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September 15, 2021 
 
To Friends of Norman Lane, 
 
As of Wednesday, September 8, 1943, Miss Fortune had carried Captain James Pedersen and his crew 
(Crew #3, 390th Bomb Group) on six combat missions over Germany and occupied France and Holland. 
Two of those operations had targeted the secret V-1 "buzz bomb" facilities at Watten, France, and  

Dental clinic, AAF Station 153 (Framlingham). S/Sgts. Emil Mateyak and Frank Grubb, both from the crew led by 
Capt. James Pedersen, 568th Bomb Squadron, 390th Bomb Group, would visit this clinic during the month of 
September, 1943. Replacement gunners would take their places on Miss Fortune's missions of September 9 and 15, 
respectively. In this photo, the patient in the back is having a dental X-ray taken, and the patient at the right is 
having a tooth cavity filled. From The Story of the 390th Bombardment Group (H). 
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bombardier Harry Gorden had succeeded in completing his bombing assignments on both occasions. He 
had also been busy on the Stuttgart mission, destroying an enemy ME 109 and directing his bomb load 
onto unidentified targets of opportunity. But Miss Fortune had brought her bombs back to Framlingham 
from the other three missions. And apart from the Stuttgart operation, enemy fighters had attacked the 
390th Bomb Group formation on only one of the other five missions.  
 
Over the next twenty-four days—September 9-October 2—Capt. Pedersen's crew would fly six more 
missions. The following statement appears under "Training" in the "390th Bombardment Group (H): 
History—August, 1943": 
 
 Training never ends in the ETO. The tour of operations for this theater is, in the autumn of 1943, 
 25 combat operations. The combat crews continue training in many branches until their last 
 mission is completed. 
 
If the ten men of the Pedersen crew flew together as a group on all twelve missions, they would complete 
just under one-half (48%) of their tour in forty-five days. This rate of completed operations gives an 
average of one mission credited every 3.75 days. A purely academic projection based on this rate would 
have Crew #3 of the 390th Bomb Group flying their last mission on November 20, ninety-three days after 
their first combat operation on August 19. But the major exception to this projection is that it does not 
take into account two very significant factors: 1) the weather (see page 7), and 2) the rate at which 390th 
crews were being lost in action over the same time frame. 
 
To inform a realistic picture of the anticipated lifetime for the Pedersen crew, relative to the twenty-five-
mission goal, we can review the actual experiences of the nine original crews of the 568th Bomb 
Squadron, which includes Crew #3. It would be December 13, 1943, before the first of these crew leaders, 
1stLt. David Parry (see https://tinyurl.com/December-8-2020 , pages 11-13), would complete a tour with 
the 568th Bomb Squadron. He had flown his first mission on August 12 (day one); he flew his twenty-
fifth operation on day 124, giving an average of 5 (4.96) days elapsed per mission credited. Note also that 
missions were credited on an individual basis, not for the crew as a whole. First Lieutenant John Knight 
and T/Sgt. Carl Carnes, members of the original Parry crew, did not complete their tours with Lt. Parry; 

both died on another operation one week later.   
 
The second original 568th crew leader to complete his combat 
tour was 1stLt. Kenneth Dougherty, on December 24. His first 
mission had followed Lt. Parry's first by seven days, giving an 
average of 5.1 days elapsed per operation credited. But Lt. 
Dougherty's navigator, 2ndLt. Frank Dell'Armi, had perished on 
their second mission together.  
 
The Cicero (IL) Life, in its issue of Sunday, April 25, 1943, had 
recognized 2ndLt. Dell'Armi, the son of Italian immigrants: 
 
 Recently commissioned a 2nd Lieutenant in the Army Air 
 Force, Frank Dell'Armi is awaiting an opportunity to do his 
 part in avenging the barbaric Japanese executions of some of 
 the American flyers who bombed Nippon. A Morton high 
 school graduate and former student of Morton junior 
 college, Lieut. Dell'Armi is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Alfred 
 Dell'Armi, 1333 Austin blvd. 
 

2ndLt. Frank Dell'Armi (left), the son of 
Italian immigrants, would perish on his 
second combat mission. He is 
remembered today on the Tablets of the 
Missing, Cambridge American Cemetery 
and Memorial.  
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Four months after that newspaper story appeared, 2ndLt. Dell'Armi was flying with Lt. Dougherty's crew 
on a mission over Conches, France. Their aircraft was hit by flak before being attacked by enemy fighters. 
Hot Rocks ultimately ditched in the English Channel, near the Selsey Bill promontory in West Sussex 
County. All members of the crew were rescued, except for Lt. Dell'Armi, who had been killed by the flak. 
His body was not recovered, and 2ndLt. Frank Dell'Armi is remembered today on the Tablets of the 
Missing, Cambridge American Cemetery and Memorial.  
 
What about the other seven crew leaders from the original 568th Bomb Squadron? When did they 
complete their tours? The sobering truth is that not one of them did. Lieutenants Ashbrooke Tyson, James 
Regan, and Dale Shaver (see below) had all become POWs on the Regensburg mission. Captain James 
Pedersen would be taken prisoner by the Germans on October 8. Owen Burgess' good friend from 
Georgia, 1stLt. Wade Sneed, would be killed in action on October 10, and 1stLt. John Winant would join 
Owen at Stalag Luft III later that fall. Owen's original crew leader and good friend, Capt. Hiram Skogmo, 
would perish on a December 11 mission. 
 
Recent correspondence with Lt. Dale Shaver's daughter, Robin Shaver Adams, has added significantly to 
the story of his crash landing in enemy territory, near Toulon, France, on the Regensburg mission (August 
17, 1943). Patti and Dale Shaver had married on January 1, 1942. Flying with the 568th Bomb Squadron 
based at Framlingham, Lt. Shaver had named his Fortress Princess Pat, in honor of his wife. Damaged by 
enemy aircraft and low on fuel, Princess Pat crash-landed safely near Toulon, on southern France's 
Mediterranean coast. The photo shown below was taken by Italian soldiers, who turned the crew over to 

the German Army. The crew 
member, back to camera with 
hands on hips, is believed to be 
Lt. Shaver. Years later, Robin 
Adams spoke with her father's 
copilot, then-Lt. Harold Boyd: 
 
 Boyd also told me that while 
 trying to get to Africa [the 
 Regensburg shuttle mission] 
 they flew so low through the 
 Alps they could see the people 
 in their houses. 
 
In the photo, notice the vegetation 
in the field where Princess Pat is 
resting. Robin added: 
 
 Daddy started to try to land on 

 the beach but decided the eggplant field would be softer. 
 
Mr. Boyd told Robin that no one but Lt. Shaver could have made that landing. So the vegetation in the 
photo is eggplant. Added Robin: 
 
 My grandmother served eggplant every August 17th. 
 
Lt. Shaver and his crew survived the war as POWs. He retired from the Air Force in 1958 as a Lieutenant 
Colonel. His daughter still has the letter that then-Lt. Shaver, as a POW, received from his father, telling 
him that his only brother had been killed in action after D-Day. Elements of 1stLt. David Shaver's 90th 
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Infantry Division saw action on Utah Beach that day and continued to fight in Normandy through most of 
July. Lt. Shaver was killed in action on July 20, 1944, and he is buried in the Brittany American 
Cemetery.  
 
Taking a completed mission as one in which the crew leader carries out the combat operation and returns 
to base, the following table profiles each crew leader (390th Missions Database) from the original 568th 
Bomb Squadron: 
 

Original Crew Leader, 568th Bomb Squadron Completed Missions 
2ndLt. Ashbrooke Tyson (POW) 00 
1stLt. James Regan (POW) 01 
1stLt. Dale Shaver (POW) 02 
Capt. James Pedersen (POW) 13 
1stLt. Wade Sneed (KIA) 11 
1stLt. John Winant (POW) 12 
Capt. Hiram Skogmo (KIA) 16 
1stLt. David Parry 25 
1stLt. Kenneth Dougherty 25 
 x̅ = 11.7 missions  

 
For the nine officers, the average number of missions being completed over August-December, 1943, was 
11.7. For this group, the 25 combat operations required for a complete tour at that time was more than 
twice the average number of missions being completed before being shot down or otherwise failing to 
return to base. When the 390th Bomb Group flew its first mission on August 12, all nine of these men 
were on flying status. As of Christmas Day, 1943, two (22%) had completed their tours. An equal number 
had been killed in action. The five remaining officers were all POWs in Germany.   
 

* * * 
 

Pas-de-Calais today is a coastal administrative region in northern France. The largest city, Calais, is 
directly across the Strait of Dover from the English town of the same name. The Strait marks the 
boundary between the English Channel, to the south and west, and the North Sea. In a chapter of Roger 
Freeman's The Mighty Eighth titled, "The Mounting Cost," the author describes Operation STARKEY as 
an Eighth Air Force 
 
 deception plan aimed at making the Germans think invasion of the Pas de Calais coast was 
 imminent in order to halt troop movements to Russia and Italy. In most cases these attacks were 
 against airfields . . . 
 
Roger Freeman continues: 
 
 The culmination of the STARKEY raids came on September 9 with over 200 Fortresses engaging 
 in the bombardment on nine airfields in N.W. France; . . .  
 
Among these was the airdrome at Beaumont-sur-Oise, twenty miles north of Paris. Twenty-one Fortresses 
from the 390th Bomb Group, including Miss Fortune, joined in the attack. Crews were briefed at 0230 
hours that Thursday morning, and the formation took off at 0550 hours. The primary target, the Hispano-
Suiza aero engine parts factory in Paris, could not be attacked because of cloud conditions. It appears that 
all but one B-17 of the 390th force were able to put bombs on the secondary target at Beaumont-sur-Oise, 
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with good results. Twenty-five enemy aircraft, mostly FW 190s and ME 109s, were able to mount thirteen 
attacks on the force, at a cost of six fighters destroyed and two damaged. The crew of 1stLt. John Winant, 
568th Bomb Squadron, was credited with two of these aircraft destroyed and one damaged. All 390th 
Fortresses and crews returned safely, although S/Sgt. Gus DeLucia was wounded in action. Flying as Ball 
Turret Gunner on his second mission with the 568th Bomb Squadron crew led by 1stLt. Clarence Strawn 
[information derived from mission crew loading list provided by Mr. Dave Nelson of the 390th Bomb 
Group (Mollers Maulers) Facebook group], S/Sgt. DeLucia was wounded by fragments from a 20mm 
shell. According to the 390th Missions Database, S/Sgt. DeLucia did not fly in combat again. He lived a 
full life after the war, reaching the age of 89 years before passing away in 2007. His brother, S/Sgt. 
Anthony DeLucia gave his life for his country on August 31, 1944, while serving with a B-24 Liberator 
crew based in China.  

 
Absent from the Miss Fortune crew on the 
Beaumont-sur-Oise mission that day was the 
regular Tail Gunner, S/Sgt. Emil Mateyak. 
S/Sgt. Mateyak is pictured at left, standing 
behind Capt. James Pedersen, in the crew photo 
taken at Framlingham in July or August, 1943. 
After almost two months of service with the 
Pedersen crew, including six combat missions, 
S/Sgt. Mateyak appeared at the AAF Station 
153 (Framlingham) dental clinic (see photo, 
page 1) on Thursday, September 9. No issues 
were reported (image at right).  
 
S/Sgt. Mateyak would be replaced at the Tail 
Gunner position that day by S/Sgt. Robert 
Redding. S/Sgts. Robert Redding and Frank 
Grubb were usually posted as Waist Gunners 
with the Pedersen crew, but on the September 9 
mission, S/Sgt. Redding was the Tail Gunner—
the crew loading list referred to above shows 
that he was replaced at Waist Gunner by S/Sgt. 
Walter Byrne (see photo, page 6, top). This 
would be S/Sgt. Byrne's first combat mission; 
he would complete his tour of twenty-five 
missions with the crew of 1stLt. Perry Row on 
January 29, 1944.  
 

 
(continued, page 6) . . . 
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Following his death fifty-six years later, the inscription on Mr. Byrne's 
grave in Tucson would read: 

 
The "Square J" was the distinctive tail marking for all aircraft of the 390th Bombardment Group. Phyllis 
Marie, aircraft serial number 42-30713, carried S/Sgt. Byrne into battle over the skies of occupied Europe 
on seventeen of his twenty-five missions . . . more importantly, Phyllis Marie brought S/Sgt. Byrne home 
safely from each of those missions. 
 
Five more days would pass before Emil Mateyak's next mission, on September 15. On Tuesday, 
September 14, Headquarters, VIII Bomber Command, issued General Order No. 151, awarding the Air 
Medal to S/Sgt. Mateyak. The award of the Air Medal recognized the recipient's participation in "five 
separate bomber combat missions over enemy occupied Continental Europe." 

 
* * * 

S/Sgt. Walter Byrne, wearing 
the DFC and Air Medal. 
February 2, 1944. From the 
American Air Museum in 
Britain. 
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S/Sgt. Frank Grubb's AAF dental records are also included with his personnel 
file; these date from his enlistment on June 11, 1942, and include exams from 
July 1, 1942 (Sheppard Field, Texas), and from just prior to his deployment to the 
ETO, a year later (July 7, 1943; Smoky Hill Army Air Field, Kansas). On 
September 14, S/Sgt. Grubb (photo at left, from the same crew photo referred to 
on page 5) appears to have been experiencing pain with one of his wisdom teeth, 
and he followed his fellow crewman Emil Mateyak to the dental clinic on base. 
David Powers of the Army Dental Corps saw 
S/Sgt. Grubb that day, and he noted "Tooth 
Erupting" in reference to one of Frank's lower 
wisdom teeth. The condition was treated on the 
day of the exam and in follow-up visits over 
Wednesday-Friday, the 15th-17th, and on 
Sunday, the 19th.  
 
S/Sgt. Grubb had flown his seventh mission on 
September 9 (the mission that Emil Mateyak 
had missed), but Miss Fortune and her crew 
flew only one mission—on the 15th—over the 
next thirteen days (September 10-22). In fact, 
over the same thirteen-day period, the entire 
390th Bomb Group was only able to fly 
missions on the 15th and 16th. Weather 
continued to be a far greater obstacle to 
operations than anticipated. Roger Freeman 
gives two perspectives on these limitations: 
 

 French airfields continued to receive the attentions of the 
 [Eighth Air Force] Fortresses for most of September while 
 conditions were suitable for visual bombing. Several times 
 missions to Germany had been planned only to be cancelled 
 when skies became overcast. 
 
But, 
 
 While every depression on the weather chart meant frustration for Eaker [Lt. Gen. (effective 
 September 13, 1943) Ira Eaker, Commanding General of the Eighth Air Force] and those 
 Command planners endeavouring to pursue the CBO [Combined Bomber Offensive plan, adopted 
 May, 1943] directive, B-17 crews would cheerfully admit that a cloudy day held better prospects 
 of being alive on the morrow than a clear day: it usually meant the difference between a fighter-
 escorted short range mission and a deep go-it-alone strike into Germany. 
 
The Pedersen crew loading list for the September 15 mission (page 8, top) indicates that S/Sgt. Frank 
Grubb was replaced at the Right Waist Gunner position that day by "Jones, E.W." The 390th Missions 
Database identifies Elwood W. Jones, who flew as "Waist Gunner" aboard Miss Fortune on September 
15, 1943. The Story of the 390th Bombardment Group (H), referred to as the "Blue Book" going forward, 
lists S/Sgt. Elwood W. Jones, St. Louis, Missouri, as a Tail Gunner with the 570th Bomb Squadron. He 
completed his tour of twenty-five missions on January 30, 1944, and survived the war. Over that period, 
he flew with five different crews, but the September 15 mission was his only flight with the Pedersen 
crew.  



8 
 

 
There are three sources for the following account of the September 15 mission flown by the Pedersen 
crew in Miss Fortune, with S/Sgt. Jones replacing Frank Grubb. These are the "Blue Book," the 
September, 1943, history for the 390th Bomb Group, obtained from the Air Force Historical Research 
Agency (AFHRA), and a partial copy of the mission folder, provided by Emil Mateyak's nephew, Bob 
Jesko. As has been described in a previous installment, German experts managed a number of wartime 
factories in Paris that were engaged in producing aero engines. One of these was the Caudron-Renault 
plant, located on the Seine in the heart of the city. Recent intelligence had shown that the factory had been 
converted for the reconditioning of enemy fighter aircraft for the western front. As such, Caudron-Renault 
was the third most important facility of its kind in all of Germany and occupied Europe. 
 
This would be, for the 390th Bomb Group, a late-afternoon/evening mission, with the target in Paris being 
reached at 1854 hours. Twenty-three Fortresses, including two spares, were scheduled for the mission. 
Briefing was planned for 1300 hours on that Wednesday afternoon in mid-September, with takeoff at 
1600 hours. Five of the six remaining original crews from the 568th Bomb Squadron—Dougherty, 
Pedersen, Sneed, Parry, and Winant—would form the core of the low squadron; the Hiram Skogmo crew 
would not fly. Five crews from the 569th Bomb Squadron, including that led by 1stLt. Marshall 
Shepherd, would fly with the lead squadron. Fortresses from the 570th Bomb Squadron, including the 
crew led by 1stLt. William Cabral, would fill most of the slots in the high squadron. Captain Gerald 
Richter's crew from the 571st Bomb Squadron, who had come very close to ditching off the Algerian 
coast on the Regensburg mission, would take the last slot in the high squadron. There is one error in the 
Caudron-Renault mission folder, as the George Harmon crew is listed with the 568th Bomb Squadron. In 
fact, this was an original crew with the 570th. Both spares were flown by 571st Bomb Squadron crews. 
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All 390th aircraft took off between 1601 and 1614 hours, headed for their destination over Paris, 234 
miles away. Each carried twelve 500-pound bombs; if all twenty-one designated mission aircraft were 
successful, they would deliver sixty-three tons of ordnance on the target. Captain Richter's aircraft aborted 
at 1814 hours, 15 miles off the English coast, and was replaced by one of the spares. The flight reached 
the target at 1854 hours; all aircraft released their bombs, with excellent results, from 23,000 feet.    
 

* * * 
 

On the date of the Caudron-Renault mission, Col. Edgar Wittan had completed six-and-one-half months 
as the Commanding Officer (CO) of the 390th Bomb Group; in fact, Col. Wittan was the only CO the unit 
had ever known. His temporary promotion to Colonel, Army of the United States (A.U.S.), Air Corps 
(A.C.), had only become effective on September 6. Special Orders after that date from "Headquarters, 
AAF Station 153," were signed by the Adjutant for the 390th Bomb Group, "By order of Colonel Wittan." 
In a 2019 article published by the Army Heritage and Education Center, "Temporary Promotions of U.S. 
Army Officers: A Brief Overview," Dr. Conrad Crane and his coauthors wrote: 
 
 Temporary promotions were used widely during World War II (1941-1945). AR 605-12 (August 
 1944), Commissioned Officers: Temporary Promotions in the Army of the United States, states,  
 
  For the duration of the present emergency and excepting promotions in the Regular Army 
  prescribed by statute, all promotions of officers of the Army will be temporary  
  promotions. . . . The purpose of these regulations is to provide a means by which the  
  officer who demonstrates the greatest degree of efficiency and capacity for increased  
  responsibilities may be selected for a higher grade. 
 
 These promotions required vacancies, and individuals considered for temporary promotion had to 
 meet time in grade and position requirements. All promotions were authorized in the name of the 
 President, but others with authority to promote included certain "commanding generals of overseas 
 commands . . . [who] may delegate this authority down to and including commanders of field 
 armies and numbered air forces." 
 
George Patton and Dwight Eisenhower were among those Army officers receiving both temporary and 
permanent promotions during the war. At the time, Col. Wittan's rank in the Regular Army, which had 
been in effect since December 17, 1942, was that of Major. But two weeks after the Caudron-Renault 
mission, on October 1, he would be promoted to Lieutenant Colonel in the Regular Army.  
 
Col. Wittan's duties included preparation of the post-mission Narrative Report, for the CO of the "new" 
3rd Bombardment Division. On September 13, reorganization within VIII Bomber Command placed the 
390th Bomb Group, together with the 95th and 100th bomb groups, in the new 13th Combat 
Bombardment Wing. Owen Burgess had mentioned the wing in his memoir, writing about his time in the 
early days of the 390th: 
 
 After a few weeks, our crew was assigned [in April, 1943] to the newly created 390th Bomb 
 Group while some of the others were assigned to the newly created 100th Group. Our Group went 
 to Spokane (Geiger Field) and Glasgow, Mont. for more training while the 100th got ready and 
 went to England for combat. We later flew with them and the 95th Group to make up the 13th 
 Wing. 
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The 13th was one of three combat wings (seven bomb groups) assigned to the 3rd Bombardment 
Division; the Division CO at the time was Col. Curtis LeMay, who would receive a permanent promotion 
to Brigadier General two weeks later.  
 
The Narrative Report for the Caudron-Renault mission appears to have been typed at 0130 hours, very 
early in the morning of September 16. The first page summarized visual observations based on crew 
interrogations and included reports of 1) enemy aircraft, 2) ground-based antiaircraft fire, and 3) 
casualties among other B-17s on the mission. Sixteen enemy fighters were reported, and these had 
pursued the formation as it exited the target area, heading for the French coast. Two FW 190s actually 
attacked the formation, but in general, the enemy fighters "were extremely cautious, reluctant to  
attack . . ." As a result, only one enemy aircraft was officially counted as destroyed by a 390th crew.  
 
The Report continued: "AA [antiaircraft] fire over the target was accurate and intense," but efforts to 
strike the formation from all other locations encountered on the route over France were generally "meager 
and inaccurate." 
 
These accounts as described contribute heavily to the fact that all 390th aircraft returned safely to base, 
following night landing procedures and touching down between 2041 and 2131 hours. Total elapsed 
mission time was about 5½ hours. But other B-17 crews had not been so fortunate, as described in these 
excerpts from the Report: 
 
 Over Paris at about 1850 hours, a B-17 hit by flak, started down in flames and exploded while in 
 the air. No chutes were seen. . . . 
 
 A B-17 from a group in the wing ahead of the 13th Combat Wing, was hit by flak and went down 
 afire, with flames covering the entire A/C [aircraft]. . . . 
 
 One B-17 apparently from 100th Group over Paris was directly hit by flak. A/C remained in 
 formation and was falling back steadily until 1905 [hours]. After that time the A/C disappeared 
 into clouds and was not further observed. . . .    
 
The 568th Bomb Squadron crew led by Owen Burgess' good friend, 1stLt. Wade Sneed, flew their 
recently christened Blood, Guts and Rust II for the third time. Real-time photographs (see photo, page 11, 
top) taken from their aircraft over the target provided the early indication that two-thirds of the total 
Caudron-Renault plant area was covered by impact bursts, an excellent bombing result. 
 
(continued, page 11) . . . 
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* * * 

 
S/Sgt. Frank Grubb's impacted wisdom tooth had kept him on the ground, in the dental clinic on base, on 
September 15. He would have follow-up visits to the clinic on the 16th, 17th, and 19th, and he would 
return to action with the Pedersen crew for their next mission on September 23. A follow-up dental exam 
on Tuesday, October 5, 1943, would find no further issues. Frank Grubb's next mission, on Friday, 
October 8, would be his final mission. 
 

* * * 
 

On Wednesday, September 15, 1943, Miss Fortune had carried a crew of ten men—four officers and six 
enlisted men—into battle in the violent skies over occupied France. Capt. James Pedersen was the Pilot, 
1stLts. Owen Burgess and Harry Gorden were the Navigator and Bombardier, respectively, and F/O 

One of several photographs taken from Blood, Guts and Rust II over the Caudron-Renault target on September 15, 
1943. Owen Burgess' good friend Wade Sneed was the crew leader. The caption gives the bomb group ("390"), the 
sequential number of this photo ("25-4"), the date ("15-9-43"), the aircraft serial number ("[4]230330") and altitude 
("22500"), and the target ("Paris-Renault"). Impact bursts and what appears to be the Seine are clearly visible. 
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(Flight Officer) Joseph Carter was the Copilot. In an earlier installment in this series and on pages 1-4, the 
original 568th Bomb Squadron crews led by Capt. Pedersen and by 1stLts. Skogmo, Sneed, Winant, and 
Parry have been discussed. Of the twenty officers on those five crews, Joseph Carter appears to have been 
the only one with the rank of Flight Officer. What was the difference between this grade and that of 
Second Lieutenant? 
 
In 1940 and early 1941, Europe was at war. The following is derived from two sources: "The Third 
Lieutenants," an article published in the March 1, 1990, issue of Air Force Magazine by Bruce D. 
Callander and J.H. MacWilliam, and the November, 1943, report: "Initial Selection of Candidates for 
Pilot, Bombardier, and Navigator Training," prepared by the Assistant Chief of Air Staff, Intelligence, 
Army Air Forces Historical Division. As had also been the case in the 1920s, pilot trainees had to be at 
least twenty years of age (see image, below). And, since 1927, the Army Air Corps had required 
candidates to have completed two years of college training or its equivalent. Those who had not finished  

 
two years of college could qualify by passing a special exam on nine college subjects—sometimes 
referred to as the "two-year college educational examination."    
 
General Henry "Hap" Arnold, then Chief of the Air Corps and planning for the inevitable entry of the US 
into the war, wanted to be able to preserve the pool of commissioned officer-pilots for combat flying. His 
plan would supplement the pool of commissioned pilots with a new cadre of "sergeant pilots" ("flying 
sergeants"); initial planning called for these non-commissioned pilots to fly in support roles—not in 
combat. In June, 1941, Congress authorized training of these new "aviation students," with less stringent 
requirements regarding both age (eighteen years) and education (high school diploma). Six months later, 
America was at war—on two fronts. The newly-designated Army Air Forces (AAF) found itself very 
short on commissioned pilots, but there were already more than 400 trained sergeant pilots, and hundreds 
more were in training. These non-commissioned pilots began serving in combat and, in some cases, 
commanded air crews that included commissioned officers. 
 
Further blurring the formal distinction between these two categories within the AAF pilot ranks, the 
minimum age for "aviation cadets" was lowered from twenty to eighteen years of age, the same as for 
"aviation students," on January 5, 1942. On January 15, the two-year college requirement was removed, to 
be replaced by the new Aviation Cadet Qualifying Examination. Cadets, on completion of flight school, 
were commissioned as officers, but "aviation students" became sergeant pilots. Since this two-tier system 
was, now, inherently unfair, the AAF asked Congress in May, 1942, to create a new grade of officer, 
above the enlisted ranks but below Second Lieutenant. In July, President Roosevelt signed the law 
establishing this new grade of Flight Officer (F/O). The first appointments were made that November. 
Among the early Flight Officers was Chuck Yeager, who would receive a battlefield commission during 
the war, break the sound barrier in 1947, and retire as a Brigadier General in 1975. His appointment as 
Flight Officer (in March, 1943) came one month after Joseph Carter's appointment (see photos, page 13, 
top). 
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The "aviation students" program authorized in June, 
1941, ended after fifteen months. But the F/O rank 
was also used with graduating aviation cadets, and 
in pilot, navigator, and bombardier training schools. 
By the spring of 1943, there were more than 2,000 
sergeant pilots in the field, in addition to the pool of 
commissioned pilots. And now, this new class of 
warranted, as opposed to commissioned, officer-
pilots, the Flight Officers, joined the mix. To 
address this lack of parity, sergeant pilots began to 
be promoted to F/Os, and then direct commissions 
to Second Lieutenant began to be awarded. But it 
was well into 1943 before these promotion policies 
took effect in the war zones. Meanwhile, sergeant 
pilots were dying in combat.           
 
So a two-tier system persisted. Some F/Os who had 
been sergeant pilots had more experience than most 
newly-commissioned officers. More-recently-

graduated F/Os had been classmates of commissioned officers. How did flight schools determine which 
graduates became Flight Officers (blue bars) and which became Second Lieutenants (gold bars)? Policy 
statements claimed that those cadets commissioned as Second Lieutenants had the best training records 
and leadership qualities, with the remaining cadets becoming Flight Officers. Inevitably, the subjective 
judgment of the individual flight school officials was often a contributing if not determining factor. So, 
some better cadets became F/Os, and some poorer cadets became 2ndLts. 
 
But, as Callander and MacWilliam added in their 1990 article (see page 12), the Flight Officer's blue bars 
often went to 
 
 the class mavericks, the cocky "hot pilots" who gave only a passing nod to military discipline. 
 Though they often proved to be the best flyers in their outfits, F/Os had a reputation for being a 
 wild bunch, and some seemed determined to act the part.   
 
As late as the summer of 1945, the AAF rolls still carried 32,500 F/Os—most, but not all, were pilots, 
bombardiers, or navigators. The grade was abolished in July, 1947. 
 

* * * 
 
There are two plausible scenarios that can explain how Joseph Carter began his flying career with the 
AAF as an F/O. Chuck Yeager's USAF biography states that he "was accepted for pilot training under the 
flying sergeant [aviation student] program in July 1942, and received his pilot wings and appointment as a 
flight officer [F/O] in March 1943 . . ." Joseph Carter had received his F/O appointment on February 16, 
1943. As happened with Yeager, Carter could have been in training with the sergeant pilots program when 
the F/O law took effect. Or, Joseph Carter may have begun his pilot training as an aviation cadet, 
graduating in February, 1943, but with an appointment as F/O instead of 2ndLt. Be that as it may, when 
Miss Fortune took off from Framlingham for her eighth combat mission on September 15, 1943, Flight 
Officer Joseph Carter was in the copilot's seat. 
 

Joseph Carter (left) and Chuck Yeager (right) were 
appointed Flight Officers in February and March, 1943, 
respectively. F/O Carter (pictured) flew 11 missions as 
Copilot with the Pedersen crew before his promotion to 
2ndLt. F/O Yeager received a battlefield commission 
and ultimately retired as a Brig. Gen. in 1975 (pictured). 
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F/O Carter completed that mission on the 15th. The September, 1943, history for the 390th Bomb Group 
includes a copy of the "Special Orders" issued by Headquarters at Framlingham on the next day, 
September 16. Among them is this item (transcript follows): 
 

  8. F/O JOSEPH E CARTER T120974 AC [Air Corps] WP [will proceed] to Hq 8th Air 
 Force so as to arrive not later 1300 17 Sept 1943 for approximately one (1) day purpose attending 
 interview UC [upon completion] of which O [officer] will ret [return] to proper sta [station]. A flat 
 per diem of six (6) dollars is authorized while traveling and while at TD [temporary duty] sta 
 where rat [rations] and qrs [quarters] are not furn [furnished]. . . . Rail or GmV [government 
 vehicle]. (Auth: 3rd BD [Bomb Division] S442C dd [dated] 15 Sept 1943)  
 
At the time, 8th Air Force Headquarters was located at Bushy Park (Teddington, Middlesex), fifteen miles 
southwest of the center of London. London proper was ninety miles from the base at Framlingham and 
could be reached in approximately three hours on the London North Eastern Railway. 
 
The nature of the interview that awaited F/O Carter at 8th Air Force Headquarters was indicated in 
another Special Order, dated August 5, 1943: 
 
 8. Following O [officers] will constitute a Board of Officers to conduct appropriate examinations 
 for recommendation for the apmt [appointment] of Flt O [Flight Officers, F/Os] to 2nd Lts. 
 
 MAJ THOMAS S JEFFREY JR AC O23400 
 CAPT LOUIS W DOLAN  AC O435751 
 2ND LT PHILLIP M BULLOCK AC O675319 
 
In the "Blue Book," then-Major Jeffrey is listed as a Colonel who served as Group Air Executive for the 
390th. A 1938 graduate of VMI, he flew ten missions with the 390th before assuming command of the 
100th Bomb Group. He retired from the Air Force in 1970, as a Major General. Then-2ndLt. Bullock is 
listed as a 1stLt. and Copilot with the 570th Bomb Squadron of the 390th. Then-Captain Dolan is listed as 
a Lieutenant Colonel who also served as Group Air Executive with the 390th. The 390th Missions 
Database credits him with forty-five missions, beginning on August 15, 1943. On a November 30, 1944, 
mission targeting an oil plant at Merseburg, Germany, seven B-17s from the 390th failed to return. One of 
these, The Saint, took LtCol. Dolan and the rest of her crew to their deaths.  
 
Following his September 17 interview, F/O Joseph Carter flew three more missions that September—on 
the 23rd, 26th, and 27th. Two days after that last mission for the month, on September 29, the following 
Special Order would be issued (transcript follows): 
 

  7. IC TWS  8 BC [possibly, VIII Bomber Command] S1787G dd [dated] 29 Sept 1943 F/O 
 JOSEPH E CARTER T-120974 AC [Air Corps], 568th Bomb Sq (H), 390th Bomb Gp (H), is 
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 discharged for convenience of Government and to accept commission as Second Lieutenant, AC. 
 (Auth: AR 610-50) 
 
Nine days after that Special Order had been issued, Second Lieutenant Joseph Carter and the other nine 
members of Capt. Pedersen's crew would board Blood, Guts and Rust II, the B-17 that had been 
christened by the Sneed crew in honor of the aircraft they had lost to the Mediterranean Sea, for a mission 
targeting Bremen, Germany. It would be his fourteenth, and final, mission of the war. 
 

* * * 
 

Frank Grubb had been born in Hollister, California, on April 28, 1921. Although 
he was the sixth child born to Pearl and Dell Grubb, tragic accidents in 1916 and 
1918 had taken the lives of three of the older children. Frank's parents had 
married in Challis, Custer County, Idaho, in 1909, and the family moved back to 
Idaho in 1928. In 1939 the Grubbs and their three youngest children—George, 
20, Frank, 18, and Lynnette, who had been born in 1930—were living on a farm 
in rural Custer County. Dell Grubb was working 12-hour days, 7 days a week, as 
a farm laborer. Frank had worked 13 weeks that year, probably on the summer 
break between school terms, also as a farm laborer. He had attended high school 
in Challis, but he would not finish his senior year. On a Saturday afternoon that 
October of 1939, tragedy struck the Grubb family once more. After a hunting trip, 
Frank had left his rifle in a car parked at the Grubb home. One of Lynnette's 
playmates found the gun and was handling it when it accidentally discharged. 
Frank's nine-year-old sister was killed almost instantly. We have no account of 
whatever personal impact this tragedy had on Frank, nor do we have any further 
account of his activities in Challis after April, 1940.  
 
Thirty-five months have now passed since Lynnette's death. Frank has been in 
service with the AAF since June of 1942. He has been with the 390th Bomb 
Group since early April of this year, and he has been based at Framlingham since 
mid-July. He has flown seven combat missions as Waist Gunner with the Miss 
Fortune crew, and he will fly again tomorrow—Thursday, September 23, 1943—
on an operation targeting the enemy airdrome at Vannes/Meucon, on the Gulf of 
Morbihan in Brittany. 
 
But today is Wednesday, September 22, and S/Sgt. Frank Grubb, 22, takes time 
to write a lengthy letter to Mr. and Mrs. Jim Rush, two of the approximately 620 

residents of Challis, Idaho. The letter will be reprinted in the Challis Messenger, in the weekly issue of 
Wednesday, October 6. It provides a rare insight into the personality of the young Idaho farm boy who 
had left high school during his senior year. Frank reflects on his impressions of England and the English 
people and on his feelings about serving with the crew of Miss Fortune and the Eighth Air Force. 
 
My notes are added in text boxes. From the Challis (ID) Messenger issue of October 6, 1943:  
 
    LETTERS FROM 
CHALLIS SOLDIERS 
               _____ 
 
(From Sgt. Frank Grubb) 
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 The following letter was received  
by Mr. and Mrs. Jim Rush the first  
of the week, from Frank Grubb and  
will be read with interest by his many  
friends in this locality. Frank was on  
a furlough a few weeks ago and visit- 
ed Challis. He is now stationed in Eng- 
land: 
     "September 22, 1943 
"Dear Folks: 
 "I assume you are very much sur- 
prised to receive a letter from me.  
Well, I intend to drop a letter to all  
of my friends when I can find time.  
You know how it is, sometimes we  
have a lot of time and then again we  
are so tired we are more than willing  
to hit the sack. 
 "Well folks, I am feeling tops over  
here. Of course its getting pretty cold  
now. This type of cold is very damp  
and that is how these English get that  
famous rosy complexion you have  
heard so much about. 
 "I suppose you want to know some-    
thing about England and the people's  
habits. Well, England in itself is very  
pretty. Almost all of it is under culti- 
vation, made up of small square  
patches, it looks like from the air.  
They have lots of pretty trees and  
flowers. Some types of flowers I never  
seen or heard of. 
 "The people are the most interest- 
ing to me. They seem to be content  
living in houses built away out of date,  
however, they are built uniform in  
most of the towns. 
 "The people seem to be pleased to     
have us Yanks here. Their towns are  
open to us everywhere we go and they  
commend us on how much we are help- 
ing. I have been to London. Its simi- 
lar to us for being modern. We see  
shows, go to dances and night clubs  
which are like ours in comparison. 
 "They are rationed much more se- 
verely than us on liquor, food and  
clothes. I have had a chance to meet  
some of the girls at dances. They are  

Jim Rush was the high school sports 
coach in Challis. Frank had visited his 
parents in Idaho over the Fourth of 
July weekend, just prior to his 
deployment to England. This had also 
been reported in the Messenger. 

Wednesday, September 22, 1943. 
Frank Grubb's eighth combat mission 
would come on Thursday, September 
23, 1943. It would be his first mission 
since September 9. The weather and 
his impacted wisdom tooth had been 
the major factors. 

England and the people, their gardens 
and their houses. 

London and the nightlife. 

English girls and their expressions. 
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very patriotic and are willing to co- 
operate in every way with the service- 
men. Although you have to pay very  
close attention to what they are say- 
ing. They are very hard to under- 
stand. Our type of slang is very hard  
for them to understand and [they] will ask  
for a repeat until they figure it out  
or you generally end up explaining to  
them. Heres one type of their expres- 
sion, 'It's a bloody day out today'. 
 "There are some very interesting  
sights around London and other small  
towns. One old castle that was built  
in 1200, thats almost three centuries  
before Columbus discovered America.  
Queen Mary was crowned in it. The  
walls are ten foot thick and have lit- 
tle slots in the walls for bow and ar- 
row men to shoot through. 
 "In London I had the pleasure of  
visiting the two biggest cathedrals  
and were they beautiful? On the in- 
side the windows were painted all dif- 
ferent colors and velvet curtains hung  
on the walls. There are people buried  
right in the floor. All the famous men  
I have read about. 
 "I suppose you are interested in    
what I am doing. Well I have had a  
taste of combat with the enemy. I  
have flown a few missions dropping  
bombs or eggs on their most vital  
point. We are greeted by their tor- 
menting flak from ack ack guns and  
lots of fighters. All we do is go over  
in spite of them, do our job and come  
back again. 
 "We hit the ground, change clothes     
and eat and generally give the devil  
to the guy who didn't get our mail.  
After we finish those things, we play  
cards and talk about home. The mis- 
sion we just had might have been a  
tough one, but we just forget about it  
and call it just another days work.  
Thats just how the Yanks do it and I  
know the Germans are very much puz- 
zled how we keep up our morale. Well  
for my part of it I say its a letter or  

I did my best to interpret some of 
Frank's statements. The coronation of 
Queen Mary I took place in 
Westminster Abbey, October 1, 1553. 
The age of the "castle" and the 
description of its walls and arrow 
loops sound like the Tower of London 
complex (White Tower, Salt Tower). 
The two cathedrals sound like St. 
Paul's, especially with "people buried 
right in the floor," and Westminster 
Abbey, which is also where Queen 
Mary I was crowned. 

Life in combat. 

Life on base, after combat. 
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letters from home. After a mission it  
is wonderful to have a letter waiting  
for you from your sweetheart or a  
friend. 
 "Well folks, this is almost all the  
things I can find to say. I am enjoy- 
ing myself over here and thats the  
way I hope it stays, until I can come  
home. 
 "How did you make out on your     
spuds Jim? I hope you had a good  
harvest. I suppose you will teach  
school again this year. How is your  
wife making it? I receive the paper.  
I saw my letter to my aunt posted in  
it. That was swell of Mr. Gridley do- 
ing that. Well best of luck to all and  
write soon. 
 Yours very truly 
  "FRANK GRUBB" 
S/Sgt. Frank Grubb     19115457 
568 Bomber Squadron 
A. P. O. 634 %Postmaster 
New York, N. Y.    
 

* * * 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Frank's August 11 letter from the base 
had been addressed to his great-aunt, 
Mrs. Henry Nichols, also of Challis. 
That letter had been reprinted in the 
August 25 issue of the newspaper, and 
Mrs. Nichols had sent a copy to Frank. 
Mr. Halsey M. Gridley had purchased 
the Challis Messenger in the early 
1930s and served as Editor for many 
years.  


