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February 8, 2021 
 
To Friends of Norman Lane, 
 
The 390th Bomb Group's first combat casualties had come on its second mission. On Sunday, August 15, 
1943, the enemy bomber airdrome at Vitry-en-Artois, France, about seventy-five miles southeast of 
Calais, was the target. As recorded in the August history of the 390th: 
 
 The aircraft piloted by 2/Lt. B.C. Lawrence [Billy C. Lawrence, 569th Bomb Squadron] was lost 
 on this operation. At 1955 hours, 15 miles east of Calais, A/C [aircraft] 320, flying in #2 position, 
 collided with A/C 306, flown by Lt Lawrence in #4 position. The tail of #306 broke off behind the 
 waist door. From 3 to 5 chutes were seen to emerge from the front of the ship and the aircraft was 
 seen to strike the ground. . . . 
 
According to the 390th Missions Database, 2ndLt. Billy C. Lawrence was captured and became a POW. 
The Ball Turret Gunner, S/Sgt. Bernard E. Stevens, and four other members of the crew were killed. The 
other four men, including the Copilot, Navigator, and Bombardier, evaded capture. 
 
Six Sundays later, on September 26, the 390th Bomb Group's sixteenth mission targeted the André 
Citroën factory in Paris. Flak was observed, but there were no attacks on the formation by enemy aircraft  
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(but see the account given in 2006 by then-2ndLt. Dean Ferris, below). Due to the heavy cloud cover over 
the target, no bombs were dropped. All aircraft returned safely, but T/Sgt. Noel H. Howard (photo, page 
1, left), a replacement Radio Operator flying with the crew led by 1stLt. William Cabral, 570th Bomb 
Squadron, was killed in action. As recorded in the September, 1943, history of the 390th Bomb Group:  
 
 T/Sgt Noel H. Howard was killed in action on this mission, on which he flew as radio operator. He 
 was found standing, unconscious, with his gas [oxygen] mask off. Attempts at resuscitation failed 
 and he was dead when the plane landed.   
 

* * * 
 

On December 28, 2020, I contacted Mr. Kenneth Howard of Albuquerque, a younger first cousin of 
T/Sgt. Noel Howard, who has been researching his cousin's life and service for a number of years. 
Working in 2006 with information provided by Ms. Carolyn Beaubien, a Research Volunteer at the 390th 
Memorial Museum, Mr. Howard found the bombardier of the crew that T/Sgt. Howard had flown with 
that day. Then-2ndLt. Dean Ferris (1920-2011) was the bombardier with 1stLt. William Cabral's crew. A 
transcript of Ms. Beaubien's 2006 phone conversation with Mr. Ferris follows, giving an account of that 
September 26, 1943, mission and T/Sgt. Howard's fate: 
 
 We [the Cabral crew] were at the aircraft, ready to climb aboard, but waiting for a replacement 
 Radio Operator as our regular one had been wounded on our previous mission. A young man [later 
 identified as T/Sgt. Howard] came rushing up to the aircraft stating he was the replacement Radio 
 Operator. I questioned him as to if he had been given the proper instruction for his position and he 
 assured me that he knew he was qualified. 
  We climbed aboard and took off. We went through the usual flight procedure, checking 
 each member's oxygen supply regularly. As we neared the target, we were viciously attacked by 
 German fighters [this point differs from the historical account, see above], which we fought off for 
 some time. It was a traumatic time for the entire crew. 
   When the attack was over and I did an oxygen check of the crew and got no answer from 
 the Radio Operator (I did not know his name) . . . I sent one of the gunners to check on him, but he 
 couldn't reach his compartment, so I took portable oxygen tanks and went to his position myself. I 
 found him on the floor, his oxygen mask was off and the oxygen tube was frozen solid . . . he 
 appeared unconscious. It looked like . . . the condensation from his breathing might have frozen in 
 the oxygen tube (not an uncommon occurrence, this was his first combat flight). I worked on him 
 trying to resuscitate him all the way back to the base, but to no avail, he was dead . . . he died in 
 my arms. I felt such remorse as I didn't even know the young man's name. He was so eager and 
 full of life, my sorrow knew no bounds. 
 
Ms. Beaubien then added: 
 
 Mr. Ferris was glad to hear from me, for at last he knew the young man's name, as the death had 
 haunted him all these years. . . . What a sad ending. . . . 
 

* * * 
 
In Special Orders issued the next day, September 27, two enlisted men from the 390th were given travel 
orders pertaining to the disposition of T/Sgt. Howard's remains: 
 
 5. T/Sgt Guy A Ritter Jr 35209771, 30th Sta [Station] Compl [Complement] Sq, WP [will proceed 
 to] 2nd General Hosp, APO 647 thence to Brookwood Cemetery to accompany the remains of 
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 T/Sgt Noel H Howard 6296017. Monetary travel alwns [allowance] in lieu of rat [rations] and qrs 
 [quarters] for two (2) days . . . is authorized. . . . GMV [Government vehicle]. . . . 
 
 6. Pvt Harold A Pearson 38364981, 568th Bomb Sq (H), WP 2nd General Hosp, APO 647 thence 
 to Brookwood Cemetery purpose of transporting thereto the remains of T/Sgt Noel H Howard 
 6296017. . . . ["Pfc. Pearson" is pictured with the "Medics" in a photograph of 568th Bomb 
 Squadron ground personnel, in The Story of the 390th Bombardment Group (H)].   
 
The September 27 orders for T/Sgt. Ritter and Pvt. Pearson instructed them to travel first to "2nd General 
Hospital." Over calendar year 1942, the 2nd General Hospital, affiliated with Presbyterian Hospital in 
New York, had been activated and had trained at Fort Meade, Maryland (February 15-June), before being 
transported across the Atlantic Ocean to England (June 30-July 13). About half of 2nd General's 
personnel, including the command group, established operations at Churchill Hospital, Headington, 
Oxford (see photo, below), which had been built in 1941. The other half of 2nd General's personnel were 
detached to a medical facility in Belfast from July-December. On December 13, the entire 2nd General 

Hospital staff was reunited in now-expanded 
facilities at Churchill Hospital. Total 
personnel authorized in April, 1942, 
included fifty-six officers, 105 nurses, 500 
enlisted men, and a warrant officer. 
Capacity was approximately 1,000-1,100 
beds. From the unit history for 2nd General 
Hospital:  
  
 In line with the rapidly expanding US 
 Army Air Forces in the United Kingdom, 
 the Surgical and Orthopedic Services were 
 constantly learning how to handle and 

 treat gunshot wounds, frostbite injuries, burns, and cases of high-altitude anoxia, hitherto not well-
 known and documented. Indeed, at first the 2d General was almost the only organization to 
 support the Eight Army Air Force during which period they treated a large number of flying 
 personnel. There were many ocular injuries combined with others. Many cases treated were 
 penetrating wounds caused by blasts, shards of plexiglass, and bits of aluminum and shrapnel, 
 often accompanied by severe frostbite affecting the patient's face and extremities. Occasional 
 retinal damage or blindness with tail gunners having to gaze into the sun for enemy fighters 
 attacking the formation without the protection of sunglasses was also one of the many diagnosed 
 injuries. 
 

* * * 
 
In Great Britain today, there are two American military cemeteries operated by the American Battle 
Monuments Commission (ABMC). The most prominent is the Cambridge American Cemetery and 
Memorial (photo, page 4, top), three miles west of Cambridge, which lies on thirty acres of land donated 
by the University of Cambridge during the Second World War (1943). Dedicated in 1956, the cemetery 
today provides the final resting places for more than 3,800 war dead; in addition, the names of more than 
5,000 Americans are recorded on the Walls of the Missing there. During the war, the Cambridge 
American Military Cemetery, as it was then known, also provided for the temporary burials of thousands 
of American casualties. One of these was AAF T/Sgt. Marion Thornton Jr.—the uncle of then-three-year-
old Norman Lane—who was buried there with four other crew members killed in the mid-air collision of 
their B-24 Liberator heavy bomber on July 5, 1944. The grave of T/Sgt. Thornton's Copilot, 2ndLt. 
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Joseph Iannotta, is found today in the 
Cambridge American Cemetery, in 
accordance with his family's wishes (Plot 
G, Row 7, Grave 2), as is that of T/Sgt. 
Noel Howard (see above, Plot F, Row 3, 
Grave 45).  
 
But the first wartime interment of an 
American serviceman in the Cambridge 
American Military Cemetery, according to 
a 2019 story in Stars and Stripes, did not 
occur until December 7, 1943.  
 
The second ABMC cemetery in Britain, 
the Brookwood American Cemetery 

(photo, below), is a small (four-and-a-half acres) parcel that provides the final resting places for 468 
American casualties from the First World War. The American Cemetery occupies a central location 
within the much larger (thirty-seven acres) Brookwood Military Cemetery, which is operated by the 
Commonwealth War Graves Commission (CWGC). Established in 1917, this cemetery was originally 
used for the burials of servicemen and of women who had died, in the London district, while serving both 
Commonwealth and American forces. Today, Brookwood Military Cemetery, thirty miles southwest of 
London, includes the graves of 1,600 Commonwealth casualties (both combat and non-battle) from World 
War I and almost 3,500 from the Second World War. The graves of about 2,400 Canadian servicemen 
from World War II contribute heavily to the latter figure. Among the nearly 800 non-Commonwealth 
graves in the cemetery are those found in the French, Polish, Czechoslovakian, Belgian, and Italian 
sections. The only Americans buried in the larger Brookwood Military Cemetery are those airmen who 
served with the Royal Air Force during World War II.      
 
Prior to December 7, 1943, it appears that 
American casualties from AAF aircrews, 
who either died before their aircraft 
returned to base or died later of their 
wounds, were buried in Brookwood 
Military Cemetery. The Brookwood 
American Cemetery had been dedicated in 
1937, and on January 11, 2021, Mr. Roy 
Hemington, Records Data Manager, 
CWGC, provided the following: 
 
 According to our records, an area 
 to the right of the Brookwood 
 American Cemetery (map, page 5, 
 top) was used during the Second 
 World War for the burial of American servicemen. This was one of several sites chosen during the 
 war to take American war dead [the other two, in the United Kingdom, being Cambridge and 
 Lisnabreeny, located outside Belfast]. After the war, it was decided to remove all the sites except 
 the one at Cambridge, with most of the burials being repatriated to the United States. The plot in 
 Brookwood now forms part of the Brookwood Military Cemetery and at least part of it was reused 
 to bury Italians whose graves in sites around the UK were regrouped at Brookwood.  
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After the war, as in the case of T/Sgt. Marion Thornton Jr., 
families would express their wishes as to whether their 
fathers, sons, husbands, and brothers would be returned to 
the US for final interment or reinterred in the US Military 
Cemetery at Cambridge, as in the cases of both 2ndLt. 
Joseph Iannotta and T/Sgt. Noel Howard. 
 

* * * 
 
T/Sgt. Noel Howard was twenty-six years old when he died 
on his first combat mission. The third of six children born to 
Eliza and Bruce Howard, the life that had ended in the radio 
operator's compartment aboard a B-17, flying high over 
occupied France, had begun in Biardstown, Texas—a small 
community six miles south of Paris, the seat of Lamar 
County—on February 8, 1917. At the time of the 1930 US 
Census, thirteen-year-old Noel was living with his parents, 
his five brothers and sisters, and a boarder in a rental 
property on farmland in south central Lamar County. From 
information collected from the 1930 and 1940 census 
reports, Bruce Howard had been born in Texas in 1890, but 

his wife appears to have been born in either Tennessee or Kentucky in 1892. We also know that Eliza 
Howard had completed the fourth grade in school. In 1930 Mr. Howard listed his occupation as "Farmer," 
and Noel and his four oldest siblings were in school. Mr. Kenneth Howard—Noel's first cousin, also born 
in that part of Lamar County, in 1933—remembers it as a farming area for cotton and corn, and some 
ranching. But during the Great Depression, he recalled: 
 
 There was a lot of moving around . . . We never owned real estate and [I] don't think Bruce and 
 Eliza [Howard] did. . . . The depression and war years were pretty tough, and as you might guess, 
 employment stability wasn't the best, thus people scrambled to get by. Unfortunately military 
 service became the norm either through the draft or voluntary enlistment. 
 
At some point during the 1930s, Eliza and Bruce Howard separated. As of 1935, Eliza was living in 
"Slabtown," another unincorporated area in southern Lamar County, probably five or ten miles from 
Biardstown. That November, twenty-year-old Beulah Howard, the oldest daughter, married Ralph Bolton.  
 
There is no record for Bruce Howard in the 1940 US Census, nor do we have records for three of the 
oldest Howard children—Max, age twenty-five, Katherine, age twenty-one, and Eula, age eighteen—in 
1940. Their mother Eliza, now forty-seven, and her youngest son Frank, twelve, were living in the same 
rental property in Slabtown (image, right). 
She was not working and had no reported 
income for 1939, but her daughter Beulah 
was living next door with her husband, 
Ralph Bolton, a farmer working sixty-five 
hours a week, and their two young sons. 
 
We also know that Noel Howard, sometime prior to April, 1940, had enlisted in the Army Air Corps 
(photo, page 1, left). On the date that the census was recorded—April 11—he was at Randolph Field, 
outside San Antonio. There he was in training with the 46th School Squadron. He had completed one year 
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of college before enlisting and now, at age twenty-three, he was able to report that he had worked a full 
forty weeks during 1939, for which he had received $700 in salary. 
 

* * * 
 
Little is known of the events that brought T/Sgt. Noel Howard to the 390th Bomb Group at Framlingham, 
in the late summer and early fall of 1943. More than three years had passed since that census record had 
been taken at Randolph Field, Texas. On July 1, 1943, then-Sgt. Howard had purchased a $25 US Savings 
Bond for his mother, "payable on death," while stationed in Las Vegas with the "50th FGTSLVAGS." Las 
Vegas was the location of the Air Corps' first flexible gunnery school; Sgt. Howard trained there with the 
50th Flexible Gunnery Training Squadron, Las Vegas Army (Air Corps) Gunnery School. Once at 
Framlingham, now-T/Sgt. Howard had been assigned to the 30th Station Complement Squadron, whose 
role was described in The Story of the 390th Bombardment Squadron (H) (referred to as the "Blue Book," 
going forward) as "to supplement the personnel of the 390th Bombardment Group by furnishing trained 
and willing personnel in the many diverse functions of an AAF station." The unit had first arrived at 
Framlingham on August 12, 1943, but we do not know whether T/Sgt. Howard arrived with the original 
group or not.  
 
And on Sunday, September 26, as 2ndLt. Dean Ferris (photo, right) and 
the rest of 1stLt. William Cabral's crew waited to board 8 Ball/Flak Hack 
for the mission to Paris, as Mr. Ferris recalled more than sixty years later: 
 
 A young man came rushing up to the aircraft stating he was the 
 replacement Radio Operator. 
 
The young man was T/Sgt. Noel Howard from rural Lamar County, 
Texas, the twenty-six-year-old son of Eliza Davis Howard and Bruce 
Howard. 
 
The mission was the second for the 390th Bomb Group that targeted a 
location in Paris, then home to three million people, friendly to the United 
States. As also described in the "Blue Book," 
 
 But studded here and there along the Seine and in the suburbs were factories managed by German 
 experts, engaged in producing aero engines, tanks, and other armament. 
  
 Aero engines were high on priority lists when on 26 September the Group [the 390th] was 
 assigned the Citroën auto-engine works. 
 
In keeping with orders only to bomb targets in Paris visually, the crews were briefed, 
 
 Put your bombs on the target, or bring them back. 
 
First Lieutenant William Cabral led one of the original crews of the 570th Bomb Squadron, 390th Bomb 
Group. His Radio Operator was T/Sgt. Vernon R. Holman, who completed his twenty-five missions and 
survived the war. The 390th Missions Database shows that T/Sgt. Holman flew the first three missions, 
concluding with the August 17 Regensburg "shuttle mission." The August history for the 390th describes 
the mission in detail, including the names of four airmen who were wounded in action but returned to 
base. T/Sgt. Holman is not included on that list, but he would not fly another completed mission until 
November 3. First Lieutenant Cabral led his crew on eleven completed missions during that time, and we 
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have the crew loading lists for the aborted September 3 mission and for the completed missions of 
September 6, 7, 15, and 26. The radio operators for each of these missions were: 
 
 September 3 (aborted)  Holman, V. R.   
 September 6   "Holland," 
 September 7   Medeck, C. W. 
 September 15   Harriman, W. 
 September 26   Howard, N. H.         
 
Although T/Sgt. Holman was on board for the aborted September 3 mission, he was replaced by T/Sgt. 
William Holland (571st Bomb Squadron), T/Sgt. Clarence Medeck (570th Bomb Squadron), and T/Sgt. 
William Harriman (568th Bomb Squadron), on September 6, 7, and 15, respectively. Clearly the Cabral 
crew was flying with replacement radio operators, as available from other combat crews, through mid-
September. Each of the three men—T/Sgts. Holland, Medeck, and Harriman—had flown at least one 
combat mission, and as many as six missions, before flying with the Cabral crew. All three would 
complete their combat tours and survive the war. But on September 26, T/Sgt. Noel Howard of the 30th 
Station Complement Squadron was in line to replace T/Sgt. Holman aboard 8 Ball/Flak Hack—it would 
be his first combat mission, but it would also be his last. Born in Biardstown, six miles south of Paris, 
Texas, he would die in the skies over Paris, France. As then-2ndLt. Dean Ferris of the Cabral crew had 
recalled in 2006, 
 
 I questioned him as to if he had been given the proper instruction for his position and he assured 
 me that he knew he was qualified. 
 

* * * 
 
The 390th Combat Crew Roster for September 26 (Mission #16) included twenty-one crews totaling 216 
men. First Lieutenant Cabral led crew #27. Crew #3 was led by Capt. James Pedersen, and all members of 
his primary crew—including navigator Owen Burgess—were on board. All crews were scheduled to be 
briefed at 1200 hours, Sunday, September 26, with takeoff set for 1440 hours. Acting Command Pilot was 
Major Robert Good, flying with the Skogmo crew in the lead aircraft. The Pedersen and Cabral crews, 
flying in The Stork Club and 8 Ball/Flak Hack (photo, below), respectively, would be in the high 
squadron, led by 1stLt. Robert Waltz. According to Mr. Flip Marchese of the 91st Bomb Group Memorial 
Association, the two aircraft took the #1 
and #2 positions of the trailing element of 
the high squadron, echeloned right. By 
1505 hours that afternoon, Group aircraft 
had assembled in formation and had 
departed the area. Following the briefed 
route, twenty-one aircraft left the English 
coast, between Portsmouth and Beachy 
Head, perhaps near Brighton. Crossing the 
French coast in the general vicinity of 
Dieppe, the more southerly heading into 
the primary target was followed, again as 
briefed. Flak was observed at Aumale, at 
Grandvilliers, at Beauvais/Tille, and at 
Beaumont-sur-Oise. Target area was 
reached at approximately 1749 hours.   
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Mr. Ferris' account of the mission has been given on page 2. There are two aspects of his account that 
have drawn my attention. First, from the official report on the mission, prepared by lead bombardier, 
1stLt. Merle Cloud, later that day: 
 
 No bombs were dropped due to a complete undercast condition. The target was not visible. The 
 secondary was under the same cloud conditions as the primary. No bombs were dropped at the 
 secondary either. Bombs were returned to base. 
 
As Mr. Ferris was the Bombardier with the Cabral crew, it struck me that he did not mention this. His 
comment was: 
 
 As we neared the target, we were viciously attacked by German fighters, which we fought off for 
 some time. It was a traumatic time for the entire crew. 
 
From the official "Narrative Report on . . . Mission of 26/9/43," issued by Col. Edgar Wittan at 2300 
hours that evening: 
 
 S (#1) One crew reports seeing three unidentified enemy A/C otherwise none encountered. 
 
The September history for the 390th Bomb Group, in its Mission #16 synopsis, states: 
 
 Three E/A [enemy aircraft] were seen but none attacked. 
 
I attempted to resolve the contradiction between the contemporary 1943 accounts and Mr. Ferris' 2006 
account through the 390th Bomb Group (Mollers Maulers) Facebook group. From Mr. Dave Nelson: 
 
 Humans incorporate a few natural flaws, and our memory bedevils the historian. Oral history 
 offers amazing insights into the past, but, like primary sources, need evaluation and confirmation. 
 
From Mr. Flip Marchese (see above): 
 
 I would rely on the contemporary statements and search for another mission that better matches 
 the later [2006] recall. 
  
The September history, following on the cloud conditions and on the decision not to drop any bombs, 
continued: 
 
 Route over the target and on return to base was deviated from considerably due to overcast 
 estimated from 7 to 10/10 coverage and low visibility at bombing altitude.  
 
The mission map (page 9, top) gives the altered return route (red arrows); within half an hour of reaching 
the target area, Group aircraft flew over the city of Amiens, on the Somme, at 1818 hours. On this return 
route, flak was observed at Montdidier, at Amiens, at Abbeville, and at a coastal location (possibly Pointe 
Haut-Banc). By 1835 hours, the French coast was behind them; they would cross the English coast near 
Hastings, and all aircraft would land at Framlingham by 2000 hours. The record shows that 1stLt. William 
Cabral landed 8 Ball/Flak Hack at 1941 hours, for a total flight time of just under five hours.  
 

* * * 
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Colonel Wittan's Narrative Report stated that the Group 
had flown at an altitude of 25,000 feet en route to Paris. 
 
A memo issued by Headquarters, 303rd Bomb Group, 
on October 15, 1944, made the following point: 
 
 An individual at 30,000 feet has useful consciousness 
 for approximately 48 seconds if additional oxygen is 
 not supplied.  
 
The Pilot Training Manual for the Flying Fortress B-
17, published that same month by Headquarters, AAF, 
Office of Flying Safety, devoted several pages to the 
subject, "Oxygen." Included was the caution: 
"Remember . . . Your Oxygen Equipment is Your Life." 
The manual stressed the importance of understanding 
the equipment and of carefully checking its condition 
and operation during flight. A checklist for inspection 
of the airman's mask, before each mission, was 
provided: 
 
 Your oxygen mask is an item of personal issue. Take 

 care of it. It's as important as your life. 
 
 The lack of oxygen, known as anoxia, gives no warning. If it hits you, you won't know it until 
 your mates revive you from unconsciousness, if they can. 
 
 When the pressure of the air you're breathing is less than the normal atmospheric pressure of 
 10,000 feet, you need extra oxygen. 
 
An operational note added that, 
 
 Vapor in your breath will freeze in the mask at extremely low temperatures. If you detect freezing, 
 squeeze the mask to prevent ice particles from clogging the oxygen inlet.  
 
At an altitude of 25,000 feet, temperatures could fall to as low as 56 degrees below zero (Fahrenheit;        
-49°C). The 303rd Bomb Group memo cited above added: 
 
 1. Anoxia overtakes one without warning and will result in anything from slight inefficiency to 
 death. It is nearly always caused by carelessness on the part of the individual concerned. . . . 
 
 2. Oxygen will be [in] use above 10,000 feet in daytime flying . . . 
 
 3. An "oxygen check" will be made every five minutes by the Bombardier as long as the crew is 
 on oxygen. 
 
As Mr. Ferris, then-Bombardier with the Cabral crew, had recalled in 2006: 
 
 We climbed aboard and took off. We went through the usual flight procedure, checking each 
 member's oxygen supply regularly. . . . 



10 
 

  When the attack [in his recollection, contradicted by the Narrative Report, see page 8] was 
 over and I did an oxygen check of the crew and got no answer from the Radio Operator (I did not 
 know his name) . . . I took portable oxygen tanks and went to his position myself. I found him 
 on the floor, his oxygen mask was off and the oxygen tube was frozen solid . . . he appeared 
 unconscious. It looked like . . . the condensation from his breathing might have frozen in the 
 oxygen tube (not an uncommon occurrence, this was his first combat flight). I worked on him 
 trying to resuscitate him all the way back to the base, but to no avail, he was dead . . . he died in 
 my arms. I felt such remorse as I didn't even know the young man's name. He was so eager and 
 full of life, my sorrow knew no bounds. 
 

It was a few minutes past 7:30 p.m., local 
time, on Sunday evening, September 26, 
1943, when 1stLt. Cabral and his crew 
landed at Framlingham. T/Sgt. Noel 
Howard was dead. The "Blue Book," in a 
section titled, "Station Sick Quarters," 
includes two photographs (see, left) of 
casualties being removed from Group 
aircraft on landing. Except for the time of 
day and the B-17G model appearing in the 
second photo, these could depict the scene 
as the body of T/Sgt. Howard was taken 
from 1stLt. Cabral's aircraft. The caption for 
the first photo reads: 
 
 A patient has been removed from the 
 radio room of the plane on a Neil 
 Robinson, a flexible type aircraft litter. 
 
Among the five medics assisting with the 
litter, one is identified as "Pfc. Pearson." 
The other men seen standing in the picture 
are likely members of the patient's crew. As 
described on page 3, Pfc. Pearson also 
appears in a photo of Medics from the 568th 

Bomb Squadron in the "Blue Book." Pvt. Harold A. Pearson of the 568th Bomb Squadron would be one 
of two enlisted men traveling to 2nd General Hospital, Oxford, and to Brookwood Cemetery, southwest 
of London, to accompany the remains of T/Sgt. Noel Howard. 
 
In April, 2020, I obtained an annotated map of Framlingham airfield (see, page 11) from Roger Zoontjens 
(ww2investigation-fam-scott.nl), who had visited there in 2018. The Cabral crew flew with the 570th 
Bomb Squadron, whose hardstands (numbered 36-46) were located near their Engineering Huts, indicated 
on the map. The Mortuary & Ambulance Garage were located near the Base Hospital Wards, Surgery & 
Dentistry ("Sick Quarters"), near Gate No. 2 and Parham Village. As the Cabral aircraft had approached 
the field, at about 7:30 p.m. on that Sunday evening in late September, a red flare may have been dropped 
to indicate to the ambulances standing on the line at the end of the runway that a casualty was aboard. The 
ambulance would have wasted little time in reaching the aircraft, and medics would assist in removing 
T/Sgt. Howard's lifeless body from the radio room. The ambulance would then make the sad journey 
along the base road (red arrows), toward the Hospital and Mortuary. As early as the next morning, 
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Monday, September 27, Pvt. Pearson and T/Sgt. Ritter (see pages 2-3) would depart the base through 
Gate No. 2 in an ambulance, headed for the 2nd General Hospital in Oxford with their silent passenger.  
 

* * * 
 

The Surgeon at Framlingham at the time was Major Leroy Oetjen of the Medical Corps. On September 
27, his office phoned the office of the Chief, Graves Registration Service (possibly in London), to report 
T/Sgt. Howard's death. The information was confirmed (name, rank, serial number, squadron, religion) in 
a memo on that Monday. A "Report of Burial" form had been initiated the previous evening, confirming 
that T/Sgt. Howard had been killed in action. Cause of death was entered as "Anoxia, Acute, Severe, 
Fatal," and his thumb and finger prints were added to the form. First Lieutenant Harrison Myers, 
Quartermaster Corps, supervised the embalming. His mother's name, Eliza D. Howard, was entered as 
both emergency addressee and legal next of kin, and his personal effects were turned over to Col. Wittan's 
office. Noel Howard's religious preference was given as "Protestant." Maj. Oetjens then signed page 1 of 
the form. 
 
The exact nature of their business at 2nd General Hospital in Cambridge is not known; today the drive 
from Parham Village to Churchill Hospital takes about three hours. Once that business had been 
concluded, T/Sgt. Ritter and Pvt. Pearson drove the sixty-or-so miles to Brookwood American Military 
Cemetery, thirty miles southwest of London. Their mission there would not include participating in the 
burial, but in transferring the body to the custody of the US Officer in Charge of Burials there. 
 
This was accomplished, and although the signature on page 2 of the "Report of Burial" was not dated 
(image, below), T/Sgt. Guy A. Ritter Jr., 30th Station Complement Squadron, signed as instructed. As he 
and Pvt. Pearson were ordered to complete their travel in two days, it appears they made the 140-mile trip 
back to Framlingham on the 28th. 
 

The "Protestant Military Funeral" 
committing the body of T/Sgt. Noel 
Howard to the earth occurred at 2:00 p.m. 
local time on Thursday, September 30, at 
Brookwood American Military 
Cemetery—Plot K, Row 6, Grave 5. A 
temporary wooden cross marked the grave.  
 
Traveling today by automobile, the 
distance from Parham, Suffolk (map, page 
13, top; green star, near Ipswich), to 
Churchill Hospital is about 160 miles, 
taking just under three hours' driving time. 
Churchill Hospital, Headington, Oxford—

the site in September, 1943, of the 2nd General Hospital—is about sixty miles from Brookwood Military 
Cemetery, Brookwood, Woking (green star, near Reading), and the distance can be traveled by car in 
about seventy minutes. The 140 miles from the cemetery back to Parham can be driven in about two-and-
a-half hours. Over the two days authorized for their journey, this is an approximation of the travels made 
by T/Sgt. Guy Ritter and Pvt. Harold Pearson, as they transported the mortal remains of T/Sgt. Noel 
Howard, the twenty-six-year-old Texan who had died on his first combat mission, to his resting place in 
Brookwood American Military Cemetery. As with a sailor being buried at sea—no family . . . no friends 
were there to say good-bye. In his memoirs, as communicated to me by Becky and Joe Thornton of 
Brownsville, Tennessee, Navy Lieutenant Joseph Rowan Taylor [Becky's uncle] wrote of his experiences 
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during the Second World War. A young man in his 
twenties, in command of a Patrol Coastal Ship in 
the Pacific, he wrote about one of the hardest tasks 
he had to face during his command—that of 
burying a sailor at sea, thousands of miles distant 
from any family. So it was for T/Sgt. Noel Howard 
of rural Biardstown, Lamar County, Texas.  
 
But perhaps the best description of the harsh cruelty 
accompanying the death and lonely burial of an 
American soldier in Europe during the Second 
World War comes from Ernie Pyle, in Brave Men:  
 
 In this war [Italy—December 1943–April 1944] I 
 have known a lot of officers who were loved 
 and respected by the soldiers under them. But 
 never have I crossed the trail of any man as 
 beloved as Captain Henry T. Waskow, of Belton, 
 Texas. . . . 
  He was very young, only in his middle 
 twenties, but he carried in him a sincerity and a 

 gentleness that made people want to be guided by 
 him. . . . 
 
 Then a soldier came into the cowshed and said there were some more bodies outside. We went out 
 into the road. Four mules stood there in the moonlight, in the road where the trail came down off 
 the mountain. The soldiers who led them stood there waiting. 
  "This one is Captain Waskow," one of them said quietly.  
  Two men unlashed his body from the mule and lifted it off and laid it in the shadow beside 
 the stone wall. Other men took the other bodies off. Finally, there were five lying end to end in a 
 long row. You don't cover up dead men in the combat zones. They just lie there in the shadows 
 until somebody comes after them. . . . 
 
 Then the first man squatted down, and he reached down and took the captain's hand, and he sat 
 there for a full five minutes holding the dead hand in his own and looking intently into the dead 
 face. And he never uttered a sound all the time he sat there. 
  Finally he put the hand down. He reached over and gently straightened the points of the 
 captain's shirt collar, and then he sort of rearranged the tattered edges of the uniform around the 
 wound, and then he got up and walked away 
 down the road in the moonlight, all alone. 
  The rest of us went back into the 
 cowshed, leaving the five dead men lying in a 
 line end to end in the shadow of the low stone 
 wall.  
 
Captain Henry T. Waskow (photo, right) served with 
the 143rd Infantry Regiment, 36th Infantry Division, 
and he died on December 14, 1943, at the age of 
twenty-five. He is buried in the Sicily-Rome American 
Cemetery, Plot G, Row 6, Grave 33. 
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The book of St. Matthew (27:38, King James Version) describes the crucifixion of Jesus: 
 
 38 Then there were two . . . crucified with him, one on the right hand, and another on the  
  left. 
 
The Report of Burial identified the two airmen buried to Noel Howard's right and left. T/Sgt. John 
O'Malley had flown the same September 26 mission to Paris with the crew of 1stLt. J.M. Adams, 334th 
Bomb Squadron, 95th Bomb Group. The interrogation report completed after the mission stated: 
 
 T/S O'Malley J.R. died either from lack of oxygen or other reasons. Could be heart attack. 
 O'Malley turned blue. Gave him artificial respiration and massaged his arms, hands, legs, etc. for 
 about 50 minutes. He never revived.    
 
T/Sgt. Carl Heinritz, flying on the September 27 mission to Emden, Germany, with the crew led by 1stLt. 
Karl Thompson, 323rd Bomb Squadron, 91st Bomb Group, was killed by a 20mm round from an enemy 
aircraft. 
 

* * * 
 
Two weeks after Noel Howard had been laid to rest, on October 14, the Adjutant General's Office, War 
Department, processed the official report of his death. The cause as reported was "Result of injuries rec'd 
in Action." The Adjutant General would in turn provide official notification of T/Sgt. Howard's death to 
the emergency addressee whom he had designated—his mother, Mrs. Eliza D. Howard. She and Noel's 
father, Bruce, had separated in the 1930s, and her address in the fall of 1943 appears to have been the 
same "Slabtown" residence reported in the 1940 Census (see page 5). Her young son Frank, who was 
living with her then, was now sixteen years old. Both parents were listed as beneficiaries on the "Report 
of Death." But their respective recognitions by the War Department, as next of kin in their son's case, 
would cause heartbreak that would continue for at least five years after Noel's death.  
 
Within days of T/Sgt. Howard's death, his personal effects at Framlingham had been inventoried. In time, 
they would be boxed and shipped to the Kansas City Quartermaster Depot (QMD), where they would be 
held pending eventual return to the legally recognized recipient. Among his effects was the $25 US 
Savings Bond he had purchased for his mother, while he had been stationed in Las Vegas the previous 
July. This had been stipulated as payable to her, in the event of his death, and was forwarded to her early 
in 1944. Among other items recorded in this early inventory were a "Rosary" and a "Key chain w/good 
luck charms." It is not known whether Noel had carried these with him on the fatal mission. 
 
Approximately three months had passed since Eliza and Bruce Howard had learned of their son's death. 
There are records of at least two early letters from Mrs. Howard, to the Kansas City QMD, dated January 
12 and March 2, 1944. The latter is reproduced below (page 15, top). As with an April 20 letter in behalf 
of the separated couple, it is likely that this letter was typed for Mrs. Howard by the Paris, Texas, office of 
the Red Cross, Lamar County Chapter. As had been requested, Mrs. Howard provided further information 
regarding her late son and her husband. Key among these facts were that Noel had not been married, and 
that he had left no will. Mrs. Howard concluded the letter: 
 
 Please send his property to me at my new address, Cunningham, Texas [another unincorporated 
 community in Lamar County, about twenty-five miles southeast of Paris]. 
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These facts, and Mrs. Howard's request, 
were considered in a standard legal 
proceeding held at the Kansas City QMD 
later in March. As would later be adopted by 
the Veterans Administration after the war, 
there was an order of preference for 
recognizing a military decedent's next of 
kin: 
 
 1. Widow (which did not apply in T/Sgt. 
  Howard's case) 
 2. Male child, over 21 years (did not  
  apply) 
 3. Female child, over 21 years (did not  
  apply) 
 4. Father 
 5. Mother 
 
 

 
On this basis, Bruce Howard was determined to be entitled to receive his son's effects. On April 20, he, as 
claimant, and Eliza Davis Howard, as witness, acknowledged their receipt. Included among the effects 
were the rosary and the keychain with good luck charms: 
 
 O God come to my aid; 
 O Lord, make haste to help me. . . . 
 
But Noel Howard's prayer had not been answered. . . . 
 
 Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners, now, and at the hour of our death. 
 Amen.  
 
As of that April 20, the Allied landing in Normandy was still more than six weeks away, and the war in 
Europe would continue for another eleven months after D-Day. At the time of the German surrender, 
according to Edward Steere and Thayer M. Boardman in their 1957 study, Final Disposition of World 
War II Dead: 1945-1951, there were thirty-
six temporary US Military Cemeteries 
within the ETO, containing the remains of 
approximately 140,000 American dead. 
Two of these were my father's closest 
brother, T/4 Robert Claiborne (photo, left), 
Company C, 760th Tank Battalion (US 
Military Cemetery at Carano, Italy, Plot B, 
Row 20, Grave 235), and my mother's 
favorite first cousin, T/Sgt. Marion 
Thornton Jr. (photo, right), 576th Bomb 
Squadron, 392nd Bomb Group (US Military 
Cemetery at Cambridge, Plot L, Row 3, 
Grave 6). In addition to Brookwood and 
Cambridge in England, there was a third 
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American cemetery—Lisnabreeny, located outside Belfast—in the United Kingdom. Wartime interments 
in these three cemeteries totaled slightly more than 9,000. Within one week of the surrender of Imperial 
Japan, the War Department had proposed that Cambridge become the site of a permanent overseas 
cemetery—the only one in the British Isles. But three full years would pass between the surrender of 
Japan (September 2, 1945) and the first permanent reinterments (August 30, 1948) in the newly designed 
and completed Cambridge American Military Cemetery. 
 

* * * 
 

Meanwhile, over the period from May, 1947, until June, 1948, the Office of the Quartermaster General 
(QMG), War Department (later, Department of the Army), appears to have lost contact with Bruce 
Howard, the legally-recognized nearest relative of T/Sgt. Noel Howard, deceased. Two letters, dated 
January 7 and February 6, 1947, appear to have been delivered. Unfortunately, in preparing the Individual 
Deceased Personnel File sent to Mr. Kenneth Howard in 2008, personal mailing addresses were redacted 
in these documents. It is important to realize that, over the more-than-three years since Noel Howard's 
September 30, 1943, burial, the family had not been told where his grave was located. So the purpose of 
the January 7 letter to Mr. Howard, from the QMG, was to provide the name and location of the US 
Military Cemetery Brookwood, as well as the location of Noel's grave there. This letter was followed on 
February 6 with additional correspondence. At this time, a picture of the Brookwood Cemetery was 
enclosed, so that the family, 
 
 may gain some solace from this view of the surroundings in which your loved one rests. . . . Here, 
 assured of continuous care, now rest the remains of a few of those heroic dead who fell together in 
 the service of our country.  
 
In keeping with the earlier proposal that Cambridge become the single permanent overseas cemetery in 
the United Kingdom, both letters promised to, at a later date, 
 
 provide all legal next of kin with full information and solicit their detailed desires . . . 
 
 regarding final interment, here or abroad, of the remains of your loved one. 
 
Considering that approximately 140,000 American dead lay at rest in temporary military cemeteries 
within the ETO, with an untold number still classified as Missing in Action and/or Presumed Dead, one 
can appreciate the magnitude of the human effort that faced the Office of the QMG. In a sense, the 
Howard family, like the Claiborne and Thornton families, was in fact fortunate that the remains of their 
loved one had been identified at his death and had been maintained in a US Military Cemetery. As we will 
see in future installments of this story, this was not the case for the families of S/Sgts. Frank Grubb, Emil 
Mateyak, Robert Redding, and Anton Kohler—all from the crew of Capt. James Pedersen, 568th Bomb 
Squadron, 390th Bomb Group. 
 
On May 23, 1947, a third letter/envelope addressed to Mr. Bruce A. Howard from the Office of the QMG 
was postmarked in the Cunningham, Texas, post office with the stamp, "Returned to Sender, Unknown" 
on the envelope. The May 15 letter began: 
 
 The people of the United States, through the Congress have authorized the disinterment and final 
 burial of the heroic dead of World War II. The Quartermaster General of the Army has been 
 entrusted with this sacred responsibility to the honored dead. The records of the War Department 
 indicate that you may be the nearest relative of the above-named deceased [T/Sgt. Noel Howard], 
 who gave his life in the service of his country.       
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The enclosures with the letter included a 
form, "Request for Disposition of Remains," 
and two pamphlets, "Disposition of World 
War II Armed Forces Dead" (image, left), 
and "American Cemeteries." At this point, 
in May, 1947, the design layout for the 
permanent Cambridge cemetery was still 
eight months from completion. But the 
letter and enclosures were not delivered to 
Mr. Howard, and the case of his son, T/Sgt. 
Noel Howard, would remain in limbo for 
another year. 
 
This was not an isolated case. The same 
"Request for Disposition of Remains" letter 
and enclosures, regarding the late S/Sgt. 
Frank Grubb, Blackfoot, Idaho, was 
originally mailed to the decedent's father, 

Dell Grubb, on January 12, 1948. Nine days later, the Blackfoot post office sent the Office of the QMG a 
forwarding address—Challis, Idaho—for Mr. Grubb. Over the period July 7, 1948–January 17, 1949, the 
Office of the QMG corresponded with the national Red Cross, Pacific Area, headquartered in San 
Francisco. The Pacific Area office in turn worked with the local Challis area chapter (Bingham County, 
Idaho, chapter) to locate Mr. Grubb. Finally, on March 15, 1949—after eight months had passed—the 
Red Cross was able to respond to the Office of the QMG with the "Request . . ." form, completed and 
signed by Mr. Grubb. 
 
It is possible that the Office of the QMG also solicited the help of the Red Cross in locating Mr. Howard. 
In any event, on May 6, 1948—almost a full year after the original letter—an updated copy of the 
"Request . . ." letter, with enclosures, was sent to him. The form, as signed and notarized on June 14, 
1948, indicated that Bruce Howard, now fifty-eight years of age and still separated from his wife, Eliza, 
was a "lodger" at the Imperial Hotel in Paris, Texas. The "Disposition . . ." pamphlet, referred to above, 
had two very important questions, to be considered by Mr. Howard: 1) Who is the next of kin?, and 2) 
How does the next of kin wish to have his/her loved one permanently reinterred? As described previously, 
for unmarried military personnel, the War Department recognized the father as designated next of kin. As 
to permanent reinterment, there were four options: 
 
 1. That the remains be interred in a permanent American military cemetery overseas. 
 2. That the remains be returned to the United States, or any possession or territory thereof, for  
  interment by next of kin in a private cemetery.  
 3. That the remains be shipped within, or returned to a foreign country, the homeland of the  
  deceased or next of kin, for interment by next of kin in a private cemetery. 
 4. That the remains be returned to the United States for final interment in a national cemetery. 
 
So, on the "Request . . ." form, Bruce A. Howard, acting as next of kin, indicated his preference that the 
remains of his son, T/Sgt. Noel Howard, killed in action more than four-and-a-half years before, "Be 
interred in a permanent American military cemetery overseas." As there would be a single permanent 
American Military Cemetery in the United Kingdom—Cambridge—that is where the remains of Noel 
Howard would eventually rest in peace, for all time. But the first reinterments in the new permanent 
Cambridge cemetery were still two-and-a-half months away. 
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* * *  
 

The families of T/4 Robert Claiborne and T/Sgt. Marion 
Thornton Jr., acting in a similar time frame, both requested 
that the remains of their sons be returned to the United 
States, for interment by their respective next of kin (photos, 
left). T/Sgt. Thornton was laid to rest on Monday afternoon, 
August 23, 1948, at the Tabernacle Cemetery, a short walk 
from the Tabernacle Methodist Church, located just outside 
Brownsville, Tennessee. The graveside service was private. 
The graveside service for T/Sgt. Claiborne was held on 
Friday morning, November 19, 1948, at Oakwood Cemetery 
in Brownsville. But every case is different, and the parents 
of S/Sgt. Frank Grubb elected to have the remains of their 
son interred in a permanent American military cemetery in 
Belgium, which today is known as the Ardennes American 
Cemetery and Memorial, about twelve miles from Liege. 
Pearl and Dell Grubb had lost four young children, all by 
tragic accidents, over 1916-1939, and their son Frank died 
on October 8, 1943—less than two weeks after Noel 
Howard's death—when his B-17 was shot down over 
Germany. In May, 2019, Barbara Hammond, a family friend 
who knew Pearl Grubb well, offered this recollection: 

 
 The government offered to send Frank home and she [Pearl Grubb, his mother] told them she just 
 couldn't bury another child. 
 
So yes, every case is different. By 1949, Pearl Grubb was using the name, Mrs. Pearl Stewart. Normally, 
this would indicate that she and Dell Grubb had divorced and that she had remarried. It remains unclear 
exactly what their legal marital status—they had married in 1909—was forty years later. In any event, as 
the father of S/Sgt. Frank Grubb, deceased, sixty-six-year-old Dell Grubb would be designated his son's 
next of kin. In their March 15, 1949, letter to the Office of the QMG, the Pacific Area office of the 
national Red Cross wrote: 
 
 Mr. Grubb, father of the deceased serviceman, and Mrs. Pearl Stewart, mother of the serviceman, 
 called together at the Bingham County Chapter office and designated their wish to have the 
 remains of their son left in a permanent military cemetery overseas. 
 
Mr. Bruce Howard had signed the "Request . . ." form designating his wishes on June 14, 1948. There had 
apparently been discussion, but not agreement, with Mrs. Eliza Howard. For two days later, on June 16, 
the fifty-five-year-old mother of Noel Howard wrote a letter to the Office of the QMG, in her own hand. 
A copy of the original is reproduced below (page 19, top). Some minor changes in spelling and 
punctuation have been made in the typed text, in order to assist the reader: 
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     June 16 – 48   
 The Quarter Master General 
 
 I'm the Mother of 
 T/Sgt Noel Howard (QMGMF 293) ASN 
 6296017 Air Corps, 
 who was killed Sep 26 of 1943 
 and is buried in Eng, so  05 
 I've been told. It has been 
 my wish to have him  
 brought home to a local or 
 private cemetery in his 
 and our home land,   10  
 but they want him to 
 stay there. As for 
 myself, there [is] just one way 
 for a burial. That [is in] the ground,   
 no water [as in a burial at sea] or 15   
 any other way [such as cremation].   
 
 So with a very sad and 
 awful thing to bear, I'll 
 let him rest there. 
 
  I'm his Mother. 
 Mrs. Eliza Davis Howard  
 
At the time, all five of Noel's brothers and sisters were age twenty-one or older. Though not officially 
next of kin, they may have been included in the discussions regarding their brother's permanent interment 
(see line 11, "they"). Keeping in mind that Mrs. Howard had only completed the fourth grade in school, it 
is not clear why she expressed her thoughts about other forms of burial (line 15). Regardless of her 
educational background, she was Noel Howard's mother, and she would never see him again—nor would 
she ever see his permanent grave in England. Similar emotions were expressed in letters written by Frank 
Grubb's mother, Mrs. Pearl Stewart, to the Office of the QMG, as late as August, 1950: 
 
 I want to thank the Government  
 for laying my boy comfortably 
 to Rest. He was my youngest son. 
 I think the Cross is a beautiful 
 headstone. I hope to visit Frank's 
 grave someday.  
 
  Sincerely, 
 Mrs. Pearl Stewart 
  Blackfoot, Idaho . . . 
 Mother of Frank Grubb 
 
Another mother who had lost a son during the war in Europe was Mrs. Joseph (Rose) Kennedy, whose 
husband had been the US Ambassador to Britain when the war had broken out. Her oldest son, Navy 
Lieutenant Joseph Kennedy Jr., was killed in action on August 12, 1944, when his B-24 heavy bomber 
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exploded over England. Her second son, John F. Kennedy, became President but was assassinated on 
November 22, 1963. Her third son, Robert F. Kennedy, was a US Senator (D-NY) and a candidate for the 
Democratic presidential nomination when he died on June 6, 1968, the victim of another assassination. 
There is a quote, popularly attributed to Mrs. Kennedy, which is quite fitting here:  
 
 It has been said, "time heals all wounds." 
 I do not agree. 
 The wounds remain. 
 In time, the mind, protecting its sanity, covers them with scar tissue and the pain lessens. 
 But it is never gone. 
 

* * * 
 
The decision had already been made—the US Military Cemetery, Brookwood, would not become a 
permanent overseas cemetery for those Americans who had lost their lives in the Second World War. The 
remains of all American servicemen buried there during the war, with the exception of those American 
airmen who had served with the RAF, would be disinterred. These remains would be maintained with care 
and supervision by US military personnel; ultimately they would be shipped to their final destinations—in 
accordance with the wishes of the next of kin. This being the case, the remains of T/Sgt. Noel Howard 
were disinterred on April 1, 1948—two-and-a-half months before his father designated permanent 
interment at Cambridge. On May 20, the UK casket with his remains was shipped by rail to the US 
Military Cemetery at Cambridge—the permanent cemetery had not been completed, but this would also 
provide a site where the remains could be held, pending a decision from next of kin. 
 
On July 2, the Office of the QMG accepted Bruce Howard's 
decision to have his son buried overseas. On July 26, a letter 
was sent to Eliza Howard, reinforcing the decision that the 
desires of her former husband would be followed, and that 
her son would be permanently interred at the American 
Military Cemetery, Cambridge (1945 photos, right). Mrs. 
Howard was also told that Noel's father would be notified of 
the exact date and location of the final interment, and that 
Mr. Howard would also receive the American flag used at 
the final burial ceremony. 
 
On August 24, 1948—one week before the very first 
permanent interment at Cambridge—Mrs. Howard penned 
another letter to the Office of the QMG (page 21, top): 
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      Aug 24 – 48 
 To the Quarter Master General 
 
 I lost a son in [World] War II on the 
 26th of Sept of 1943, and I was 
 told by the War Dept that I 
 would rec a letter. But I never 
 did rec it, so I'd like very much  
 to know how my boy was killed 
 and where he was killed as I want 
 to know very much. His name 
 is Tec/Serg Noel H. Howard (293) ASN- 
 6296017. His Mother, 
 
 Mrs. Eliza D. Howard 
 
The only response was that the letter had been forwarded 
to the Adjutant General, whose office handled all inquiries 
regarding the circumstances surrounding individual deaths 
and missing personnel. There were many ways in which an 
airman could die in action in the skies over occupied Europe in the fall of 1943—penetrating wounds 
caused by blasts, shattered pieces of plexiglass, or bits of aluminum and shrapnel, gunshot wounds, and 
burns, to name a few. High-altitude anoxia was an equally lethal threat, but it had not been fully 
appreciated before the air war over Europe began. 
  
For almost five years—absent any contact after the war from her son's fellow crew members on the fatal 
flight, because they had not known the name of their replacement Radio Operator—Mrs. Howard had 
lived with the simple explanation that her son had died as the "Result of injuries rec'd in Action." The 
record does not indicate whether she ever received a further response from the Adjutant General's Office. 
Only in 2006—twenty years after Eliza's death—did her nephew Kenneth Howard learn that his older 
cousin had died of high-altitude anoxia. 
 
On the day before Armistice Day, 1948—observed on November 11—T/Sgt. Noel Howard received his 
permanent burial in the US Military Cemetery, Cambridge. The next day would bring the thirtieth 
anniversary of the end of the First World War—the Great War . . . the War to end all Wars—"on the 
eleventh hour of the eleventh day of the eleventh month." Grave number 45 was later marked with a 
permanent headstone—a stylized marble Latin cross, bearing the name of Noel H. Howard, his rank, 
T/Sgt., unit, 30th Station Complement Squadron, state, Texas, and date of death, September 26, 1943. 
There his grave, in Plot F, Row 3, remains today—more than seventy years later. The flag that had draped 
his casket during the military funeral service was shipped to his father on Valentine's Day, 1949. On April 
6, 1949, the QMG notified Mr. Howard in a letter that his son's remains had been permanently interred, 
 
 side by side with comrades who also gave their lives for their country. . . . 
 
 You may rest assured . . . that the grave-site will be carefully and conscientiously maintained in 
 perpetuity by the United States Government. 
 
In the book of St. John (19:30, King James Version), it is written that Jesus spoke these last mortal words 
from the cross: 
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 It is finished . . . 
 
In a way, so too was the story of T/Sgt. Noel Howard, the third child born to Eliza and Bruce Howard of 
Biardstown, Texas. 
 
More than sixty-five years after Noel Howard was laid to rest at the Cambridge American Cemetery, Neal 
Howard, the son of another of Noel's first cousins, visited his grave (photo, below, right). Eliza Howard's 
wish was at last fulfilled. 
 

* * * 
 
In 2016 I read the 
undergraduate Honors Thesis 
(History) that had been 
prepared in 2009 by Corinne 
Snow at Vanderbilt 
University. It is titled, 
Message of the Meuse-
Argonne Monuments. Near the 
end of World War I, about 1.2 
million US servicemen fought 
during the forty-seven days of 
the Meuse-Argonne Offensive. 
More than 26,000 Americans 
were killed—comparable to 

the number of men who died while serving with the Eighth Air Force, during the Second World War—in 
the fighting in this campaign. More than 14,000 of these Americans are buried in the Meuse-Argonne 
American Cemetery, which was dedicated in 1937, near the village of Romagne-sous-Montfaucon in 
northeast France (photos, top row, page 23). In his preface to Grand Illusions, Wake Forest University 
Professor David Lubin describes his visit to the cemetery. "Here, in hypnotic row upon row of white 
marble crosses, interspersed with the occasional Star of David, were the remains of thousands of 
American soldiers who never returned to their homeland." After the war, General John J. Pershing, who 
had commanded the American Expeditionary Force there, made the pledge that "time will not dim the 
glory of their deeds." Images of the Meuse-Argonne American Cemetery today, reinforced in Corinne 
Snow’s thesis, substantiate the fact that General Pershing’s promise has been kept. In her thesis, Corinne 
wrote: 
 
 War memorials are one of the oldest forms of records. . . . 
  This universal use of war memorials speaks to the basic psychological and sociopolitical 
 importance of  these symbols. They serve to both glorify the dead, and celebrate the values of the 
 society who builds them. Though these themes are common to all war memorials, each era and 
 culture portrays them in a distinctive way. In doing so, they give us a glimpse into their world 
 view. . . . The design choices made in the construction of these [Meuse-Argonne] monuments 
 offer a unique view into how the United States viewed itself and its involvement in the First World 
 War during the interwar years. . . . they offer insight into the way that the United States wanted to 
 be viewed; and remembered, by the rest of the world. 
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So, too, the design choices made in the construction of the present-day Cambridge American Cemetery 
and Memorial (photos, bottom row, above)—one of fourteen permanent overseas American military 
cemeteries commemorating the sacrifices made during the Second World War—provide a unique 
perspective on how the United States viewed itself and its involvement in the war, over the decades that 
would follow. The design of the permanent cemetery also offers insight into how America wanted to be 
viewed—and remembered—by the rest of the world. 
 
Thanks to the generous cooperation of the East Anglian Film Archives, a silent four-minute video 
produced in 1945 follows. The description reads: 
 
 In the Cambridge American Military Cemetery a commemorative service is held to honour the 
 deceased. Speeches are made and a band is playing. Wreaths from the American Embassy, the 
 American Navy, the American Army and the Rotary Club of Cambridge are shown. 
 
 http://www.eafa.org.uk/catalogue/228937 
 
Although it was not declared a national holiday until 1971, the American Memorial Day, which began as 
Decoration Day in the years following the Civil War, had been observed on May 30 every year. As the 
war in Europe had ended earlier that May of 1945, the ceremony recorded on film may have taken place 
on May 30, 1945. 
 
As produced for the 2014 opening of the Cambridge American Cemetery Visitor Center, this nine-minute 
video shares the story of those Americans, like T/Sgt. Noel Howard, who were based in the United 
Kingdom and fought and died in the Battle of the Atlantic, the Strategic Air War, and in preparations for 
the Normandy invasion: 
 
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K1-ihXHgCQE 
 

* * * 
 

Noel Howard had died on Sunday, September 26, 1943. On the day after his burial at Brookwood—
Friday, October 1, 1943—the 390th Bomb Group was entering its second full month of combat. As of that 
date, seventeen missions had been flown by the group; the crew of Miss Fortune had taken part in eleven 
of these. Elements of the group would fly seven missions that October, and on that Friday, 390th 
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Headquarters issued Special Orders listing the names of all enlisted airmen, from each of the four bomb 
squadrons, who would be placed on flying status for the month of October:  
 
 1. Following EM [enlisted men] orgns [organizations] indicated whose duties require frequent and 
 regular participation in aerial flights are placed on flying status for period covering 1 Oct to 31 Oct 
 1943 inclusive . . . 
 
For the 568th Bomb Squadron, which included 
Capt. James Pedersen's crew, the names of 
sixty Sergeants, Staff Sergeants, and Technical 
Sergeants—the Engineers, Radio Operators, 
and Ball Turret, Waist, and Tail Gunners for 
ten full crews—appeared on the primary list. 
Thirty-one of those sixty men, or 52%, would 
complete their twenty-five-mission tours. 
Eleven men, or 18% of the total, would be 
killed in action that October, and an equal 
number would become prisoners of war that 
month. Five more of the sixty men would not 
live to complete their tours, and two more 
would become POWs. T/Sgt. Carl Carnes, 
declared Missing in Action on a December 20, 
1943, mission with the crew led by Lt. John 
Reeve, 568th Bomb Squadron, 390th Bomb 
Group, is remembered today on the Walls of 
the Missing at Cambridge American Cemetery 
and Memorial. Slightly more than one (1.07) 
of every four men on this list would die in 
aerial combat, and a similar fraction (0.87 of 
four) would survive the war in POW camps. 


