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November 12, 2018 

 

To Friends of Norman Lane, 
 

Today is Monday, November 12, 2018. In observance of Veterans Day, all public schools and government offices 

are closed today in Winston-Salem. In 1919, President Woodrow Wilson proclaimed November 11 as Armistice 
Day to remind Americans of the tragedies of war. Congress established Veterans Day on that date, beginning in 

1954, to honor all American veterans. 

 
In 2016 I read the undergraduate Honors Thesis (History) that had been prepared in 2009 by Corinne Snow at 

Vanderbilt University. It is titled, Message of the Meuse-Argonne Monuments. Near the end of World War I, more 

than 1.2 million US servicemen fought during the forty-seven days of the Meuse-Argonne Offensive. Over 26,000 

Americans – almost half of the number lost in the entire Vietnam War – were killed in the fighting in this 
campaign. More than 14,000 of these Americans are buried in the Meuse-Argonne American Cemetery, which was 

dedicated in 1937, near the village of Romagne-sous-Montfaucon in Northeast France. In his preface to Grand 

Illusions, Wake Forest University Professor David Lubin describes his visit to the cemetery. "Here, in hypnotic row 
upon row of white marble crosses, interspersed with the occasional Star of David, were the remains of thousands of 

American soldiers who never returned to their homeland." After the war, General John J. Pershing, who had 

commanded the American Expeditionary Force there, made the pledge that "time will not dim the glory of their 

deeds." Images of the Meuse-Argonne American Cemetery today, reinforced in Corinne Snow’s thesis, substantiate 
the fact that General Pershing’s promise has been kept. In her thesis, Corinne wrote: 

 

 War memorials are one of the oldest forms of records. . . . 
  This universal use of war memorials speaks to the basic psychological and sociopolitical importance of 

 these symbols. They serve to both glorify the dead, and celebrate the values of the society who builds them. 

 Though these themes are common to all war memorials, each era and culture portrays them in a distinctive way. 
 In doing so, they give us a glimpse into their world view. . . . The design choices made in the construction of 

 these [Meuse-Argonne] monuments offer a unique view into how the United States viewed itself and its  
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 involvement in the First World War during the interwar years. . . . they offer insight into the way that the 
 United States wanted to be viewed; and remembered, by the rest of the world. 

 

To contrast this postwar commemoration of these American war dead, David Lubin offers this description of a 
German cemetery in Western Flanders: "What a contrast to the British [and American] cemeteries. This resting 

place was dark and enclosed, shaded by large, leafy trees, as if even the sky was to be blotted out." Regarding the 

Grieving Parents (Käthe Kollwitz, 1931-1932) monument that stood in the back of the cemetery, David adds, 

"Grief is the most private of emotions. There is nothing noble about it. Nor is there in death for the homeland. That, 
it seems to me, is what Grieving Parents has to say." 

 

Of course – in contrast to the Meuse-Argonne memorials described by Corinne Snow and David Lubin – there is no 
American Cemetery or Memorial today in Vietnam. Instead, together with 58,317 other names (as of Memorial 

Day, 2017), the name of Army 2ndLt. Richard W. Pershing – one of General Pershing’s own grandsons – is found 

engraved on Panel 39E, Line 76, on the Vietnam Veterans Memorial in Washington. In The Vietnam War in 

American Memory, Patrick Hagopian offers this image:  
 

 You are walking in a park. Stepping into sunlight, you catch sight of a long, dark wall, ahead, down a slope. It 

 rises at its center and tapers at its ends. As you approach across a lawn, the wall's vanishing points stretch to 
 right and left. Your eyes follow the line of the wall at one side and you see the Washington Monument. 

 Looking the other way, you find the Lincoln Memorial, screened by trees. Once you near the center of the wall, 

 it rises above you, the black stone majestic in its silence. A solitary, dim reflection looks back, deserted by the 
 multitude that once moved in its realm. There are inscriptions, which speak of the "Vietnam War," "those who 

 gave their lives," and "courage," "sacrifice," "duty and country." A war, then. Dates and names, beyond all 

 remembering and forgetting. Without words to frame the questions, you do not ask who was healed or who 

 believed in the end that the war was noble. You gaze at the mass of names and wonder, and the walls stretch 
 into the distance as you turn to leave. 

 

In 1968, the fiftieth anniversary of the Armistice that had ended the fighting in World War I, "on the eleventh hour 
of the eleventh day of the eleventh month," had been observed on Monday, November 11. Nine days later, "the 

largest helicopter assault operation ever conducted by the Marine Corps" was performed in Quang Nam Province, 

South Vietnam. This is the story (https://tinyurl.com/Nov-20-1968) of that day, now itself fifty years past, and of  
two of the names that today appear on the Memorial from that War. 

 

"Time will not dim the glory of their deeds." 

 
This story is the second in a two-part series: Part One can be viewed at https://tinyurl.com/Nove-1-1968.  

 

Thank you. 
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