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December 19, 2019 

 

To Friends of Norman Lane, 

 

Fifteen or so years ago, I bought a new DVD to add to our collection of Christmas videos. This one was 

titled, The Best of Andy Williams Christmas Shows, which was a compilation of songs performed by the 

artist from several of his seasonal television programs, which were very popular over most of the 1960s 

and into the early 1970s. Williams' first Christmas album had been released in 1963, with the second—

titled Merry Christmas—following in 1965. At least one review considers those two early records to have 

been the best of all of Williams' Christmas offerings. One song in particular, from the Merry Christmas 

album, appears—as performed by Williams—in one of his Christmas programs. That segment was also 

selected for the 2001 DVD compilation. No date is given, but it could have originally appeared on his 

1965 Christmas show.    
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"Some children see him." Left, The Christmas card used by 1stLt. Norman Lane, writing from Vietnam, Christmas, 

1967. The cover design, titled "Maternité," was contributed by Vietnamese painter Vu Cao Dam as a benefit for 

UNICEF. Right, Andy Williams sings "Some Children See Him," for one—most likely, Christmas, 1965—of his 

televised Christmas programs. Please click on the link to watch the video (minutes 00:10-3:30).   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ifgnXSB4M60
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The song is titled, "Some Children See Him," and it is credited to a collaboration between composer 

Alfred Burt (1920-1954) and a longtime family friend, Wihla Hutson. Burt's father, so the anecdotal 

account goes, had begun a family tradition of composing a carol—sometimes with original lyrics—to 

send to friends as a Christmas card. During the Second World War, the younger Burt began helping his 

father, by composing the music to accompany the lyrics for the annual Christmas card carol. By 1948, 

following the death of his father, Alfred Burt and his wife Anne had decided to continue the Christmas 

card tradition. But in the fall of 1949, with Anne expecting her first child, the Burts asked their longtime 

friend Wihla Hutson whether she could develop the lyrics for the new carol and card, based on a concept 

they had discussed together. Full of anticipation for the coming of her first child in only a few short 

months, Anne had suggested that Wihla might write a new lullaby. Instead, as the story goes, Wihla was 

inspired by another part of her conversation with Anne that same night. She impulsively interrupted her 

work on the new lullaby and wrote the lyrics to the Christmas carol that would come to be known as, 

"Some Children See Him." The thought expressed in the text is said to have come from one moment in 

her conversation with Anne Burt, in which they had considered the "purity of the way children embrace 

the baby Jesus, seeing him as being just like them." 

 

Sixteen years later, Andy Williams' Merry Christmas album, including his arrangement of "Some 

Children See Him," was released—the date was Monday, October 18, 1965. While it cannot be 

documented, it seems most likely that the artist chose this new song for his televised 1965 Christmas 

program—and the video that appears in the compilation, still today. 

 

The first stanza of the Burt-Hutson carol is this: 

 

 Some children see him 

 Lily white 

 The baby Jesus 

 Born this night 

 Some children see him 

 Lily white 

 With tresses soft 

 And fair. 

 

The third stanza offers: 

 

 Some children see him 

 Almond-eyed 

 This Savior whom 

 We kneel beside 

 Some children see him 

 Almond-eyed 

 With skin 

 Of yellow hue. 

 

On October 18, 1965—the date that "Some Children See Him" appeared on Andy Williams' newly-

released Christmas album, the men and machines of the 1st Cavalry Division (Airmobile) had been in 

Vietnam for one month. President Lyndon Johnson had announced their deployment on July 28, and the 

men of LtCol. Hal Moore's 1st Battalion, 7th Cavalry had left the port of Charleston, South Carolina, on  
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August 16. Their month-long voyage aboard the transport ship USNS Maurice Rose had ended at the port 

of Qui Nhon, Binh Dinh Province, South Vietnam. 

 

One month after the release of Andy Williams' 1965 Christmas album, over Sunday-Wednesday, 

November 14-17, 234 of those men would die in the Battle of the Ia Drang Valley, at two LZs named X-

Ray and Albany. One of those men was thirty-eight-year old Platoon Sergeant William A. "Pappy" 

Ferrell, Alpha Company, 2/7 Cavalry, from Stanton, Haywood County, Tennessee. 

 

The final stanzas of Alfred Burt's best-loved Christmas carol follow: 

 

 The children     

 In each diff'rent place 

 Will see 

 The baby Jesus' face 

 Like theirs 

 But bright 

 With heav'nly grace 

 And filled 

 With holy light.  

 

 

Platoon Sergeant William A. Ferrell and the 1st Cavalry Division in Vietnam—the early days. Left, Tuesday, 

September 14, 1965. Combat troops of the 1st Cav head for Blue Beach at Qui Nhon after off-loading from the 

aircraft carrier USS Boxer. A 1st Cav CH-47 Chinook is clearly visible on the carrier deck. Right, PSGT William 

A. "Pappy" Ferrell, from Stanton, Haywood County, Tennessee, appears (second from left) in this undated photo 

from Vietnam. The man on the left could be a Vietnamese scout or interpreter, but neither he nor the other two 1st 

Cav soldiers are identified.  

 O lay aside 

 Each earthly thing 

 And with thy heart 

 As offering 

 Come worship now 

 The infant king 

 'Tis love 

 That's born tonight. 


