
 
Three 390th Bomb Group aircraft were lost on the Bremen mission of October 8, 1943. The 
Individual Deceased Personnel Files (IDPFs) for the four deceased members of the crew led by 
Captain James Pedersen, Blood, Guts and Rust II, 568th Bomb Squadron, contained eyewitness 
reports of two crashes that day, near the towns of Quelkhorn and Fischerhude, about 12 miles 
east of Bremen. One B-17 came from the 306th Bomb Group. One of the other 390th crews to be 
shot down that day was led by 1stLt. Marshall Shepherd of Charlotte, Pulsatin' Polly, 569th 
Bomb Squadron. Anecdotal information had suggested that Pulsatin' Polly was one of the two B-
17s to have gone down near Quelkhorn that day. Working with Jens-Michael Brandes in 
Germany, of the Aviation Archaeology Working Group, Lower Saxony, who provided the 
Luftgaukommando XI summary report for October, 1943, and the 8th Flak Division-Bremen 
"victory" list for that time frame, the IDPF for Lt. Shepherd shows clearly that Pulsatin' Polly 
went down in the town of Hasenbüren, on the Weser River a few miles northwest of the center of 
Bremen. 
 
Blood, Guts and Rust II, according to a 1979 account written by retired Colonel James Pedersen, 
USAF, continued to fly for a few minutes after he, the copilot, and four others had successfully 
bailed out. Eyewitnesses reported that the aircraft then hit a power line, exploded, and crashed. A 
photo of the crash site was taken by personnel from the 8th Flak Division and correlated with the 
Luftgau and their own reports. That photo is shown above. The translated caption was provided 
by British Army personnel, who captured the document.  



2 
 

Three of the four crew members who lost their lives appear to have been aboard Blood, Guts and 
Rust II when the aircraft exploded and crashed. The fourth crew member had bailed out, but his 
chute was caught on the tail of the plane. His body was found near the crash site. 
 
1stLt. Marshall Shepherd, crew leader of Pulsatin' Polly, was declared Missing in Action. A year 
later a Finding of Death was ordered, with a Presumed Date of Death of October 9, 1944. 
Investigations and deliberations over his fate continued until August 2, 1950, when a Board of 
Review determined his remains to be "non-recoverable." His name, and that of his navigator, 
2ndLt. Jesse Wyatt of Birmingham, are found today on the Walls of the Missing, Netherlands 
American Cemetery and Memorial. There they join the names of 1,720 Americans who also gave 
their lives in World War II and who, today, also "sleep in unknown graves." Four other members 
of 1stLt. Shepherd's crew also perished that day and, like the four deceased members of Capt. 
Pedersen's crew, today lie at rest either in the Ardennes American Cemetery and Memorial in 
Belgium or in cemeteries in the US. 
 
On October 4, 1950, Marshall Shepherd's father John, a prominent Charlotte businessman, wrote 
his final letter to the Army. Five years after the end of the war in Europe, and seven years since 
the Bremen mission, the flames of the Korean War had been raging for more than three months. 
John Shepherd's letter, also shown on page 1, reflects the anguish felt by a father who had lost 
his son.  
 
The feelings of deep personal loss felt by the Shepherd family, and by the families of nine other 
crew members from Pulsatin' Polly and Blood, Guts and Rust II, were but a few of the costs 
borne as the result of the 390th Bomb Group mission over Bremen, Germany, on October 8, 
1943. One mission, by one Bomb Group, on one day . . .   
 
For the Shepherd crew, I would like to thank Marshall Shepherd Wood, Herb Shifres, and Carole 
Martin Couts for their help and support. For the Pedersen crew, I would like to acknowledge the 
help and support of Janice Burgess Harsh, Bob and Allan Jesko, Harry Gorden, Joe Carter, 
Barbara Hammond, and Erik Pedersen. I would especially like to acknowledge Jens-Michael 
Brandes for his invaluable help in this work. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


