2021), more than 72,000 Americans 
remain unaccounted for today from World 
War II. As of October 24, 2021, 20,058 of 
these were serving with the Army Air 

 Forces at the time of their loss. 
 

* * *  


