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History, and "Time Past" 
 
Early in 2017, I had contacted thirty former students and alumni who had attended Vanderbilt University 
with the classes that received their degrees over 1962-1973. I had asked them to address some aspect of 
Vanderbilt and the Vietnam War years that impacted either their time as students and/or their lives after 
Vanderbilt. One response, from a member of the Class of 1966, was of special interest: 
 
 Also, you asked about memories of the Vietnam war during our years at VU [Vanderbilt]. Mine 
 are that I don't have any! We lived in such a protected bubble that most of us missed the 
 beginnings of the intensified war, as well as the struggle in the South for integration and basic 
 human rights. I'm frankly ashamed that I wasn't involved. I don't even remember discussions on 
 these subjects either among students or in the classroom. It was only when someone I knew well 
 and cared for . . . went over there [Vietnam], that I knew of the horrors. The two assassinations in 
 1968 [Dr. Martin Luther King and Senator Robert F. Kennedy] also woke me up. It was truly a 
 simpler age, not a better one. 
 

* * * 
 
On the subject of history, the 1962 World Book Encyclopedia makes the following statement: 
 
 History means a record of man's past. . . . Events of the past take on different shape when they are 
 viewed in the light of current happenings and affairs.  
 

* * * 
 

George Orwell's final work—1984, published in June, 1949, seven months before the author's death—was 
referred to as "one of the most significant novels of the 20th century" in a 2009 article published by 
Robert McCrum in The Guardian. The protagonist is Winston Smith, a member of the Outer Party who 
works in the Records Department for the Ministry of Truth. In the 1956 film version, "freely adapted from 
the novel," Winston is stopped by the authorities for being in the "People's Area," at night—four hours 
after leaving work. When Winston (WS) reports to Thought Administration as ordered, "tomorrow 
morning at 800 hours," he is questioned by O'Connor (OC; O'Brien in the novel), his supervisor and a 
minister of the Inner Party: 
 
  OC:  What do you do, Smith? 
  WS: I revise history. 
  OC: That's an unfortunate way of  
   putting it. What you actually do is 
   to rectify speeches and wrongly-
   reported incidents, isn't it? 
  WS: Yes. 
  OC: Shows how great the need is for 
   establishing Newspeak as the 
   official language, as soon as  
   possible. When the new dictionary 
   is issued, there will be less danger 
   of calling things by their wrong 
   names. 
 

* * * 
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Poet, literary critic, dramatist—T.S. Eliot (1888-1965) was born in America and received both his 
undergraduate and master's degrees at Harvard University. Eliot studied at the Sorbonne in Paris, at 
Merton College, Oxford University, and in Germany; he was baptized into the Anglican Church and 
naturalized as a British subject in 1927, five years after publication of his major influential poetic work, 
The Waste Land, considered both an expression of postwar (World War I) disillusionment and the 
beginning of the author's search for religious faith. Described as one of the most influential poets of his 
time, he was awarded the Nobel Prize in Literature in 1948, for his work in modern poetry. His major 
poetic achievement during the 1930s was "Burnt Norton" (1935), initially considered as an independent 
work, but becoming during the Second World War the first of four comparable works published together 
as the Four Quartets (New York: Harcourt, Brace and Co., 1943). 
 
The first of "Burnt Norton's" five stanzas opens with these 
ten memorable lines: 
 
 Time present and time past  
 Are both perhaps present in time future,  
 And time future contained in time past.  
 If all time is eternally present  
 All time is unredeemable.    05 
 What might have been is an abstraction  
 Remaining a perpetual possibility  
 Only in a world of speculation.  
 What might have been and what has been  
 Point to one end, which is always present. 10  
 
In 1963, Canadian literary critic Northrup Frye (1912-1991) 
published "an elementary handbook" of critical analysis of 
Eliot's works. Of "Burnt Norton" (which can be read in full 
by following the link; https://tinyurl.com/Burnt-Norton ), 
Frye wrote (all citations refer to the lines given above): 
 
 We begin . . . with the horizontal line of time. The most natural intellectual way of unifying time is 
 through complete fatalism [the doctrine that events are fixed in advance for all time, and that 
 human beings are powerless to change them]. A foreordained future has in a sense already 
 happened, so the present moment is real in the sense that it is the same as every other moment. 
 The opening of "Burnt Norton," . . . tells us that "perhaps" [line 2] all time is chronos or clock-
 tick, in which everything will disappear and be "unredeemable" [line 5]. In this grim philosophy 
 there is no place for a "might have been," [line 6] for nothing could have happened except what 
 did happen. 
 

* * * 
 

Now taken prisoner and brought to the Ministry of Love, Winston Smith has already undergone 
"preliminaries" in the ultimate process of torture and brainwashing. On continued interrogation, O'Connor 
strongly contradicts Winston's memory—that of "a photograph of the traitors, Jones and Rutherford": 
 
  OC: I do not remember it. There is a party directive dealing with the control of the past. Repeat 
   it to me. 
  WS: Who controls the past, controls the future. Who controls the present, controls the past. 
  OC: And where do you suppose this past exists? 

https://tinyurl.com/Burnt-Norton


3 
 

  WS: In records . . . 
  OC:  The party controls all records. 
  WS: and human memories . . . 
  OC:  The party controls all human memories. 
  WS:  How can you control the memory? You haven't controlled mine. 
  OC: On the contrary . . . you haven't controlled it. That is why you're here. 
 

* * * 
 

Theodore White and Los Angeles: August 11-17, 1965 
 
Harvard-educated correspondent-author Theodore H. White (1915-1986) had covered East Asia for Time 
magazine during the Second World War. During the early years of the Cold War he lived in Europe, 
working as a correspondent. In 1960, several years after returning to the US, he took on his most famous 
book project—The Making of the President 1960, which received the Pulitzer Prize for General 
Nonfiction in 1962. The 1968 presidential campaign led to his third "Making of the President" volume, 
published in 1969. In his "reporter's book of a campaign," Theodore White described the two halves that 
together, in his analysis, made up the issues of that 1968 campaign. One half was the Vietnam War. 
 
As he later wrote, the author-correspondent had had lunch in the Los Angeles area on Thursday, August 
12, 1965, not realizing that a forty-minute episode—one that had occurred in the Watts district of Los 
Angeles the previous evening—had "set the flare that lit up the other half" of the issues for the 1968 
presidential campaign. That half would be the state of race relations—racial polarity and/or racial 
cleavage—that divided the people of the United States in 1968. In White's words: 
 
 The Watts riots of 1965 were to initiate a sequence of blood and disorder, spread by television, 
 that would dominate the politics of 1968 three years later . . .   
 
The following excerpts are taken verbatim from Theodore White's analysis, as published in The Making of 
the President 1968 (1969. First Harper Perennial Political Classics Edition, New York: HarperCollins, 
2010), Chapter 1, "Tet!—The Shadow on the Walls." Many of the details given in the following are 
corroborated in the document, Violence in the City--An End or a Beginning? A Report by the Governor's 
Commission on the Los Angeles Riots, which was published by the State of California on December 2, 
1965 (https://tinyurl.com/Watts-Report-1965).  
 
 At seven in the evening [Wednesday, August 11, 1965], white motorcycle policeman Lee W. 
 Minikus was told . . . of a drunken driver up ahead. . . . The driver turned out to be a twenty-one-
 year-old . . . [African-American; all similar 
 original textual references quoted from 
 documents from the 1965-1968 time 
 frame, as used in the present story, have 
 been changed to "African-American," 
 where appropriate, and are used without 
 brackets, etc.] indeed drunk, with his 
 twenty-two-year-old brother . . . As the 
 crowd's temper rose they began to yell . . . 
 and the police  arrested a young woman . . . 
 when they took her off to jail, too, at  
 7:40 . . . the entire episode had lasted no 
 more than forty minutes. . . . 

https://tinyurl.com/Watts-Report-1965
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 By one A.M. a police command post in the area had apparently contained and dispersed the 
 violence. . . . 

 
 By Thursday evening [August 12, 1965] the 
 story of violence was authentic enough for all. 
 Looting broke out in Watts by Thursday 
 afternoon; that evening a thin perimeter of 
 police found itself unable to contain the few 
 initial blocks of violence. By Friday, like a 
 cancer in metastasis, rioting, burning, sniping 
 had spread to dozens of pockets miles apart in 
 the huge African-American community of 
 Southeast Los Angeles. By Friday evening 
 [August 13, 1965], as the National Guard 
 rushed to the scene, the first killing had taken 
 place . . . From then, the riot built to its 

 ultimate savagery, until 13,900 National Guardsmen, 934 police, 719 deputy sheriffs were needed 
 to restore order.  
  For the first time that sickening drama of the streets, of which America was to have so 
 many re-enactments in the following summers, was being played to its full and violent climax—
 death, ruin, bloodshed, 34 killed, 1,032 injured, almost 4,000 arrested, almost $40 million worth of 
 property destroyed. There was to be more and more of this, even worse, for the next three years, as 
 the issue of black against white, black violence against white structure, became the nightmare 
 haunting every large city in the nation. 
 
The following excerpts from The Making of the President 1968 are broken into sections to facilitate 
reading: 
 
 All of one's first observations were tragic; all raised questions; and none had any answers, 
 or has answers even to this day [published in 1969]. 
 
 § There was, first, the sense of political absence. It was not simply that the Governor of 
 California, Edmund G. Brown, was in Greece on vacation, or that the mayor of Los Angeles  
 [Democrat Sam Yorty] found it necessary to be in San Francisco on Friday, when his city was in 
 peril. It was simply that no policy governed the state's approach to confrontation [Democrat 
 Edmund G. "Pat" Brown had defeated Republican Richard Nixon ("You won't have Nixon to kick 
 around any more, because, gentlemen, this is my last press conference," the future 
 President had said to the press on the 
 morning after that defeat) in the 1962 
 California gubernatorial election. Brown 
 was defeated by Ronald Reagan in  
 1966]. . . . 
 
 By the time, at one o'clock on the morning 
 of Saturday [August 14, 1965], the 
 instruments of defense had begun their 
 first sweep of the area, the civil peace had 
 completely broken down and violence 
 could be quenched only with greater 
 violence.  
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  How quickly should troops be sent to riot areas? Who should give the orders to fire? How 
 fast should response come? At what level? 
 
 § There was, next, the presence of television. One of the Los Angeles stations . . .  performed a 
 technical near-miracle from its flying helicopter. All Angelenos, black or white, could look . . . in 
 their television sets and, from a few hundred feet up, through Channel 5's eyes, see looters carting 
 off sofas, furniture, television sets, appliances, groceries as if in a barbarian carnival. The band of 
 Los Angeles radio stations filled the air with reports, wild, unchecked, erroneous . . . Together 
 they spread through black and white communities panic, hate, glee, rage, greed and lust for 
 looting or shooting. 
  What should be the role of television and radio in a riot situation? When does reporting go 
 beyond reporting and become a disturbance factor in itself? Can electronic reporting be curbed in 
 the higher interest of domestic tranquility? Should it be? 
 
 § Another observation was provoked by my memory of several of the elected African-American 
 Assemblymen and City Councilmen of Los Angeles, knotted together, uneasily talking with one 
 another outside Los Angeles City Hall. They did not dare penetrate the riot area itself; their 
 authority among their own community had run out at the first outbreak of fire; and no one, black 

 or white, had any bridge to the barbarians of 
 the street who had usurped their role of 
 leadership. . . . 
  But in crisis the fragile leadership of 
 such men evaporates. It evaporates before an 
 indefinable surge of black rage, a rage that 
 unites, then terrorizes, all. No more than a 
 handful of hoodlums stimulated the riots that 
 engulfed the 650,000 African-Americans of 
 Los Angeles; among the 3,438 adults arrested 
 in the riots, 1,042 had "major" criminal 
 records; among the 514 juveniles arrested, 
 212 had "minor" criminal records, 43 had 
 "major" criminal records. This small handful 

 of barbarians had dominated for four nights the emotions and the streets of a black community of 
 650,000 people . . . 
  No investigating commission found any evidence of conspiracy, planning or organization 
 in the Watts riots. No real rationale for the riots was found except rage—blind, primitive, 
 generations-deep rage, reasonless, subduable only by force from the outside. Of this hidden rage, 
 and the conditions that generated it, the white community in one of the most tolerant cities of 
 America had been completely unaware and, in crisis, completely unable to cope with it. The 
 established black political and community leaders had proven equally incapable of coping with 
 this rage-in-crisis. But in the next three years an entirely new cast of African-American leaders  
 was to appear, eager to whet the rage to a fine edge, ambitious to make of this old rage a new 
 power base to divide America.  
 
 § The last of my [the author, Theodore White] observations was to come more slowly. In Los 
 Angeles, as in other advanced communities of America, the term "integration" had been for all 
 men of conscience not only gospel, but a code-word covering all the practical proposals to bring 
 harmony among our races; it was the name of the new partnership to bring our communities 
 together. From the day of the Watts riots on, the term "integration" lost its force in politics, its 
 savor to good people; and I was never to hear it used seriously again, in Los Angeles or anywhere 
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 else. Twenty years of American goodwill had sanctified the phrase; three nights of burning and 
 bloodshed had stripped it of luster. 
  For the next three years [1965-1968] Americans, black and white, would search for new 
 terms of partnership under a whole new variety of phrases like "Black Power," "Black 
 Capitalism," "Community Action." But underlying all such phrases, from Watts on, was the new 
 recognition of rage, of hate, of fear, of barbarisms that might tear America itself apart. Under all 
 the rhetoric of the campaign of 1968 lay this somber recognition, and it had begun in Watts. 
 
 It is impossible to understand any of the domestic politics of the United States, at a Presidential, a 
 municipal, or a neighborhood level, without understanding how deeply, beneath surface 
 euphemisms, goes the cleavage of race. There is an experiment commonly demonstrated to 
 youngsters in their first introduction to science. The teacher usually takes a piece of paper and 
 scatters iron filings over it. The iron filings lie helter-skelter, with no recognizable pattern on the 
 surface. Then the teacher thrusts a magnet under the paper—and the iron filings instantly arrange 
 themselves about the two poles, guided into place by the invisible lines of magnetic force. 
 American politics at home had, for years, been similarly guided by the hidden polarity of races. 
 But from 1965 to 1968 they were to become inescapably visible. 
 
The statements that appear on pages 3-6 were excerpted from 
Theodore White's The Making of the President 1968, published in 
1969. White also cited the report of the Governor's Commission 
(headed by former Director of US Central Intelligence, John A. 
McCone) on the Los Angeles Riots (see page 3). Referring to the 
report as "the best full-scale story of the Watts riots," the author 
quoted from the report's opening section, "The Crisis — an 
Overview:" 
 
 As a Commission we are seriously concerned that the 
 existing breach, if allowed to persist, could in time split our 
 society irretrievably. So serious and so explosive is the 
 situation that, unless it is checked, the August riots may 
 seem by comparison to be only a curtain-raiser for what 
 could blow up one day in the future. 
 

* * * 
 

The 1965 California Governor's Commission report pointed out 
that African-American communities in seven eastern cities had been struck by riots over a six-week 
period in July and August, 1964. Fatalities had been reported in New York City and in Rochester, New 
York. As the report stated in its "Overview": 
 
 These riots were each a symptom of a sickness in the center of our cities. In almost every major 
 city, African-Americans pressing ever more densely into the central city and occupying areas from 
 which Caucasians have moved in their flight to the suburbs have developed an isolated existence 
 with a feeling of separation from the community as a whole. Many have moved to the city only in 
 the last generation and are totally unprepared to meet the conditions of modern city life. At the 
 core of the cities where they cluster, law and order have only tenuous hold; the conditions of life 
 itself are often marginal; idleness leads to despair and finally, mass violence supplies a momentary 
 relief from the malaise. 
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* * * 
 

Jonathan Daniels and Hayneville, Alabama: August 20, 1965 
 

"The rioting in Los Angeles in the late, hot summer of 1965 took six days [August 11-17] to run its full 
grievous course," added the Governor's Commission report. On Friday, August 20, 1965, a young white 
divinity school student from Cambridge, Massachusetts—Jonathan Daniels—was in Hayneville, 
Alabama, where he and a Catholic priest were accompanying two African-American teenagers to a store 
(see https://tinyurl.com/Jonathan-Daniels-1965 and http://tinyurl.com/1968-part-three pages 14-15). As a 
cadet at Virginia Military Institute (VMI), Jonathan Daniels had been the valedictorian for the Class of 
1961. In his Valedictory Address at VMI that spring, then-Cadet Daniels had remarked: 
 
 We are disturbed by a question which cannot be answered. When IS the man—a man? 
 
Following graduate studies at Harvard as a prestigious 
Danforth Graduate Fellow, Jonathan had responded to a 
calling for the ministry, and he had begun studies at 
Episcopal Divinity School in Cambridge. In the 
aftermath of the violence met during the first attempted 
Selma-to-Montgomery civil rights march earlier in 1965, 
Jonathan had heard Dr. Martin Luther King's call for 
clergy to come to Alabama. Three days after the curfew 
in parts of Los Angeles had been lifted, on that hot 
August afternoon in 1965, a part-time deputy sheriff in 
Hayneville, Alabama, confronted Jonathan Daniels and 
his three friends. When the deputy aimed his shotgun at 
one teenager, Jonathan pushed her to the ground but was 
himself killed instantly by the shotgun blast. VMI 
established the Jonathan M. Daniels '61 
Humanitarian Award in 1997. One of only four named 
archways in the VMI Barracks is also dedicated to the 
memory of Jonathan Daniels.  
 

* * * 
 

Brownsville and Haywood County, Tennessee: Voting and Schools, 1956-1966 
 

Driving due east from Southern California today on Interstate 40, the small Southern community of 
Brownsville, Tennessee—sixty miles northeast of Memphis—is almost 1,700 miles away. Records from 
the US census (copies available on request), including every decennial report from 1910 through 1980, 
identify two of Tennessee's ninety-five counties as having had African-American majorities—these were 
Haywood (Brownsville is the county seat) and neighboring Fayette counties. Census records for 1960 and 
1970 show that the African-American population of Haywood County was 61.3% and 54.7% of the total 
population, respectively. An interesting aside to this analysis is that the total county population decrease 
from 23,393 to 19,596, over the decade of the 1960s, can be almost quantitatively accounted for (over 
95%) by the decrease in the county-wide African-American population (from 14,340 to 10,719) over that 
decade. Still, in 1970, the percentage of African-American citizens in Haywood County held at almost 
55%—a clear majority.  
 

https://tinyurl.com/Jonathan-Daniels-1965
http://tinyurl.com/1968-part-three
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Yet, as even more clearly shown in voter registration records (Hanes Walton Jr., Sherman C. Puckett, and 
Donald R. Deskins Jr., The African-American Electorate: A Statistical History, Vol. 2, pp. 514-517, 
Thousand Oaks, CA: CQ Press, 2012) for Haywood County from 1956 and from 1958-1959, there were 
no African-Americans registered to vote. And, in the early days of the administration of President John F. 
Kennedy, following actions taken in the latter days of the Eisenhower administration, Haywood County 
had gotten the attention of then-US Attorney General Robert F. Kennedy and the Department of Justice. 
On January 24, 1963—while ten-year-olds Richard Carlton and Al Claiborne were attending Mrs. 
Elizabeth Hathcock's fifth-grade class at the all-white Anderson Grammar School in Brownsville, 
Attorney General Robert Kennedy submitted an official press release (https://tinyurl.com/RFK-Haywood-
1963 accessed July 26, 2020) to President Kennedy's office. Under the title, "A Report on the Progress in 
the Field of Civil Rights," it addressed civil rights problems in Voting, Transportation, Schools, 
Employment, and Other Areas. Of these, "The most significant civil rights problem is voting" (see page 3 
of the press release): 
 
 A vivid example is provided by Haywood and Fayette counties, Tennessee, where 
 intimidation actions were filed in the previous [Eisenhower] administration and successfully 
 concluded in this administration. Last summer [1962], we secured assurances, by consent decrees, 
 against economic intimidation. Between late 1960, when the cases were filed, and the present, the 
 number of Negroes registered has increased from none to more than 2,000 in Haywood County 
 and from 58 to more than 3,000 in Fayette County.  
 
The report went on to state that segregation in interstate transportation (Brownsville had both bus and rail 
stations) had "ceased to exist" in 1962. But this was far from the case for the public schools in 
Brownsville and Haywood County in 1962 and 1963. A court decision issued by Chief Judge Bailey 
Brown (https://tinyurl.com/Brown-Haywood-1967 accessed July 26, 2020), US District Court, Western 
District of Tennessee, in August of 1967 gave a snapshot of the operation of public schools in 
Brownsville and Haywood County, Tennessee, over the years prior to enactment of the Civil Rights Act 
of 1964. There were two boards of education, Haywood County and Brownsville City, and Brownsville 
City only operated two schools—Anderson Grammar (grades 4-8; beginning in 1961) and Haywood 
Elementary (grades 1-3; opened in 1961). Pupils living outside the city limits were allowed to attend these 
schools. There were only two high schools, both located within the city and operated by Haywood 
County. In the 1966-1967 school year Haywood County had also operated some twenty-four elementary 
schools (grades 1-8), all of which were located in the county. Eight of these were for white pupils, and 
sixteen for African-American pupils. The two school systems accommodated about 4,000 African-
American and 2,000 white students. 
 
Prior to the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the 1965-1966 school year, all public schools in Brownsville and 
Haywood County had been completely segregated with respect to students and teachers. Another 
inherently unequal fact of life, before the fall of 1965, was that while white elementary pupils living in the 
City attended Haywood Elementary and Anderson Grammar, all African-American elementary pupils 
attended County schools.  
 
Following enactment of the Civil Rights Act in 1964, the Haywood County and Brownsville City systems 
both adopted freedom of choice plans for school desegregation. In principle, any student—African-
American or white, living inside or outside the city limits—was entitled to choose to attend any City or  
County school. Furthermore, as the numbers of County elementary schools were being reduced, more 
elementary students would be likely to attend schools in or adjoining the city limits. But, over the 1965-
1966 through 1967-1968 school years, only about 1.8-2 percent of the African-American students, at all 
levels, chose to attend Haywood Elementary, Anderson Grammar, or Haywood High (HHS) schools. No 

https://tinyurl.com/RFK-Haywood-1963
https://tinyurl.com/RFK-Haywood-1963
https://tinyurl.com/Brown-Haywood-1967
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white students enrolled in any schools that were historically African-American, and the faculties of the 
respective schools remained segregated through the 1966-1967 school year. 
 
Forty-one African-American students were enrolled at HHS in that first year of court-supervised 
desegregation, but only four of these students were among the 160 students in the Class of 1966. One of 
the four African-American students in that HHS Class of 1966 was Ms. Francine Giles, who would later 
go on to receive her PhD from Ohio State University and ultimately spent twenty-two years on the faculty 
of Winston-Salem State University, before retiring in 2016. On June 12, 2018, I had the honor of meeting 
with Dr. Francine Giles Madrey for about three hours, here in Winston-Salem.  

 
The Imperial Wizard and Brownsville: August 14, 1965 

 
Friday, August 13, 1965, was the worst night of the Los Angeles riots. As stated in the Commission 
report:  
 
 The riot moved out of the Watts area and burning and looting spread over wide areas of Southeast 
 Los Angeles several miles apart. 
 
On August 13, 1965, the historically all-white Haywood High School (HHS) was set to begin the new 
school year—the first day of classes, Tuesday, August 31, was less than three weeks away. But as George 
Parks, a member of the HHS Class of 1966, would write years later  
(https://tinyurl.com/Parks-HHS-1966 ): 

 
 In one historically unique way, however . . . 
 the Class of 1966 was different. The HHS 
 Class of 1966 was the first racially integrated 
 class to ever graduate from HHS [there were 
 four African-American students among the 
 graduating class of 160]. . . . 
  It was a different world in Brownsville 
 in 1966. There was much anger in the white 
 community because the only life they had 
 known was being challenged, and there was 
 much fear in the black community because 
 they knew the danger associated with being 
 on the front line of change. 
 
Compounding this anxiety, and underscoring the 

"two societies, one black, one white, separate and unequal," that existed in Brownsville that August of 
1965, was this front-page story published by the weekly Brownsville (TN) States-Graphic on Friday, 
August 20 (the day that Jonathan Daniels was shot to death, see page 7): 
 
 Core And Klan Share Stage As Trouble Free Saturday Passes 
 
 At 1:30 o'clock [Saturday, August 14, the day after the worst night of rioting in Los Angeles] a 
 parade by some 200 civil rights marchers [led by the Rev. James Edward Smith, a field secretary 
 with the Congress of Racial Equality (CORE)] was followed by a parade of about 30 visiting Ku 
 Klux Klan members later in the afternoon. . . . 
 
 

https://tinyurl.com/Parks-HHS-1966
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  At 7:30 that evening, Imperial Wizard, 
 Robert Shelton, held a crowd of 1500 spellbound 
 for two hours as he pointed out the grasp that 
 communism has on our nation, . . . He was 
 enthusiastically received . . . 
  Not the slightest incident of any kind 
 marred the proceedings. 
 
Editor Owen Burgess added, in his weekly "Local News 
Briefs" column: 
 
 We attended the activities of the day here last 
 Saturday, the first we had witnessed. Frankly, we 
 can't say too much for either exhibition. From all 
 accounts, the Imperial Wizard of the Klan made 
 an excellent talk that lasted two hours and the 
 crowd was termed the largest since Senator Bilbo 
 [the three-term Mississippi Democrat (1935-1947) 
 was an outspoken segregationist] spoke here many 
 years ago. 
 

* * * 
 

 
 
 
  


