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May 11, 2018 
 
To Friends of Norman Lane, 
 

My father, Alex Claiborne, served as a Technician, 5th grade, 
(T/5), with 2nd Platoon, 85th Reconnaissance Troop, 85th 
Infantry Division, in North Africa and Italy during World War 
II (1944-1945) (see pages 1 and 2, http://tinyurl.com/gene-
claiborne-1945). One of his best friends in 2nd Platoon was Joe 
Skrabak from McKeesport, Pennsylvania. Both men were 
fortunate enough to survive the war, and in 1998 and 2001, 
respectively, the two veterans wrote memoirs of their World 
War II experiences for their families. With additional input 
from The 85th Infantry Division in World War II (1949, 
Battery Press), by Paul Schultz, the following description of 
the Recon Troop's arrival in Italy has been constructed: 
 
From Mr. Skrabak: 
 
 On the 22nd [March, 1944] we were trucked with all our 
 gear to Oran [Algeria] where we boarded ship, the USS 
 Elizabeth Stanton. We left port on the 24th as part of a 
 large convoy heading east along the coast [of North 
 Africa]. The next day additional ships and escorts joined us 
 – about 20 ships all told. 

T/5 Alex Claiborne (no helmet, smiling), 
with two other soldiers from 2nd Platoon, 
85th Reconnaissance Troop, 85th Infantry 
Division, in Italy. This photo, courtesy of the 
late Mr. Joe Skrabak, appears to have been 
taken in a "rest" area. The Troop bivouacked 
in one such area, thirty miles southeast of 
Rome, for almost a month after the city was 
liberated. The Recon Troop saw combat with 
the Division in Italy from April, 1944, 
through the war's end in May, 1945. 

 
 [On March 27] clear, calm weather prevailed and we soon 
 entered the harbor in Naples – . . . The port facilities  and 
 most of the city had been systematically destroyed by the 
 Germans. 
 
 

On about April 8, the Recon Troop was given two missions. One platoon was to guard the Garigliano River bridge, 
about two miles southeast of Minturno – Minturno is on the coast of the Gulf of Gaeta (see map, page 2), about 
fifty miles northwest of Naples, 100 miles southeast of Rome, and twenty miles south-southwest of Cassino, the 
scene of heavy fighting over the first four months of 1944. The rest of the Recon Troop, including Alex Claiborne, 
Joe Skrabak, and 2nd Platoon, patrolled the coast along the Gulf to prevent enemy amphibious operations, 
including covert landings from the sea by enemy agents. 
 
Joe Skrabak, who died in 2016 at age 92, added: 
 
 For over a month of warm days and cold nights with a lot of rain we "fought" this beach war with occasional 
 shelling by the Germans. . . . 
 
 At 11:00 PM on May 11th all hell broke loose. . . . 

http://www.normanlanejrmemorialproject.org/ 
 

http://tinyurl.com/gene-claiborne-1945
http://tinyurl.com/gene-claiborne-1945


[This map was excerpted from a 1:100,000 scale topographic map originally published by the British War Office in 
1943 (second edition). As modified, it shows several of the key Italian towns, mountains, and rivers in the area that 
the 85th Recon Troop and the 85th Infantry Division operated in during April and May, 1944. Towns are indicated 
with orange numerals: 1, Tufo; 2, Minturno; 3, Santa Maria Infante; 4, Trimonsuoli (the GIs nicknamed its main 
street "Purple Heart Alley"); 5, Scauri; and 6, Castellonorato. Mountains are M1, San Martino; and M2, Mt. Scauri.  
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Rivers are R1, Garigliano River; and R2, Capo d' Acqua. The Gulf of Gaeta, G; and Highway 7, H, are also 
indicated.  
 
The Gustav Line was anchored on the Gulf coast at Scauri and from there ran in a north-northeasterly direction, 
cutting across to Highway 6 and Cassino (not shown, twenty miles from Minturno)].  
 
Alex Claiborne, who died in 2007 at age 91, explained: 
 
 May 11, 1944, marked the beginning of the campaign to break the Germans' Gustav Line, their strong line of 
 defense below Rome. . . . 
  I was on guard duty on the beach, and the sky was so lit up by all the shells that I was able to read my Stars 
 and Stripes newspaper without any trouble. 

 
In the very early morning hours 
of Friday, May 12, T/4 Robert 
Claiborne, Alex Claiborne's 
closest brother and a tank driver 
in C Company, 760th Tank 
Battalion, was killed by 
shrapnel from enemy fire laid 
down on the Minturno Bridge 
(http://tinyurl.com/robert-
claiborne). My father would not 
learn of his brother's death for 
almost a month, however. 
 
Joe Skrabak continued with his 
story, in an entry dated almost 
two weeks after the May 11 
assault on the Gustav Line 
(May 24, 1944): 
 
 Continuing north on 
 Highway 7 [leading to 
 Rome from Minturno] the 
 troop pulled into a wooded 
 area for the  night. About 
 2:00 AM the Germans 
 opened up an artillery 
 barrage on us. They must 
 have observed us and after 
 letting us settle in for the 
 night they let us have it. 
 The troop scattered and 
 drove off in all directions. 
 Two, Pvts Quinn and 
 McCarthy from the 1st 
 platoon were killed – our 
 first fatalities; Holloway 
 and Vance were wounded. 
 Quinn was single but 
 McCarthy was married and 
 his wife was expecting a 
 child in a couple of months.  

Alex and Robert Claiborne, serving in Italy. Left, Alex Claiborne's twenty-
eighth birthday would be observed in Italy, one day after the Normandy 
invasion (D-Day), one or two days after the Recon Troop had entered the 
newly-liberated city of Rome, and three days after he had learned of the 
combat death of his closest brother Robert. The original photo, courtesy of t
late Mr. Joe Skrabak, which includes five other 2nd Platoon soldiers and their
medic, appears to have been taken in a rest area. No date is given. Right, 
Robert Claiborne had been born eleven days after Alex's first birthday, and 
the two brothers had attended schools together in Brownsville. T/4 Robert 
Claiborne was a tank driver with C Company, 760th Tank Battalion, and he 
had visited his brother in April during the Recon Troop's assignment on the 
Gulf coast. Robert had this photograph made on Saturday, April 22, while his 
tank battalion was in a rear area, fifteen miles southeast of Minturno, and he 
had mailed it to his parents and sister back home. He died twenty days later, 
in the first hours of the assault on the Gustav Line, two days before Mother's 
Day, 1944 (

he 
 

http://tinyurl.com/robert-claiborne). This photo appeared in the 
June 6 announcement of his death, in the Memphis Press-Scimitar.  
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Recalling the same incident, Alex Claiborne added: 
 
 As we moved on up Hwy. 7 on May 25th, the orders for our troop were to clean out some Germans in a little 
 town that had been by-passed by the infantry. The Krauts were holed up in some buildings, and our plan was to 
 drive in quietly during the night and attack the next morning. But they had us zeroed in as we drove our 
 vehicles up, and began pouring mortar fire on us before we even turned our motors off. I took cover with John 
 [Houpe] under his armored car, and that night we suffered our first casualties with the loss of Quinn and 
 McCarthy (https://tinyurl.com/Quinn-Scott-Barron). 
  The next morning the infantry had to be called in to get the Germans as we were all pretty shook up. 
 
 That day our Presbyterian chaplain held memorial services in our bivouac area at the edge of a woods. Since 
 shells were still falling all around, someone suggested to the chaplain that he take cover behind a tree. His reply 
 was that he would be hit only if a shell "had his number on it," and he would just trust the Lord about  that. 
  I never forgot his answer, and it saved me from a lot of useless worry during the war, and for the rest of my 
 life. 
 
 Our mess sergeant, an older regular Army man, had always loudly proclaimed that he was an atheist, but I 
 noticed that he was the first to arrive at the service and the last to leave, giving credence to the World War II 
 saying, "There are no atheists in foxholes." 
 
 As the war went on, I became more convinced that those men who said, "I'll never make it home," were nearly 
 always among the casualties. Call it premonition or whatever, I saw it many times, even with my own brother, 
 Robert. He told our daddy when he said good-bye that he wouldn't be coming home. When he visited me in 
 Italy [in April, while 2nd Platoon of the Recon Troop had been assigned to the beach area], he had been 
 recommended for Officers’ Candidate School back in the states, but he told me, "I'm not going back." 
 
 Personally, I never once worried or doubted that I would be okay and would get home when it was all over. 
 
 We were now 17 miles from Rome, and could see the city from where we were on the mountains. . . . 
 

* * *  
The chaplain had said that he would be hit only if a shell "had his number on it." In Goodbye, Darkness, then-
Marine Sergeant William Manchester (see pages 3ff, https://tinyurl.com/Feb-21-1968) describes the shell that had 
Rip Thorpe's number on it. The date was Tuesday, June 5, 1945, the day after Marines had landed on Oroku 
Peninsula, Okinawa: 
 
 Early the next morning [June 5, 1945] several of us were standing in a tomb courtyard when we heard the 
 familiar shriek. We were on a reverse slope from the enemy; the chances of a shell clearing the top of the hill 
 and landing on us were, we calculated, a thousand to one, and the Nips, we now knew, had no way of 
 controlling the flight of these missiles. I crept into the doorway of the tomb. I wasn't actually safe there, but I 
 had more protection than Izzy Levy and Rip Thorpe, who were cooking breakfast over hotboxes. The eight-
 incher beat the thousand-to-one odds. It landed in the exact center of the courtyard. Rip's body absorbed most 
 of the shock. It disintegrated, and his flesh, blood, brains, and intestines encompassed me. Izzy was blind. So 
 was I — temporarily, . . . There was a tremendous roaring inside my head, . . . My back and left side were 
 pierced by chunks of shrapnel and fragments of Rip's bones. 
 

* * * 
Allen Willyerd, then of Brownsville, had been Norman Lane’s best friend during their time together in Vietnam. 
Speaking at the July, 2014, Memorial Tribute for Norman (http://www.normanlanejrmemorialproject.org/2014-
memorial-tribute), Allen had summarized the theme of his talk (see photo, page 5, top) with one word – Destiny. 
Webster’s Ninth New Collegiate Dictionary provides two meanings for destiny. It can mean either "something to 
which a person or thing is destined," i.e., fortune, or "a predetermined course of events often held to be an 
irresistible power or agency." Fate is a synonym for the latter meaning. Fate, in turn, is "the principle or 
determining cause or will by which things in general are believed to come to be as they are or events to happen as 
they do."   

https://tinyurl.com/Quinn-Scott-Barron
https://tinyurl.com/Feb-21-1968
http://www.normanlanejrmemorialproject.org/2014-memorial-tribute
http://www.normanlanejrmemorialproject.org/2014-memorial-tribute


When that chaplain with the Recon Troop in Italy in 
1944 had said that he would be hit only if a shell had 
his number on it, he was giving a combat definition to 
fate, or destiny. A shell with someone's number on it 
was the wartime equivalent of an irresistible power or 
agency. There could be no equivocation, no argument 
with that shell . . . as had tragically been the case for 
Rip Thorpe on the Oroku Peninsula in June of 1945, 
and for Privates Quinn and McCarthy near Priverno 
and for T/4 Robert Claiborne on the Minturno Bridge, 
all in Italy in May of 1944. 
 

* * * 
Effective December 1, 1967, Norman Lane had been 
promoted to 1stLt., US Marine Corps Reserve. At this 
and other ranks, the Marine Corps had, then and now, 
"Regular" officers and "Reserve" officers. A 1987 
analysis (see numbered pages 8 and 9, 
https://tinyurl.com/Powell-thesis-excerpt) described 
the major difference between the two types of 
commissions as one of career opportunities, i.e., the 
probability that an officer would be able to make the 
Marine Corps a career, if he/she chose (see figu
below). The "Regular" commission has an indefinit
expiration date. As long as a Regular officer is 
promoted through the ranks in the Marine Corps, 

he/she may stay in the Corps, on active duty
for as lon

re, 
e 

, 
g as he/she desires.  

orps. 

erve 

nding, awards, etc., and guided by 
ee numbered pages 48 and 49,  

ttps://tinyurl.com/Powell-thesis-excerpt

 
In contrast to the indefinite expiration date, the 
"Reserve" commission usually obligates an 
officer for 3½ years. If the Reserve officer 
desires to stay on active duty in the Corps 
beyond this initial obligation, he/she must 
either request Extended Active Duty (EAD) or 
apply for appointment in the Regular Marine 
C
 
Augmentation is the process by which Res
officers and Reserve warrant officers are 
appointed in the Regular Marine Corps. In 
general, applications are judged by the Officer Retention Board, based on fitness reports as observed over a 
minimum of twelve months on active duty, educational background, TBS sta

Then-Corporal Allen Willyerd, USMC, machine 
gunner and Squad Leader, 3rd Squad, 1st Platoon, 
Kilo Co., 3/4 Marines, 1967-1968, talks about 
Destiny. The date was Saturday, July 12, 2014, at the 
Memorial Tribute for Norman E. Lane Jr. The talk 
can be viewed, beginning at minute 54:10, at: 
http://www.normanlanejrmemorialproject.org/2014-
memorial-tribute 

quotas per category, e.g., Ground officers (s
h ). 

 1987, successful augmentation led to an additional two-year active duty obligation.  
 

 filling 

 
In

* * * 
Before the intensification of the Vietnam War, e.g., fiscal year 1965, the Corps had little or no difficulty in
available augmentation slots (see numbered pages 562-565, https://tinyurl.com/Shulimson-et-al-Excerpt). 
Applications were received from 714 of 3,431 eligible Reserve officers (note that with 21% of those eligible 
actually applying, augmentation was not highly popular, even in peacetime), and about 95% of those received 
Regular appointments. But with successive years of the war, by fiscal year 1968, less than 7.1% (240) of those 

 5

https://tinyurl.com/Powell-thesis-excerpt
https://tinyurl.com/Shulimson-et-al-Excerpt
http://www.normanlanejrmemorialproject.org/2014-memorial-tribute
http://www.normanlanejrmemorialproject.org/2014-memorial-tribute
https://tinyurl.com/Powell-thesis-excerpt


 6

ligible officers applied for 412 slots. Standards for augmentation were maintained, in spite of the lower numbers, 

he chance or likelihood of "repeated tours in Vietnam" was cited as one major reason for the decreased lack of 

l ROTC 
rograms. In 1987, these two sources accounted for only 26% of all junior Marine Corps commissions. Officer 

 

e expansion of the junior officer corps, through which senior NCOs and warrant officers received  
mporary commissions as 2ndLts., was ended that June as well. A new Enlisted Commissioning Program did help 

f 1968, the percentage of all Marines serving in Vietnam with only two-year enlistments 
se from 13.1% to 50%. And, almost none of the newly-trained, experienced officers stayed in the Corps for 

second tours in Vietnam. 

 months of 1967. 
he two 2ndLts. had arrived in Vietnam on the same date, and both had been assigned to 3/4 Marines in Quang Tri 

e
and only 202 applications were approved. 
 
T
enthusiasm for augmentation.  
 
A major factor in the number of experienced officers is the sourcing: the only junior officers to receive Regular 
commissions, at the start, are Marine officers who graduate from the Naval Academy or from Nava
p
Candidate Course (OCC) and Platoon Leaders Course (PLC) tracks lead to Reserve commissions. 
 
With the war, relatively large numbers of candidates were observed to be leaving the OCC and PLC tracks as early
as August, 1967, and the number of Naval ROTC students choosing the Marine Corps decreased dramatically in 
1967. A wartim
te
fill these gaps. 
 
Over the last ten months o
ro

  
* * * 

Although they have been described as two quite different personalities, and although there is no evidence they 
socialized together during their times at Quantico and GTMO, Norman Lane and Steve Joyner were classmates in 
the 41st OCC, and they served in the same Foxtrot-2 platoon in TBS Class 3-67. Both were assigned to the 2nd 
Marine Division at Camp Lejeune, and both were stationed at GTMO with 3/6 Marines over four
T
Province (see page 17, http://tinyurl.com/Nov-13-1967). As Dan Moore writes in Promise Lost: 
 
 On 28 May 1968, Lt. Stephen Joyner submitted the paperwork required to be considered for augmentation as a 

career officer in the U.S. Marine Corps. . . . he planned to extend six months in Vietnam beyond his 13-month 

e have no direct evidence that he had ever seriously 
onsidered a career in the Marine Corps. As early as June 22, 1966, before he had entered OCS, he had written his 

 
 tour with a chance of making captain. 
 
As far as Norman Lane's records and letters indicate, w
c
friend John Russell (http://tinyurl.com/june-22-1966): 
 
 I've decided that when I get out of the Marines, in 1969, I want to finish law school,  

en to Lynn Schiro, Sarah Shepard, and John Russell from Vietnam, over the period 
ecember 3, 1967-February 14, 1968, Norman gives these insights into his plans for his remaining time with the 

process of writing  
Professor Max Lancaster for advice on how to get into Oxford or Cambridge. I have  

[December 16, to Lynn] The worst thing about being here is putting up with the  

My outspokenness may hinder me, but it is quite possible I will be a captain by June 

 then get an M.A. in biology. 
 
In excerpts from letters writt
D
Marine Corps, and beyond: 
 
 [December 3, to Lynn] When your letter arrived in [I] was in the 
 
 decided (tentatively, of course) to seek admission in early 1970. 
 
 
 mediocre minds of Marine officers. 
 
 
 [see page 12, https://tinyurl.com/Jan-1968-An-Dinh]. 
  
 [December 31, to Sarah; see page 13, https://tinyurl.com/Jan-1968-Hill-28] There are  

https://tinyurl.com/Jan-1968-Hill-28
http://tinyurl.com/june-22-1966
https://tinyurl.com/Jan-1968-An-Dinh
https://tinyurl.com/Jan-1968-Hill-28
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so  many things I want to do. I think I will try to get into Oxford or Cambridge for an  

, to John; see page 12, https://tinyurl.com/Jan-1968-An-Dinh

 M.A. when I get out of the Marines. Seriously. It would be kind of fun. 
 
 [January 19 ] I like living  

in the field very much. May extend for 6 months. Need silver bars bad — you got any  

n] I certainly envy you the trip to Europe. See if you can find out  
for me how I can go about getting into Oxford or Cambridge for a master's in English,  

I don't think I can face up to the nonsense of Camp Lejeune again — if I extend over  

English, 
t two of Norman's more 

bjective comments (see those from December 16 and February 14, above) are also contradictory to any 

ic 
. 

 Marines in Vietnam, 

verage/Excellent/Outstanding). Of twenty-one officers of Lt. Lane's grade being evaluated by LtCol. Bendell at the 
r received lower marks, and two were ranked the same. 

 
 s an 
 
 pproach 
 
 t. 
 

 He does possess 
 excellent administrative talents. As he 
 continues to grow in experience and maturity, 

nd the 

 
 Platoon 

Hill 28, and for equal periods of time  
.com/Dec-1967-Washout

 
 extras? 
 
 [January 28, to Lynn] P.S. I have been promoted to 1st Lt ["silver bars"]. 
 
 [February 14, to Lyn
 
 French, or history.  
 
 
 here it will pretty neatly fill out my three-year term. 
 
Over this time frame, the idea of applying to Oxford or Cambridge for a master's degree program in either 
French, or history, for enrollment early in 1970, seems to be predominant. At leas
su
impression that he might be interested in pursuing a career in the Marine Corps. 
 
As of February 1, 1968, Lt. Lane had been evaluated in four Officer Fitness Reports; the first was an Academ
report based on his performance with Foxtrot Company in TBS Class 3-67. He was also evaluated by LtCol. W.S
Fagan, CO of 3/6 Marines, on his detachment to WestPac in October, 1967. Of his two regular Semiannual 
evaluations, covering his first nine weeks with 3/6 Marines and his first six weeks with 3/4
respectively, LtCol. Lee Bendell, CO of 3/4 Marines, ranked Lt. Lane's "General Value to the Service" in the 
category between "Above Average" and "Excellent" (the relevant scale is Average/Above 
a
end of 1967, fourteen received higher marks, fou
 
In his written evaluation, LtCol. Bendell added: 
                  

Lt. Lane is a sincere, conscientious officer 
whose lack of experience and maturity wa
initial handicap in his troop leader 
assignments. However, his energetic a
to his duties and his increased confidence 
have resulted in a steady improvement by L
Lane. He seeks out and takes advice from 

 more experienced officers.

 he will realize his full potential. The period 
 was served in RVN, specifically C-2 a
 DMZ area. 
 
 

Of the six weeks covered by this evaluation, Lt. Lane had served both as Weapons Platoon commander with Lima
Co., at Cam Lo River Bridge (see map, page 8, bottom) and the Washout, and as Assistant 81mm Mortar
commander with H&S Co., at C-2 and 
(http://tinyurl ). Norman had signed the Fitness Report on December 31, 1967. At some 

that same day, he had signed a letter, written from Hill 28/A-3, to Sarah Shepard (see page 13, point on 
https://tinyurl.com/Jan-1968-Hill-28): 
 
  

https://tinyurl.com/Jan-1968-An-Dinh
http://tinyurl.com/Dec-1967-Washout
https://tinyurl.com/Jan-1968-Hill-28
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Much love, 
 Normie. 

ill 

 

 Your man in the Orient. 
 

* * * 
The month of January had now passed, and LtCol. Bendell's battalion had been engaged in major fighting near H
28 (https://tinyurl.com/Jan-1968-Hill-28), at the "Marketplace," (https://tinyurl.com/Jan-1968-An-Dinh) and at 

ike's Hill (https://tinyurl.com/Mikes-Hill-1968M ). Thirty-four Marines, including two platoon commanders and a 
om Corpsmen had been lost in those three engagements, alone. As then-1stLt. Bill c pany commander, and four 

Willett of Mike Co. had written (see page 2, https://tinyurl.com/Feb-21-1968): 
 
 January was a hard month. 

 two weeks rebuilding and getting back up to 
strength. 

Daily Intelligence Summary

  We swept down to Camp Carroll to rest up. We were there
 
 
The battalion Command Chronology for February, 1968, reports: 
 
 . On 1 February, the Battalion, minus two detached companies [Kilo and Lima 

 

 
tos, page 9]) at YD 142616 and the Cam Lo River Bridge (C-3A). 

 

- 

 
 locations of 

po
(Cam Lo Hill, 

 Lo Artil-
lery Po  
and C-3 
Bridge (Cam 
Lo River 
Bridge). 
Adapted from 
map appear-
ing on page 9, 
https://tinyurl.

 Cos.], was deployed along Route 9 in the vicinity of Camp J.J. Carroll. On 3 February, the Battalion (-) moved
 to Camp Carroll, . . . 
 
 The Battalion relocated on 17 February and assumed control of the Cam Lo Artillery Position (C-3 [see map,
 below, and pho
 
Lt. Bill Willett's Mike Co. (minus 2nd Platoon) is reported as being assigned to the Cam Lo River Bridge on the
18th of February. 
  

Left: Topo
graphic map 
corresponding
to
C-3 fire sup-

rt base 

Cam
sition)

com/Jan-
1968-Hill-28. 
Norman 
Lane's tour 
had begun in 

mid-November, 1967, at C-3 Bridge and now, near the end of February, 1968, he was stationed at C-3. 
 

* * * 
 

 
 

https://tinyurl.com/Jan-1968-Hill-28
https://tinyurl.com/Jan-1968-An-Dinh
https://tinyurl.com/Jan-1968-An-Dinh
https://tinyurl.com/Mikes-Hill-1968
https://tinyurl.com/Feb-21-1968
https://tinyurl.com/Jan-1968-Hill-28
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rientation.  

 

Left: "The photo was taken 
from a chopper looking north 
above Cam Lo combat base 
[C-3]. I think the large white 
area in the upper right was C-
2. Con Thien was farther north
to the northeast." Photo 
courtesy of Jim Singer. See 
topographic map, page 8,
bottom, for o
 
Below, left: Aerial photo of
Cam Lo combat base (C-3), 
originally provided by Bill 
Willett in 2014, via the locator 
website for 3rd Battalion, 3rd 
Marines 
(http://www.33usmc.com/Cam
LoBase.html). As indicated in
Mr. Singer's legend, above, his
photo was taken from a
chopper looking to the north, 
above and beyond C-3. This 
photo was taken looking to the
east, above C-3. The photo is 
labeled, "Cam Lo (1968)." If 
correct, this would provide an 
aerial view of the base in the 
same year that Norman Lane
was stationed there, from mid-
February through March 29. 
The rapidly-rising north slope 
and the ridgeline at its crest
(note the heavy brush in this 
area) appear to the left, center
of this photo. If one rotates 
this photo about 90° 
clockwise, the orie
this slope/ridgeline matches 
that of the same feature in Jim 
Singer's photo of C-3, at the 
top of this page. The road that 
runs along the southern 
perimeter of the base in Jim
Singer's photo, above, is 
another orienting feature and
appears at the far right of thi
photo. With the help of Bill 
Willett, Warren Atkinson, and
several others, we have 

generated a deta

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

ntation of 

 

 
s 

 

iled reproduction of some areas of the C-3 combat base, and these will be presented in another 
ory.   

 

st
 
 

http://www.33usmc.com/CamLoBase.html
http://www.33usmc.com/CamLoBase.html


* * * 
There was also one routine administrative change, 
among the few that took place within the battalion 
during the month of February. On February 12, 1stLt. 
Walt Sellers replaced 1stLt. Jim Singer as CO, H&S 
Co. (see photo, right). On the surface, it was not any 
big deal. But as the CO for H&S Co., a certain 
responsibility would fall on Lt. Sellers' shoulders 
almost seven weeks later – a heavy responsibility that 
could not be foreseen in the middle of February. . . .    
 

* * *  
The Battle for Mike's Hill had come on Saturday, 
January 27, 1968 (https://tinyurl.com/Mikes-Hill-
1968). With the exceptions of Kilo Co. at Gio Linh and 
Lima Co. at Ca Lu (according to Mr. John Hudson, 
Lima Co. had been flown by helicopter to Ca Lu on 
January 30, where they would be OPCON to 3/9 
Marines until February 26, when they were returned to 
LtCol. Bendell's battalion and tasked to Cam Lo 
District Headquarters), the battalion ended the month 
of January in the vicinity of Route 9, at Camp Carroll. The Tet Offensive had begun in the early morning hours of 
Wednesday, January 31, and PFC Billy Wright and D Company, 1/12 Cavalry, had air assaulted into a location 
east-northeast of Quang Tri City on February 1 (https://tinyurl.com/Feb-1-3-1968). Later that same day, back in 
Memphis, Robert Walker and Echol Cole would be killed when the mechanical packing unit on their city garbage 
truck malfunctioned. Less than thirty-six hours later, CBS News correspondent John Laurence would arrive in Hué 
(https://tinyurl.com/Feb-1-3-1968-Two), the scene of savage fighting by US Marines and ARVN units against a 
large enemy force. 
 
Also on that Thursday, February 1, 1968, a letter/cable, addressed to the Commanding General, FMFPAC, would 
be typed in the Office of the Commandant, USMC: 
 

 REF: (A) CMC LTR . . . OF
 29AUG67 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 SF 88 . . . AND SF 89 ON
 BELOW NAMED OFFICER 
 REQUESTED BY REF (A)  
 FOR AUGMENTATION TO 
 THE REGULAR 
 ESTABLISHMENT STILL 
 NOT HELD BY BUMED. 
 
  LANE NORMAN E., JR.
  0100397
 
 IF AUGMENTATION STILL
 DESIRED SUBMIT PHY/MED 
 FORMS TO CMC . . .  
 ASAP. . . .
 
  
 
 
 

1stLts. Walt Sellers, center, and Jim Singer, right, 
current (February 12-May 19, 1968) and previous 
(January 21-February 12) COs, H&S Co., 3/4 
Marines, from their bunker on Hill 689, April, 1968. 
The third Marine, left, is Gunny Blakey, H&S Co. 
Photo courtesy of Jim Singer. 
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 IF SUBJECT OFFICER NO LONGER DESIRES AUGMENTATION HAVE HIM  
 SUBMIT STATEMENT TO CMC . . .  
 
Copies of "REF (A)," the earlier August 29, 1967, letter from the Commandant's office to then-2ndLt. Norman 
Lane, serving with 3/6 Marines at GTMO, do not appear in his Official Military Personnel File. There is a 
suggestion, but only that, that Lt. Lane may have inquired about augmentation (see page 5) into the Regular Corps, 
during the summer of 1967, while at GTMO. The August 29 letter seems to have been an official response, 
requesting current copies of Lt. Lane's SF 88 and SF 89 "PHY/MED FORMS." SF 88 was the official "Report of 
Medical Examination," and SF 89 was the "Report of Medical History." The forms had originated with Norman's 
initial attempt to apply for Navy OCS, in Nashville, on September 18, 1964. These had been superceded and/or 
updated on Norman's April 1, 1966, enlistment in the Marine Corps Reserve and on August 23, 1966, at Quantico. 
"BUMED" is the Navy Bureau of Medicine and Surgery. 
 
The February 1 letter requests that current medical forms be submitted to the Commandant's office as soon as 
possible, 
   
 IF AUGMENTATION STILL DESIRED 
 
But, 
 
 IF SUBJECT OFFICER NO LONGER DESIRES AUGMENTATION HAVE HIM  
 SUBMIT STATEMENT TO CMC . . . 
 
The language suggests that 2ndLt. Lane had actually expressed a formal interest in augmentation in the summer of 
1967. For reasons unknown, the requested forms had not been submitted. The follow-up letter had come five 
months later. 
 
If Lt. Lane had initiated augmentation inquiries from GTMO in the summer of 1967, how did he feel about the 
possibility, from Vietnam, in February of 1968? The excerpts from the letters on pages 6 and 7 seem to give a clear 
indication, but the formal and final answer would not come until Sunday, February 25. 
           
That night, the last NVA soldiers 
occupying the Citadel in Hué would 
either withdraw or die, effectively 
ending the almost four weeks of 
savage fighting there. That day, a 
member of the H&S Co. staff, now 
headquartered at Cam Lo Artillery 
Position (C-3), typed the simple 
statement from 1stLt. Norman Lane: 

 11

certain. 
 

         
 For personal reasons I no longer 
 desire a regular commission in 
 the United States Marine Corps. 
 
Again, the phrase "no longer desire" 
suggests that there may have been a 
sincere interest the year before, but 
likely we will never know for 

* * *  
The day before Lt. Lane's letter RE: augmentation was typed and signed, he had been in Dong Ha making 
arrangements for some courts-martial, in his additional role as battalion trial counsel. Norman had met Sarah 
Shepard over the late spring and summer of 1967 while stationed at GTMO (http://tinyurl.com/July-27-1967), and 

http://tinyurl.com/July-27-1967
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s 

the record of his letters to her begins, from GTMO, on August 28. He also wrote from Camp Lejeune and from 
Brownsville, from Cam Lo River Bridge and apparently from the Washout, from C-2 and Hill 28, from Hill 42 and
Camp Carroll. Altogether we have excerpts and complete versions of eleven letters (plus two postcards; see page
13 and 15, http://tinyurl.com/Nov-13-1967) that Norman wrote Sarah over six months, while she was a nursing 
student at Loretto Heights College in Denver. That Saturday, February 24, 1968, while in Dong Ha on battalion 

             

4, 1968. 
a

he 

y 

st look 

unsel (i.e., 

 

  

 

 

 

h my 
arents did not know her.  

ut 
n opening the envelope and seeing the message, Mrs. McCoy fainted. . . .  

e was gone: 
  

St. Matthew 2:18 (King James Version): 

d great mourning. Rachel weeping for her  
   children, and would not be comforted, because they are not.  

 

business, he wrote his last letter to Sarah Shepard: 
        

    Dong Ha 
    Feb 2
 S rah dearest, 
  muchas gracias for t
 valentine, you sweet 
 thing. My valentine's da
 was pretty jolly. I don't 
 sweat it much. I ju
 for the fun side of 
 everything. Am now in 
 Dong Ha briefly to make 
 arrangements for some 
 courts-martial. I am the 
 battalion trial co
 prosecutor). 

* * *  
Back in Norman's adopted 
hometown of Brownsville,

 

Tennessee, the drug stores (selling boxed candies, e.g., Whitman's Samplers and Russell Stover chocolates) and 
flower shops (I think there were two) did good business on Valentine's Day. A 
good friend of my mother's, Mrs. Carolyn Freeman, owned the Brownsville 
Flower Shop, located on South Washington across from the Post Office. For 
some time, "Miss Carolyn" had also operated the local Western Union telegraph
office out of the flower shop. Most of their telegraph business, actually, was 
with trucking companies, who would wire money in for drivers who had been 
fined at the state weigh station on Interstate 40, just outside of Brownsville. The
flower shop was open all day on Saturdays then, so there would not be any 
delays in delivering telegrams coming in during regular business hours, except 
on Sundays. Other employees usually delivered the telegrams, so that Miss 
Carolyn could focus on the flower business. But on that Valentine's Day of 1968
– Wednesday, February 14 – she found it necessary to deliver one telegram 
herself, for whatever reason. The recipient, Mrs. Inetha McCoy, lived one block 
down West College Street – 416 West College – from our house, thoug
p

Roy Drug Co. "Valen-Time 
Specials" advertisement, 
Brownsville States-Graphic, 
Friday, February 9, 1968. 

 
When Miss Carolyn arrived and handed the telegram to Mrs. McCoy, Mrs. 
McCoy remarked that she hoped the telegram was a message from her son. B
o
 
For her son had been serving with the Army in Vietnam, and now h
            
 
 
 18  In Rama was there a voice heard, lamentation, and weeping, an
 

http://tinyurl.com/Nov-13-1967


As Miss Carolyn stood by, helpless, the Army 
casualty notification team drove up. 
 

* * *  
Norman continued his February 24 letter to Sarah: 
 
 Am now stationed at C3, a position just north of 
 Cam Lo. Remember Cliff Cheney? Cliff is now 
 in Mexico City at University of the Americas. I 
 see Forrest Dickinson pretty often. 
 
Norman had written his second letter to Sarah from 
GTMO on September 8, 1967. Things had, in a way, 
come full circle. Cliff Cheney (see page 13, 
http://tinyurl.com/Sept-7-1967) had been with 
Norman, apparently with 3/6 Marines, at GTMO and 
appears to have met Sarah there. Forrest Dickinson, 
the Washington & Lee graduate who had been a TBS 
3-67 classmate of Norman's, had become a good 
friend at GTMO, where they were billeted together 
(see page 4, http://tinyurl.com/July-27-1967). In 

Vietnam, Forrest had also been assigned to 3/4 Marines. A platoon commander with India Co., 1stLt. Dickinson 
had become acting company commander over January 27-February 12, 1968, following the death of Captain 
Prichard at Mike's Hill (see page 1, https://tinyurl.com/Feb-21-1968).           
          
 Can you make cookies? I 
 wish you would send me 
 some chocolate chip 
 cookies, or oatmeal  cook-
 ies. The Marine Corps 
 gives us cookies, but not 
 home-made cookies. 
  I'm almost finished 
 reading  The Sun Also 
 Rises, by Ernest Hem-
 ingway. Some parts  of it 
 are great. 
  I got a letter from one 
 of my old professors, a 
 former Rhodes Scholar at 
 Oxford, and he is sure I 
 can get a scholarship to 
 Oxford. 
        

PFC Larry McCoy, 25, had died on February 7 in 
fighting in Hóc Môn district, then a suburban district of 
Saigon, while serving with the 25th Infantry Division. 
Article from page 1 of the States-Graphic, Friday, 
February 16, 1968.  

On December 3, 1967, Norman had told Lynn Schiro that he was "in the process of writing Professor Max 
Lancaster for advice on how to get into Oxford or Cambridge." In Little Giant: The Life and Times of Speaker Carl 
Albert (University of Oklahoma Press, 1999), the former Speaker of the US House of Representatives tells of his 
fellow Rhodes Scholars, among the Class of 1931. One was Max Lancaster, who was to have an outstanding 
academic career teaching Italian at Vanderbilt, where Norman had graduated in 1962. It is Professor Lancaster who 
is being referred to, in the letter to Sarah.  
 
 The excerpt from the tombstone which you copied for me was lovely. I agreed with  
 almost all of it. 
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I contacted Sarah's sister, Cynthia Shepard Finnerty, for help with these two lines from Norman's February 24 
letter. Cynthia identified the "excerpt" as coming from the 1927 poem, "Desiderata," by Max Ehrmann 
(http://mwkworks.com/desiderata.html). I have read the poem. I hesitate to cite Wikipedia as a source, but a one-
line description there states:  
 
 Largely unknown in the author's lifetime, the text became widely known after its use in devotional and spoken-
 word recordings in 1971 and 1972. 
 
I have also found at least one internet reference, unconfirmed, referring to a tombstone which had the entire poem 
engraved on it. 
 
          * * * 
 The news may look bad to people in the States, but to me the worst news I see is riots,  
 strikes, and demonstrations. I hate them all. The war isn't going badly at all. 
 
This comment, made near the end of February, 1968, is one of two – and only two – statements that Norman Lane 
made, in the almost twenty letters and excerpts that I have seen as 
written from Vietnam, that carries anything of a political opinion. One 
month earlier, on the day after the Battle for Mike's Hill, he had told 
Lynn Schiro: 
                  
 I think we should go to war with Korea [written five days after the 
 North Korean military had seized the US naval vessel, USS 
 Pueblo, killing one member of the crew and taking the remaining 
 eighty-two men as prisoners, Norman appears to be focused on that 
 event], and I shall volunteer to go there as soon as I have finished 
 my tour here (if we go to war there).  
 
But in his February 24 letter to Sarah, exactly which "riots, strikes, and 
demonstrations" was Norman referring to? 
 This Owen Burgess editorial on the 

Pueblo crisis appeared in the States-
Graphic on Friday, April 26, 1968.

For the January 1, 2018, online edition of the Washington Post, 
Michael Rosenwald penned a column for the "Retropolis" history blog. 
The title was, "1968's chaos: The assassinations, riots and protests that 
defined our world." Rosenwald wrote: 
 

 In February 1968, students in Boston staged a hunger strike 
 to protest the war in Vietnam. Not long after, 10,000 
 people, many of them students, marched in Paris against 
 the war. There were riots in Memphis and Mexico, 
 Washington and Poland.  
 
In 1968: The Year that Rocked the World, Mark Kurlansky 
gives the dates of the four-day hunger strike by students from 
Harvard, Radcliffe, and Boston University as February 11-15. 
In the article, "Everyone to the barricades," written by Sean 
O'Hagan for the online edition of the Guardian (January 19, 
2018), the author describes small-scale protests by students at 
Nanterre University in Paris; on January 26, the authorities had 
called on the French riot police to quell a relatively small 
demonstration. Then, 

"Anti-war demonstrators picketing in front of 
the White House on Jan 19, 1968. 
PhotoQuest / Getty Images," via Time.com.

 
 In France on 14 February, just as the Nanterre protests began to gather momentum, thousands marched against 
 the war in Paris. 
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Four days later, 10,000 German protesters gathered in West Berlin. According to Mark Kurlansky, though, it was 
not until March 8 that several hundred University of Warsaw students held a demonstration ("No studies without 
freedom!") on the gated campus – and were beaten by members of the "workers' militia." The Mexican student 
movement did not really begin to coalesce until July 22, when a fight between rival high schools in Mexico City 
gave it a cause – government brutality. The first riot in Memphis came on March 28, although the Sanitation 
Workers' strike had begun on February 12. Large-scale riots in Washington, DC, as in Chicago, Pittsburgh, 
Baltimore, and other US cities came in the aftermath of the April 4 assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King, in 
Memphis. 
 
Norman Lane's mother Betsy was, at the time, living at the Embassy Apartments in Memphis. It is very likely that 
she was sending one of the major Memphis newspapers for him to read in Vietnam. February at Camp Carroll and 
the Cam Lo Artillery Position was a relatively quiet month for the battalion, and so Lt. Lane would have been able 
to keep up with the news more easily, in this way. Other officers with Kilo Co., for example, have stated that either 
they didn't think about the news back in the world in this time frame, or, even if they were interested in the news, 
the ability to get information in any timely manner did not exist. One officer commented, in addition, that he 
considered Stars and Stripes "as a disinformation dissemination publication." Even with the delay in mail delivery, 
Norman could have been well informed on the Sanitation Workers' strike in Memphis. Another major strike at the 
same time, on the West Coast, had affected production for the San Francisco Chronicle.  
                  
The Memphis newspapers would have been sure to carry one 
story from Orangeburg, South Carolina. The February 7, 2018, 
story by Jim Merrill in the online edition of the Charlotte 
Observer, is titled,  
 
 50 years after 3 students died in SC civil rights protest, 
 survivors still ask 'Why?'  
              
Hundreds of students from South Carolina State University, a 
historically-black college in Orangeburg, had gathered on 
campus that cold night of February 8, 1968. The confrontation 
had begun on February 4, when one student and his friends 
were refused admittance to a segregated bowling alley. The 
situation had at first led to a small protest, then a crowd of 300 
appeared on the night of the 6th. The National Guard had been 
ordered into the picture on the 7th, and on the night of the 8th, 
hundreds of students were encountered by state highway 
patrolmen and National Guard soldiers. Shots rang out, three 
students lay dead, and more than two dozen were injured. No 
one was ever convicted in the shooting deaths. 
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In his January 19, 2018, story for the Guardian, Sean O'Hagan 
writes: 
 
 In 1967 over 70 anti-war protests were held on student 
 campuses [in the US] in October and November alone. 
 By the spring of 1968, some 30 colleges a month were protesting with sit-ins, occupations and marches, and the 
 anti-war movement had moved to the streets, . . .  

"Two black demonstrators killed in the 
Orangeburg Massacre lie on the ground at t
edge of South Carolina State College in 
Orangeburg, S.C., on Feb. 8, 1968. 
(ASSOCIATED PRESS)," via 
WashingtonPost.com 

he 

 
Two of the prominent antiwar demonstrations and campus occupations during the period Mr. O'Hagan refers to, to 
my knowledge, were the "Pentagon Riot" of Saturday, October 21, 1967, and the student occupation of campus 
buildings at Columbia University in New York City, which began on April 23, 1968, and lasted nearly a week. Mr. 
O'Hagan does not provide documentation for his statement, although clearly there was an upward trend with respect 
to the antiwar movement at that time. Some of the riots and even campus occupations in the spring of 1968 were 
fueled by issues in addition to, if not independent of, the Vietnam War, as well. 
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* * * 
But on February 24, 1968, my sense is that many, if not most, of the antiwar demonstrations to occur in America 
during 1968 were still to come, as was the racial violence that would follow the assassination of Dr. King. 
Additional, extremely valuable context for Norman Lane's comment in his letter that day to Sarah Shepard on 
"riots, strikes, and demonstrations," with specific reference to antiwar sentiment, comes from the talk by Colonel 
Jim McGinty, USMCR (Retired), given at the 2016 Conference at VMI that we held 
(https://sites.google.com/site/2016conferenceatvmi/).  
 
As a graduate of the 41st OCC/TBS 3-67 and Vietnam veteran, Jim reported on a survey he had led in 2016 
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9TjWlxE6UP8). Assisted by Mr. David Ogilvie, Jim contacted 480 classmates 
in January of that year, with a survey questionaire covering thirty-two points. More than 45% of those Marine 
Corps veterans contacted – 221 men – responded. Only one veteran indicated that he had not served in Vietnam. 
According to Jim, the vast majority of respondents who had served as ground officers in Vietnam had completed 
their tours by the second or third quarter of 1968. One survey topic was "Anti-war sentiment and actions." When 
asked about their degree of interest in "anti-war news" while in Vietnam, 10% of the respondents were "very" 
interested, 35% had "some" interest, but the majority (55%) had "no" interest. On "national political news," in 
contrast, 86% responded in either the "very" interested or "some" interest categories, and only 14% had "no" 
interest. 
 
The men were also asked about their attitudes toward anti-war sentiment, while on active duty in Vietnam. As to 
"immediate reaction to hearing about anti-war sentiment," 48% responded with "concern/disagreement," while 2% 
expressed "support." "Indifference" was the response of 30%, and 11% "did not hear about" such sentiment. The 
majority of respondents, 61%, stated that anti-war sentiment had "little impact on morale" of Marines under their 
command. Twenty percent replied that there had been "concern/disagreement" among the Marines under their 
command. 
 

* * * 
Continuing with Norman's February 24 letter to Sarah, 
 
 The war isn't going badly at all. People are getting killed here and there, but that's to  
 be expected. It's not nearly as dangerous over here as most people think. Besides, there  
 is a charm on my life — they can't get me. 
 
In a chapter from The Cat from Hué titled "February 21, 1968," CBS News correspondent John Laurence described 
an interview that day with LtGen. Robert Cushman, USMC, III MAF commander in Vietnam. Similar to Norman's 
unofficial assessment of the war, Laurence wrote (three days earlier): 
 
 The Tet Offensive was a military catastrophe for the Communists, their most serious defeat of the war. Veteran 
 battalions and companies of Viet Cong troops, . . . were destroyed in open warfare by more heavily armed U.S. 
 and South Vietnamese forces. Most of the VC units never recovered. . . . American and South Vietnamese 
 armed forces inflicted enormous human losses on the Viet Cong and North Vietnamese, while suffering heavily 
 themselves. 
 
To this point Norman's unofficial assessment is in line with John Laurence's perspective. But Norman did not 
realize that, back home in America, things were different, as Laurence continued: 
 
 However, by consistently lying to the American public in the period leading up to Tet, the U.S. government lost 
 the support of a majority of its own people. At Tet, America was winning the war and losing it at the same 
 time. 
 
At this point we have no documentation as to Norman's opinion, if he had one, on the results of the New Hampshire 
Democratic presidential primary, held seventeen days after he wrote this final letter to Sarah Shepard. 
 

* * *  

https://sites.google.com/site/2016conferenceatvmi/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9TjWlxE6UP8
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And, as Norman penned this letter to Sarah on Saturday, February 24, he was unaware that the "charm on my life" 
would expire, in an instant of violence, on March 29 – one month and five days away. But in the apparently blissful 
calm of that day in Dong Ha, Norman continued writing: 
 
 I like it here. When I think about all the fun we had in Cuba, though, I must admit I  
 liked Gitmo better. But mainly because you were there. If you were here I'd love this  
 place, you sweet beautiful enchantress you!  Mmmm hoo boy!  
                    Much love and 
                      many kisses, 
                      Ol' Norm. 
 

* * * 
Fate – what was it? The chaplain for the Recon Troop had defined it as a shell "that had his number on it." Alex 
Claiborne was convinced that soldiers' premonitions, including those of his own brother, were associated with their 
deaths in combat. William Manchester referred to fate as having beaten "the thousand-to-one odds." Almost 
seventy years later another combat Marine, Allen Willyerd, called it Destiny. From a totally different set of 
perspectives, the ancient Greeks wrote of the Fates, the three goddesses who determined the course of human life, 
or, as they who 
 
 give to men at birth evil and good to have. 
 
Accounts of the assassination of Julius Caesar – from the Roman biographer Suetonius (Lives of the Caesars, about 
121 A.D.) to William Shakespeare (Julius Caesar, probably first performed in 1599: "If not, the Fates with traitors 
do contrive,") – clearly refer to the overpowering and irrevocable nature of fate. Certainly Norman Lane, himself an 
English major at Vanderbilt (BA, 1962) – or, for that matter, any Haywood County High School graduate from our 
era there who had taken Miss Curlin's senior English IV course – would be quick to identify the link between the 
three Witches, who mystify Macbeth with their ultimately lethal prophecies, and the three Fates: Clotho, the 
Spinner; Lachesis, the Disposer of Lots; and Atropos, who cut the thread of life, at Death. Compared with the 
characters of Julius Caesar (in life) and Macbeth (in drama), perhaps the most tragic figure (also in life) is that of 
Jesus in "a place called Gethsemane" (St. Matthew 26:36-46, King James Version): 
 
 39  And he went a little farther, and fell on his face, and prayed, saying O my Father, if it be possible, let this  
    cup pass from me: nevertheless not as I will, but as thou wilt. 
 
On the night before his crucifixion, Jesus spoke of his fate as "this cup," later praying, "except I drink it, thy will be 
done." But here it is God who has assigned Jesus his mortal destiny, God who has spun the thread of life for Jesus, 
and it will be God who cuts that thread at Jesus' death on the cross. 
 
So, Fate, what is it? We have discussed several working definitions and examples – from men in combat, from 
history and literature, even from the Gospel According to St. Matthew (for his 1977 Vietnam War memoir, A 
Rumor of War, former Marine Corps officer, Vietnam veteran, and author Philip Caputo took the book's title from 
St. Matthew 24:6). Whatever Norman Lane's true thoughts were, on that late February day in 1968 in Dong Ha, he 
wrote to nursing student, Sarah Shepard: 
 
 Besides, there is a charm on my life – they can't get me. 
 
 He shall spurn fate, scorn death, and bear 
 His hopes 'bove wisdom, grace and fear: 
 And you all know security [overconfidence] 
 Is mortals' chiefest enemy. 

—Hecate, Macbeth (Act III, Scene 5) 
 

Was Norman truly spurning fate and scorning death in his final letter to Sarah, or was he providing a comforting 
mask that would hide, from her, his own closely-held doubts about his fate? In all likelihood, the answer is held, for 
all time, either by the Fates, or by God. . . . 

https://sites.google.com/site/2016conferenceatvmi/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9TjWlxE6UP8


Thank you. 
 
 
 

Left, In Julius Caesar, Act I, 
Scene 2, a soothsayer (center) 
cautions Caesar (left): "Beware 
the ides of March." The 
conspirator Cassius stands by. 
The 1953 film starred Marlon 
Brando and was nominated for 
five Academy Awards.  

Right, The 1948 film version of 
Macbeth starred Orson Welles. 
The film's introduction features 
the Three Witches, chanting 
lines from Act I, Scene 1, and 
Act IV, Scene 1 of the play. 
Here, they ask each other: 
"When shall we meet again 

the Museum of 
Toledo (Ohio). An 
angel appears to 
Jesus bearing "this 
cup," his fate. Three 
disciples sleep (left) 
as Judas leads the 
soldiers to Jesus 
(right).  

Right, El Greco 
("The Greek") was 
born in Crete in 
1541 but moved to 
Toledo, Spain, in 
1577. This version 
of The Agony in the 
Garden of 
Gethsemane dates 
to the 1590s and is 
probably a 
workshop replica of 
a painting held in 
 

  In thunder, lightning, or in      
    rain?" 
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