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September 1, 2020 
 

Preface 
 

This is Part Two in the five-part series, "August 11, 1965-April 7, 1968." The Introduction to the series 
can be accessed at https://tinyurl.com/August-11-2020  Part One can be accessed at 
https://tinyurl.com/August-11-1965   

 
As James Coan writes in Con Thien: The Hill of Angels (Tuscaloosa: The University of Alabama Press, 
2004), over September, 1967, through July, 1968, he served in Vietnam as a tank platoon commander 
with Alpha Co., 3rd Tank Battalion, 3rd Marine Division. For eight of those months, he and his platoon 
operated out of Con Thien—the Marine firebase located two miles south of the Demilitarized Zone 
(DMZ):  
 
 Military maps of the area indicated a prominent terrain feature 158 meters in elevation labeled 
 "Nui Con Thien," which in English means . . . "the hill of angels." 
 
James Coan continues, describing one particular day at Con Thien in the summer of 1967: 
 
 July 27, 1967, was another broiling hot day around the DMZ. Gunnery Sergeant ("Gunny") R.B. 
 English and his platoon leader, 2d Lt. John Brock, knew that their tanks badly needed preventive 
 maintenance performed. Their platoon had been busy that entire spring and summer, operating in 
 the heat and dust around Con Thien alongside various infantry units. . . . Their tank platoons had 
 been involved in some of the heaviest fighting of the war. They had suffered extensive losses in 
 personnel and equipment to mines, rocket-propelled grenades (RPGs), and incoming mortars, 
 rockets, and artillery. RPG holes were patched; mine-damaged track, road wheels, and road wheel 
 arms were repaired as well as one could expect in a combat zone. . . .   
  As dusk approached, the fiery sun began to sink behind the slate gray western hills. 
 Lieutenant Brock directed three of his fifty-two-ton, M-48A3 tanks to an open area behind the 
 105mm artillery battery just inside the southern perimeter minefield gate. He and Gunny English 
 had decided to combine their platoon resources and do some much- needed preventive 
 maintenance. . . . 
 
Then, as James Coan describes the horrific scene: 
   
 Then, in one terrible instant, a deadly barrage of NVA artillery bracketed the tanks. Three entire 
 tank crews, a dozen Marines, were wiped out. The dead and dying boys, their young lives instantly 
 blasted into oblivion, lay mangled in the dirt . . . Killed outright were Cpl. David E. Flaningham, 
 22, Rockford, Illinois; Lance Cpl. Miles E. Jansen, 20, St. Paul, Minnesota; and Pvt. Raymond 
 Ludwig, 19, Wilmington, Delaware. Corporal Manuel M. Garcia, Jr., 19, from Los Angeles, 
 California, was standing in his tank commander's cupola, yelling something down at one of the   
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 men alongside his tank, when the incoming rounds hit. He would succumb to his grievous wounds 
 the following day. 
 

* * * 
 
In Washington, DC, it was probably about 8 a.m. on Thursday morning, July 27, 1967, when those NVA 
artillery rounds had found their mark among the tanks of Lt. Brock's platoon, ending the lives of four 
young Americans. In Washington that night, President Johnson would speak to the American people—his 
remarks would be broadcast live on television and radio. But the President would not be talking about the 
War in Vietnam, nor would he be offering condolences to the families of David Flaningham, Miles 
Jansen, Raymond Ludwig, and Manuel Garcia, Jr. For on this night, the President would be talking to the 
nation about another War—the War in America's cities. Over the previous two weeks, first in Newark, 
and then in Detroit, this War had claimed the lives of sixty-six Americans and had caused total property 
damage of between 50 and 60 million dollars—all over eight days and nights of racial violence.  
 
Thank you. 
 
Al Claiborne, Professor Emeritus 
Chair, Norman Lane Jr. Memorial Project 
http://www.NormanLaneJrMemorialProject.org 
https://alclaiborne.wordpress.com/ 
https://tinyurl.com/Al-Claiborne-YouTube-Channel 
Cell: (336) 529-2105 
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The Summer of 1967 
 

In America, two summers had passed since the Watts riots. It was now the summer of 1967. As stated 
later in the Report of the National Advisory Commission on Civil Disorders [the Kerner Commission; 
https://tinyurl.com/Kerner-1968-Report (download only)], chaired by Democratic Governor Otto Kerner 
of Illinois: 
 
 The Los Angeles riot, the worst in the United States since the Detroit riot of 1943, shocked all 
 who had been confident that race relations were improving in the North, and evoked a new mood 
 in African-American ghettos across the country. 
 
Two deadly riots, or disorders, had followed in Chicago and in the Hough section of Cleveland in July, 
1966. 4,200 National Guardsmen were needed to restore order in Chicago, where three African-
Americans, including a thirteen-year-old boy and a pregnant fourteen-year-old girl, were killed. Of the 
533 arrests, 155 were juveniles. Four African-Americans died in the Hough riots later that July, which 
required mobilization of the Ohio National Guard.   
 
But, as the Kerner Commission report would state, in its opening "Summary" (see below): 
 
 The summer of 1967 again brought racial disorders to American cities, and with them shock, fear, 
 and bewilderment to the Nation. 
  The worst came during a 2-week period in July, first in Newark and then in Detroit. Each 
 set off a chain reaction in neighboring communities. 
  On July 28, 1967, the President of the United States established this Commission and 
 directed us to answer three basic questions: 
   What happened? 
   Why did it happen? 
   What can be done to  
          prevent it from happening 
          again?  
 
In his remarks on the following day, July 29, 
1967, President Lyndon Johnson said: 
 
 The civil peace has been shattered in a 
 number of cities. The American people are 
 deeply  disturbed. They are baffled and 
 dismayed by the wholesale looting and 
 violence that has occurred both in small 
 towns and great metropolitan centers. 
  No society can tolerate massive 
 violence, any more than a body can tolerate massive disease. And we in America shall not tolerate 
 it. 
 
Seven months later, on February 29, 1968, the Commission released its report. Over the first nine months 
of 1967, eight of the more than 150 disorders identified were classified as major. Among the four criteria 
applied for this category were the use of National Guard or Federal forces and violence lasting more than 
two days. A complementary Senate committee study concluded that eighty-three persons had died in a 
total of twelve disturbances, but the two major riots in Newark and Detroit accounted for sixty-six deaths, 
or eighty percent of these fatalities. The Commission identified that property damage in the Newark and 

https://tinyurl.com/Kerner-1968-Report
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Detroit riots, at $10.2 million and $40-$45 million, respectively, had been most substantial. With these 
facts in hand, most of the following will focus on these two major disorders from July, 1967.  
 

Stokely Carmichael and Nashville: April 7-9, 1967 
 
But the prelude to the 1967 season of civil disorders and 
riots, though minor in scale (use of only local police, 
violence generally lasting less than one day), occurred in 
Nashville over the weekend of Friday-Sunday, April 7-9. 
In its report, the Commission included the Nashville 
disturbance among three that had involved attempts by the 
Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC) to 
organize students at historically-black colleges and 
universities. As described in an April, 2008, story 
(accessed July 20, 2020) published by the Nashville Post, 
Vanderbilt University's 1967 Impact Symposium would 
feature Dr. Martin Luther King, Senator Strom Thurmond, 
beat poet Allen Ginsberg, and Stokely Carmichael—
described by the Vanderbilt Hustler as the "militant 
chairman" of SNCC—for its program over April 7 and 8. 
While in Nashville, Carmichael did speak at historically- 
black Fisk and Tennessee A&I (now Tennessee State) 
universities. During the evening of April 8, following 
Carmichael's speech at Vanderbilt, the Commission report 

found that Fisk students, including some SNCC members, began picketing a black-operated restaurant 
near the Fisk campus. Riot police arrived, a crowd of spectators gathered, and a city bus was stopped and 
"attacked." Rocks and bottles were thrown, windows were broken, police officers fired shots into the air, 
and the crowd dispersed between midnight and 3 a.m. A similar pattern of events, possibly including 
some Molotov cocktails and looting, followed on Sunday night, but there were no further disturbances. 
 
An April 11, 1967, opinion piece by Frank Allen Philpot in the Vanderbilt Hustler made two compelling 
statements: 
 
 Stokely Carmichael no more started the 
 riots this weekend than Thomas Paine 
 started the American Revolution with his 
 political pamphlets. 
 
and, 
 
 Carmichael's speech at Vanderbilt was 
 reasoned and intelligent. He makes a 
 compelling case for his "black power" 
 program. He certainly helped those who 
 attended the symposium to better 
 understand the problems and frustrations 
 of the African-American community. 
  Having made that observation, 
 however, it is still possible to believe that 
 Carmichael is basically wrong. In the long term Dr. Martin Luther King—who looks like a 

https://www.nashvillepost.com/business/education/article/20400112/a-vanderbilt-guest-starts-a-riot
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 moderate next to the SNCC chairman—represents the best leadership hope for the African-
 American community.  
 

* * * 
 

But history would prevent the fulfillment of Mr. Philpot's long-range perspective of April 11, 1967, on 
national leadership in the African-American community. On the one hand, Dr. King's "Beyond Vietnam" 

speech had been delivered at Riverside Church in 
New York on April 4—one week before the 
Philpot opinion piece had appeared in the Hustler 
(http://tinyurl.com/1968-part-three page 16). On 
March 30, 2010, host Neal Conan of National 
Public Radio's Talk of the Nation program 
interviewed Mr. Tavis Smiley about his new 
documentary, MLK: A Call to Conscience. "The 
Story of King's 'Beyond Vietnam' Speech" 
(https://www.npr.org/templates/story/story. 
php?storyId=125355148 accessed July 17, 2020), 
describes the speech and some of its aftereffects: 
 
 Martin Luther King Jr.'s "Beyond Vietnam" 
 was a powerful and angry speech that raged 
 against the war. At the time, civil rights 
 leaders publicly condemned him for it. . . . 
    
In the interview with Mr. Conan, Mr. Smiley 

remarked: 
 
 After he [Dr. King] gives it [the speech], 168 major newspapers the next day denounce him. The 
 New York Times calls it wasteful and self-defeating. The Washington Post says he has done a 
 discredit to himself, to his people, to his country. 
 
A collection of twenty-one of these newspaper and magazine editorials can be viewed in a 2015 article, 
"MLK honored as an icon, but 48 years ago the media attacked him," posted by Prachi Gupta 
(http://animalnewyork.com/2015/mlk-honored-icon-48-years-ago-media-attacked/ accessed July 18, 
2020). 
 
Mr. Smiley continued: 
 
 LBJ [President Lyndon Johnson] disinvites him [King] to the White House. It basically ruined 
 their working relationship. 
 
And, tragically, on the second hand, the events of April 4, 1968, are known to us all. 
 

* * * 
 

Newark: July 12-17, 1967 
 

As the Kerner Commission found, the precipitating incident in Newark began at approximately 9:30 p.m. 
on Wednesday, July 12, 1967, during or after the traffic arrest of an African-American taxi driver named 

http://tinyurl.com/1968-part-three
https://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=125355148
https://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=125355148
http://animalnewyork.com/2015/mlk-honored-icon-48-years-ago-media-attacked/
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John Smith, in the heart of the central ward. The 
driver had been injured either during or following 
his arrest, and word spread quickly. A crowd 
began to gather in front of the Fourth Precinct 
Police Station, across the narrow street from a 
large public housing project—the Reverend 
William P. Hayes housing project. By 11:30 that 
evening, the size of the crowd had grown to 
between 300-500 people. One or two Molotov 
cocktails were thrown at the police station. Shortly 
after midnight, the police dispersed the crowd, but 
window-breaking and looting began a few minutes 
later. Within an hour, the peak level of violence 

for the first night of the 1967 Newark riots had been reached.  
 
On the second night, July 13, a confrontation between police from the Fourth Precinct station and a crowd 
was followed by window-breaking and looting in one of Newark's principal business districts, but this 
activity also had appeared to taper off. Instead, in the very early hours of Friday, July 14, more looting, 
fires, and even gunshots were reported from a widening area. Between 2-2:30 a.m., Mayor Hugh 
Addonizio requested that state police and National Guard troops be dispatched to the city. That afternoon, 
as police were pursuing looters in the same Springfield Avenue business district that had been targeted the 
night before, Mr. Isaac Harrison, an innocent seventy-three-year-old bystander, was mortally wounded by 
police gunfire. When he died that evening, he apparently became the first civilian fatality of the Newark 
riots. But before he died, a police detective was killed at approximately 5 p.m., apparently shot by a 
sniper. A ten-year-old boy, apparently shot by National Guard troops as his father's car quickly swerved 
around their roadblock, joined Mr. Harrison as a civilian fatality later that same Friday evening.  
On the evening of Saturday, July 15, at least three women—a grandmother, a mother of several children, 
and the mother of a two-year-old daughter—died as National Guard troops and state troopers directed 
"mass fire" at the Hayes housing project, across the street from the Fourth Precinct Police Station. At 11 
p.m. on the night of July 16, eleven-year-old Michael Pugh was shot, origin unknown, and killed as he 
took the garbage out for his mother.  
 
State police and National Guard troops were withdrawn by Monday afternoon, July 17. The moderate 
level of violence that had been experienced on the first night, July 12, had dissipated by 3 a.m. the next 
morning. But the major violence that spiked before midnight on July 13 was sustained for two full nights 
and the morning of July 15. Widespread fires, 
looting, enormous damage, and reported sniping 
were prominent during this approximately forty-
hour period.  
 
Twenty-three persons were killed, of whom 
twenty-one were African-American civilians. 
These included seventy-three-year-old Isaac 
Harrison, Mrs. Hattie Gainer—a grandmother—
and five other women, and eleven-year-old 
Michael Pugh and ten-year-old Eddie M. The two 
white men who died were a police detective and a 
fireman, both thought to have been killed by 
snipers. 
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Property damage came to $10,251,000, of which less than $2 million was due to damage to buildings and 
fixtures—eighty percent of the loss was in stock.  
 

* * * 
 

Detroit: July 23-27, 1967 
 

Again following the report of the Kerner 
Commission, the precipitating incident that led to 
the Detroit riots occurred just one week and a few 
hours after eleven-year-old Michael Pugh had 
been killed in Newark, while taking the garbage 
out for his mother. At about 3:45 a.m. on Sunday 
morning, July 23, 1967, Detroit police raided a 
"blind pig," a type of nightclub prevalent in the 
African-American area of the city that served 
drinks after hours. These private social clubs had 
their origins in prohibition days and were also 
often gambling spots. The United Community and 
Civic League at 12th Street and Clairmount had 

been raided twice before; the largest number of patrons arrested had been twenty-eight. But on this early 
Sunday morning, totally unanticipated by the police, there were eighty-two people in the club—attending 
a party for several servicemen, two of whom had recently returned from Vietnam. As the officers escorted 
the club patrons into police wagons over the next hour, a crowd of about 200 persons gathered. At about 5 
a.m., as the last police cars drove away from the scene of the arrests, the crowd began to throw rocks and 
bottles. The police commissioner and Mayor Jerome Cavanaugh were notified within half an hour. By 6 
a.m. there were more than 350 policemen committed to the 10th Precinct, but only forty-three were in the 
immediate area of the disturbance. And by that time, a crowd numbering in the thousands was already 
smashing windows and looting.  
 
By 7:50 a.m. an estimated 3,000 people were on 12th Street, vastly outnumbering the seventeen men of 
the police commando unit sent in to attempt the first sweep. At 8:25 a.m. the first flames of the riot 
billowed from a shoe store. The Commission report takes note of the observation that "the police failed to 
interfere with the looting," and that an "effort was made (by the media) to downplay the extent of the 
disorder," possibly in view of the large crowd of 50,000 spectators anticipated at Tiger Stadium that 
afternoon for the Yankees-Tigers game. But by 1 
p.m., four new fires were in progress and both 
police officers and firemen had become targets for 
rocks, bottles, and other objects being thrown by 
the crowd. By 3 p.m. looting was spreading from 
the 12th Street area. By late afternoon, one 
observer described the wanton spirit of rioting and 
destruction as young people "dancing amidst the 
flames." Within an hour of a Molotov cocktail's 
ignition of one corner business, the prevailing 
winds of 20-25 mph had spread the flames over 
the entire block. By 4:30 p.m. that Sunday, 
exhausted by heat and being pelted by bottles and 
rocks, the firemen abandoned an area of about 100 
square blocks on either side of 12th Street.  
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The Governor of Michigan at the time was George Romney, who had at one time been considered a 
leading contender for the 1968 Republican presidential nomination. As he later recalled flying over the 
city that Sunday evening, he remarked: 
 
 It looked like the city had been bombed on the west side and there was an area two-and-a-half 
 miles by three-and-a-half miles with major fires, with entire blocks in flames.  
 
By 4:20 p.m. Mayor Cavanaugh requested the National Guard be dispatched to the city, joining the state 
police units already present. Before midnight on Sunday, July 23, 1967—the first day of the Detroit 
riots—three civilians, all white, had died from gunshots or beatings. One died in an altercation with 
looters, one died while assisting a looter, and one died at the hands of a "milling throng." Several looters 
were shot overnight, and at least three more fatalities occurred before or during early morning, Monday, 
July 24. One was mistakenly shot by a National Guardsman, and two were killed by fallen power lines. 
By 2 a.m. that Monday morning, 800 State Police officers and 1,200 National Guard troops were already 
in Detroit, and 8,000 more Guardsmen were on the way. Still, in that same time frame, Governor Romney 
and Mayor Cavanaugh began discussions with US Attorney General Ramsey Clark on the possibility of 
having Federal troops deployed in Detroit. But by 7:15 p.m. that evening, although a task force of 
paratroopers (Task Force Detroit) had arrived at Selfridge Air Force Base near Detroit, it was decided that 
injection of Federal troops into the city would be premature. 
 
Nine more fatalities, with many more seriously or critically injured, resulted from gunfire in Detroit 
during the daylight hours of that Monday. As evening came, the upward trend of reported incidents, 
including several gunshot injuries to police officers, Guardsmen, and civilians, convinced Mr. Cyrus 
Vance, who had until very recently served as Deputy Secretary of Defense, and LtGen. John 
Throckmorton, commander of the task force, that Federal troops should be deployed. At 11:20 that 

Monday evening, President Johnson approved the request. But 
before paratroopers of the task force could move into the 
southeastern sector of the city—at that time, the most active riot 
area—as had been scheduled for 4 a.m. Tuesday morning, July 25, 
several more people were killed in heavy firing around midnight. 
These included a fifty-five-year-old African-American man named 
Julius Dorsey, working as a private guard at a market, who died 
when law enforcement personnel opened fire on looters at the 
market. Henry Denson was a passenger in a car which, for unknown 
reasons, failed to stop at a National Guard roadblock. He was shot 
and killed in the ensuing gunfire. John Leroy was a passenger in a 
car which was targeted by Guardsmen, apparently in error, on 
Lycaste Street, between Charlevoix and Goethe. The shooting began 
when one Guardsman was shot in the ankle; his fellow Guardsmen 
thought the shot had come from the station wagon that John Leroy 
was riding in, and Mr. Leroy was fatally wounded in the violent 
barrage that followed. Two-and-a-half blocks away, at the corner of 
Mack and St. Jean streets, firemen and law enforcement personnel 
came under fire from what they believed were rooftop snipers. When 
the response from police and Guardsmen—a hail of gunfire—was 

over, a young firefighter named Carl Smith lay dead. An autopsy revealed that the fatal shot had been 
fired from street level, not from a rooftop.   
 
According to the Kerner Commission report: 
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 Within hours after the arrival [at 4 a.m., 
 Tuesday, July 25, 1967] of the paratroops, 
 the area occupied by them [the 
 southeastern sector] was the quietest in the 
 city, bearing out General Throckmorton's 
 view that the key to quelling a disorder is 
 to saturate an area with "calm, determined, 
 and hardened professional soldiers." 
 Loaded weapons, he believes, are 
 unnecessary. Troopers had strict orders not 
 to fire unless they could see the specific 
 person at whom they were aiming. Mass 
 fire was forbidden. 
 
One particular incident emphasized the contrasting approaches that were employed by National Guard 
and US Army personnel in Detroit. Paratroopers arriving at Southeastern High School at 4 a.m. Tuesday 
discovered National Guard troops crouched behind the walls of the building in total darkness, claiming to 
be pinned down by sniper fire: 
 
 In the apartment house across the street, nearly every window had been shot out, and the walls 
 were pockmarked with bullet holes. The colonel [commanding the paratroopers] went into the 
 building and began talking to the residents, many of whom had spent the night huddled on the 
 floor. He reassured them no more shots would be fired. 
 

The Commission report added: 
 
 During five days in the city, 2,700 Army 
 troops expended only 201 rounds of 
 ammunition, almost all during the first few 
 hours, after which even stricter fire discipline 
 was enforced. (In contrast, New Jersey 
 National Guardsmen and state police 
 expended 13,326 rounds of ammunition in 
 three days in Newark.) 
 
One civilian was killed by an Army soldier over 
those five days, and no paratrooper was injured by 

gunfire. One National Guardsman, caught in a sudden crossfire at a roadblock, was killed during the riots. 
 
By late Tuesday, July 25, looting and firebombing had virtually ceased, but between 7 p.m. that evening 
and 11 p.m. on Wednesday, the 26th, there were over 1,200 reports of incidents, mostly reports of "sniper 
fire." Yet, of the twenty-seven persons charged with sniping, charges were dismissed in twenty-two of the 
cases at preliminary hearings. More than 7,000 persons, of whom nearly 3,000 were picked up on the 
second day, Monday, July 24, were arrested during the riots. As the Commission report added: 
 
 An uncounted number were people who had merely been unfortunate enough to be on the wrong 
 street at the wrong time. 
 
Forty-three persons were killed during the Detroit riots. Thirty-three of the fatalities were African-
Americans, and ten, including two of the looters, were white persons. The Commission report identifies 
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seventeen "looters" and fifteen "citizens" as 
fatalities—all of whom apparently died as the 
result of gunshot wounds. One National 
Guardsman, one firefighter, and one private guard 
also died from gunfire. Although criminal 
homicide was suspected in some cases (the report 
was released in February, 1968), most of these 
(the fifteen "citizens" and the three military, 
public safety, and private security personnel) 
deaths from gunfire appeared to have been 
"accidental." Two persons, including a second 
firefighter, died from contact with fallen power 
lines, and two more persons died in fires. One 
white man was beaten to death by a rioter, and one police officer was killed in the accidental discharge of 
a shotgun. Of the forty-three deaths, police officers and National Guardsmen were responsible for at least 
twenty-seven (63 percent), and very likely, thirty (70 percent) fatalities, and Army paratroopers were 
responsible for one death. Store owners and a private guard killed three persons, and rioters killed two or 
three persons. A white man was suspected of murdering an African-American youth. Four deaths (by 
contact with power lines or in fires) were "accidental." 
 
According to the State Insurance Bureau, insurance payments for property damage were expected to total 
about $32 million, covering 65-75 percent of the total property loss. On that basis, total property loss was 
estimated at between $43 million and $49 million. 
 

By Thursday, July 27, 1967, most riot activity had ended, and on 
Saturday, July 29, the Army paratroopers left Detroit. On Tuesday, 
August 1, the curfew was lifted, and the National Guard left the 
city as well. 
 

* * * 
 

President Johnson's Response: July 27, 1967 
 

That Thursday night—July 27, 1967, at 10:30 p.m.—President 
Lyndon Johnson spoke to the nation from his office in the White 
House. His remarks were broadcast live, on television and radio. 
Included in his speech was the appointment of  a "special Advisory 
Commission on Civil Disorders," an eleven-member panel chaired 
by Democratic Governor Otto Kerner of Illinois, with Republican 
Mayor John Lindsay of New York City serving as Vice Chairman. 
From its beginning, 
 
 We have endured a week such as no nation should live 

 through: a time of violence and tragedy. . . . 
 
through its conclusion, 
 
 Let us then act in the Congress, in the city halls, and in every community, so that this great land of 
 ours may truly be "one nation under God—with liberty and justice for all,"  
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the original television news broadcast of the 
President's 17½-minute address can be viewed 
here (https://tinyurl.com/LBJ-address-07271967 
accessed July 18, 2020). The official transcript 
can be read here: (https://tinyurl.com/LBJ-
transcript-07271967 accessed July 18, 2020). 
 

The Kerner Commission: July 28, 1967–
February 29, 1968 

 
The Report of The National Advisory 
Commission on Civil Disorders—Governor Otto 
Kerner, Chair, and Mayor John Lindsay, Vice 
Chair—was released on Thursday, February 29, 1968. The Commission, which included two 
distinguished African-American men, Republican Senator Edward Brooke of Massachusetts and Mr. Roy 
Wilkins, Executive Director of the NAACP, had completed its work in seven months. The 265-page main 
body of the printed report includes a Summary, three parts titled, "What Happened?," "Why Did It 
Happen?," and "What Can Be Done?," a concluding chapter, "Recommendations For National Action," 
and the Conclusion. Essentially all of the details presented here on pages 2-8 (Nashville disorder and 
Newark and Detroit riots) come from Chapter I, "Profiles Of Disorder." Following the main body of the 
report is a fourth part, "Supplement and Appendices." 

 
The Report's Summary included the grim 
statement: 
 
 This is our basic conclusion: Our Nation is 
 moving toward two societies, one black, 
 one white—separate and unequal. 
 
The contents of Chapter XVII, "Recommendations 
for National Action" (see page 10), released on the 
last day of February, 1968, focused on four 
problem areas: Employment, Education, The 
Welfare System, and Housing. Here are listed 
only two of the several specific recommendations 
for each problem area: 
 

 Employment 
  Create 1 million new jobs in the public sector in 3 years 
  Create 1 million new jobs in the private sector in 3 years 
 
 Education 
  Providing quality education in ghetto schools 
  Expanding opportunities for higher and vocational education 
 
 The Welfare System 
  Overhauling the present system 
   Extension of AFDC-UP (Aid to Families with Dependent Children-Unemployed  
      Parents) 
   Removal of freeze on recipients 

https://tinyurl.com/LBJ-address-07271967
https://tinyurl.com/LBJ-transcript-07271967
https://tinyurl.com/LBJ-transcript-07271967
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  Toward a national system of income  
     supplementation 
 
 Housing 
  Provisions of 600,000 low- and  
     moderate-income housing units next 
     year and 6 million units over the  
     next 5 years 
  Enactment of a national,   
     comprehensive and enforceable  
     open-occupancy law 
 
A brief section of the Introduction to this 
concluding chapter was titled, "Financing the 
Cost." No estimate of the price tag for 
implementing the recommendations was given. 
 
   * * * 
  


