
The President’s coffin is removed 
from the platform of the truck lift. 
1stLT Sam Bird, commanding the 
military casket team, has raised his 
white-gloved hand in a salute. He is 
apparently standing at the top of a 
separate yellow metal ladder, 
between the lift and Air Force One. 
 
William Manchester puts the time 
at between 6:05 and 6:14 p.m. on 
Friday, November 22, 1963.   



President Kennedy's body enters 
the White House to lie in state 
early on Nov. 23, 1963. (Cecil 
Stoughton/John F. Kennedy 
Presidential Library and 
Museum/MCT) MCT  
 
 
1stLT Sam Bird is behind the 
coffin, at the President’s head, as 
indicated by the location of the 
star field, which is placed at the 
head and over the left shoulder. 
 
Standing immediately behind 
1stLT Bird are Mrs. Jacqueline 
Kennedy and Attorney General 
Robert Kennedy. 
 
William Manchester records the 
time as just after 4:34 a.m. on 
Saturday, November 23, 1963. 



The honor guard places 
President Kennedy's casket in 
the East Room of the White 
House. Those watching 
include Hugh Auchincloss, 
Janet Auchincloss, Kenneth 
O'Donnell, Larry O'Brien, 
Secretary of Defense Robert 
McNamara, Naval Aide 
Captain Tazewell Shepard, 
Jean Kennedy Smith, Sargent 
Shriver, Jacqueline Kennedy, 
Attorney General Robert 
Kennedy, and others. (Cecil 
Stoughton/John F. Kennedy 
Presidential Library and 
Museum/MCT) MCT 
 
The six enlisted men of the 
casket team are positioning the 
casket on the catafalque, 
which is a replica of that used 
following the assassination of 
President Lincoln, in the East 
Room. Manchester puts the 
time at between 4:34-4:40 a.m. 
on Saturday, November 23. 
 
Almost certainly, the soldier 
standing next to Mrs. Kennedy 
and Robert Kennedy is 1stLT 
Sam Bird. 



Jacqueline Kennedy, Caroline Kennedy, John 
F. Kennedy Jr., Robert F. Kennedy, Stephen 
Smith, Jean Kennedy Smith and Secret 
Service agent Clint Hill follow the casket 
bearing President Kennedy up the stairs of the 
U.S. Capitol for the lying in state at the United 
States Capitol in Washington, D.C., on Nov. 
24. (Abbie Rowe/National Park Service/John 
F. Kennedy Presidential Library and 
Museum/MCT) MCT 
 
1stLT Bird is assisting from behind the casket, 
as it ascends the steps toward the Capitol 
Rotunda. 
 
Manchester puts the time at between 1:52-2:02 
p.m. EST on Sunday, November 24, 1963. 
 
At Parkland Hospital in Dallas, Lee Harvey 
Oswald dies at 2:07 p.m. EST. 



President 
Kennedy's 
body is 
placed in 
the Capitol 
Rotunda in 
Washington, 
D.C. (John 
F. Kennedy 
Presidential 
Library and 
Museum/M
CT) MCT  
 
1stLT Bird 
is still 
closest to 
the head of 
the coffin, 
as indicated 
by the star 
field. 
 
The time is 
put by 
Manchester 
as still 
between 
1:52-2:02 
p.m. 
 



FILE - In this 
Monday, Nov. 25, 
1963 file photo, 
Cardinal Richard 
Cushing leads the 
procession 
bearing the coffin 
of President John 
F. Kennedy into 
St. Mathew's 
Cathedral in 
Washington. (AP 
Photo/File) AP 
 
You can see 
1stLT Bird’s 
head as he 
follows the coffin 
into the 
Cathedral. 
 
Manchester puts 
the time at 12:14 
p.m. EST on 
Monday, 
November 25, 
1963. 



The body of the 
late President 
Kennedy is 
carried from St. 
Matthews 
Cathedral in 
Washington, D.C., 
following the 
funeral Mass on 
Nov. 25. Legend 
derived. 
 
1stLT Bird is in 
his designated 
location.  
 
Manchester puts 
the time as 
between 1:05-1:21 
p.m. on Monday, 
November 25, 
1963. 
 
This is the first in 
a sequence of 
three 
photographs. 



The body of the 
late President 
Kennedy is 
carried from St. 
Matthews 
Cathedral in 
Washington, 
D.C., following 
the funeral Mass 
on Nov. 25. (SP4 
David S. 
Schwartz/US 
Army Signal 
Corps/John F. 
Kennedy 
Presidential 
Library and 
Museum/MCT)M
CT 
 
This is the second 
photo in the 
sequence.  
 
Still between 
1:05-1:21 p.m. on 
Monday, the 
25th. 



This is the third photo in the sequence. 
Note that the casket team, led by 1stLT 
Bird, has progressed to the street in 
front of the Cathedral,  in the direction 
of the waiting caisson. Mrs. Kennedy 
and Cardinal Cushing are clearly 
visible in the background. 
 
The time, according to Manchester, is 
shortly before 1:21 p.m. on Monday, 
November 25, 1963. 
 
At 1:21, young John Kennedy Jr., on 
his third birthday, will salute his 
father’s coffin, which had been lashed 
to the gun carriage for the final 
journey to Arlington National 
Cemetery.  



Pallbearers carry the casket of 
President Kennedy to the grave 
at Arlington National Cemetery 
in Arlington, Va., on Nov. 25. 
(Cecil Stoughton/John F. 
Kennedy Presidential Library 
and Museum/MCT) MCT 
 
1stLT Bird’s head is in the 
shadow, just to the left of the 
Marine casket bearer at the 
head (rear) of the coffin.  
 
The time is not precise but can 
be estimated at about 2:50 p.m. 
on Monday, November 25, 
1963. 
 
On both sides of the fiber 
runner that covered the path of 
the casket team, you can see at 
least four of the green-bereted 
guerrilla fighters (Special 
Forces) that made up the honor 
cordon. SGTMAJ Frank 
Ruddy was almost certainly 
with the honor cordon. 



Pallbearers hold 
the U.S. flag 
during the burial 
service for 
President 
Kennedy at 
Arlington 
National 
Cemetery in 
Arlington, Va., on 
Nov. 25. 
Dignitaries 
include French 
President Charles 
de Gaulle, 
President of West 
Germany Ludwig 
Erhard, Emperor 
Haile Selassie of 
Ethiopia, Queen 
Frederica of 
Greece and King 
Baudoin of 
Belgium. (Cecil 
Stoughton/John 
F. Kennedy 
Presidential 
Library and 
Museum/MCT) 
MCT 
(continued)  



You can just see the forehead and tip of 1stLT Bird’s nose at the extreme lower left in this photo. He has 
removed his hat, as during a prayer or possibly a hymn, and you can just see his white-gloved right hand, 
holding the hat. The hat is distinctive as indicated by the two gold bands (see the hats of the two Army soldiers 
standing with the casket team). 
 
The family, including Mrs. Jacqueline Kennedy, Mrs. Rose Kennedy, and both Attorney General Robert 
Kennedy and Senator Edward Kennedy, are not visible but are in an area behind the four members of the 
casket team on the right, as viewed in the photo.  
 
You can also see the rear of Cardinal Cushing’s head, which appears to touch the star field of the flag in this 
view. At a point in the service, the Marine and soldier on the two sides of the head of the coffin raised the flag, 
only at this end, in order to allow Cardinal Cushing to consecrate the ground in the name of the Church. 



Attorney General 
Robert F. 
Kennedy escorts 
Jacqueline 
Kennedy past the 
Honor Guard at 
the grave of 
President 
Kennedy, during 
the burial 
ceremony for the 
president at 
Arlington 
National 
Cemetery in 
Arlington, Va., on 
Nov. 25. Sen. 
Edward M. 
Kennedy follows 
behind. (Abbie 
Rowe/National 
Parks 
Service/John F. 
Kennedy 
Presidential 
Library and 
Museum/MCT)M
CT 
 
(continued) 



1stLT Bird is standing immediately behind the four members of the casket team on the left, again closest to the 
star field, approximately between the two Navy/Coast Guard servicemen. Robert Kennedy and Mrs. Kennedy 
had been standing to the far right but are now moving into place. In her new position, Mrs. Kennedy will receive 
the flag, once it is folded, and she will also light the eternal flame. You can see the metal support for the eternal 
flame, nestled in the pine boughs at the head of the coffin. Senator Edward Kennedy is following Mrs. Kennedy 
and his brother. The notes in his hand are prepared remarks that were originally planned to be given during the 
service. This idea was abandoned, and wisely so. Mr. John Metzler, the civilian Superintendent of Arlington 
National Cemetery, is the white-haired gentleman standing at the lower right corner of the photo. Mrs. Kennedy 
would receive the folded flag from Mr. Metzler.  
 
Manchester puts the time at between 3:07-3:13 p.m. on Monday, November 25, 1963. 



FILE - In this Thursday, Nov. 28, 1963 file photo, 
Jacqueline Kennedy, widow of President John F. 
Kennedy, kneels and makes the sign of the cross at her 
husband's grave site in front of the eternal flame in 
Arlington National Cemetery in Arlington, Va. (AP 
Photo/Bob Schutz, File) AP  
 
According to So Proudly He Served, by Annette Bird 
and Tim Prouty, 1stLT Sam Bird was on duty at the 
gravesite on the following Thursday, November 28, 
1963, three days after the President’s funeral service. 
It was early on Thanksgiving Day, and Mrs. 
Jacqueline Kennedy unexpectedly appeared to visit 
her husband’s grave. 
 
According to the book, Mrs. Kennedy spent a minute 
or so chatting with 1stLT Bird and finished by offering 
him her thanks for what he had done. 
 
It is conceivable, though perhaps unlikely, that 1stLT 
Bird is one of the three servicemen clearly visible in 
this photo.  
 
Clearly visible are the pine boughs at the head of the 
President’s grave, the eternal flame, and SGTMAJ 
Frank Ruddy’s green beret. 
 
That afternoon, in Brownsville, Tennessee, the Jackson 
High Golden Bears beat the HHS Tomcats 26-7 for the 
Big Ten Conference championship. And so it was . . . 
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