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December 21, 2014 
 
To Friends of Norman Lane, 
 
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 
 
Three very positive developments as we enter the week of Christmas: 
 
1. With deep appreciation to Lynn Shaw of Brownsville, who was a lifelong friend of Norman Jr.'s (see 
minutes 14:30-20:00 of the Memorial Tribute video), and with the support of the family, the Project is 
very pleased to announce that the bronze memorial plaque produced to remember Norman Jr.'s life and 
service—this plaque will be placed on display at the Haywood County Museum in Brownsville sometime 
over the period December 27-30. The plaque will be in Lynn's care and will be available for viewing 
during regular Museum hours. This is a long-term arrangement between the Project and Lynn and the 
Museum. The plaque was produced by Matthews International of Pittsburgh, and we hope that many of 
you will take the opportunity to view it—and to remember Norman Jr.—which is its purpose. Several 
people have expressed an interest in meeting at the Museum as/once the plaque is displayed. If you would 
like to join us, call/text me: (336) 529-2105, or Richard Carlton: (408) 828-8775. 
 
2. With deep appreciation to Senator Dolores Gresham, who represents Haywood County in the 
Tennessee Senate, the process intended to honor 1st Lt. Norman E. Lane Jr. and his memory with a 
Resolution in the Tennessee General Assembly has been initiated. Jim Duke, known to many of you in 
Brownsville and a student of Norman Jr.'s at Haywood High School over 1965-1966, has also been 
integral to this project. Stay tuned for further developments once the 2015 legislative session convenes on 
January 13. For those who are interested, a copy of the Narrative provided to Sen. Gresham is attached. 
 
3. Every Santa Claus has a lead Elf, and this year Kate Walker has filled that role admirably. As a result, 
packages were shipped out Saturday to seven of you who apparently made the top of Santa's list! Look for 
something in your mailboxes between now and Wednesday, the 31st! Three of four others also made the 
list and will get your packages in Brownsville—from Santa—in person!  

http://www.normanlanejrmemorialproject.org/ 
 



As 2014 transitions into 2015, I would like to take a moment to say a special word of Thanks! to all of those who 
have contributed—in ways large or small—to the Norman Lane Jr. Memorial Project in 2014. To all of 
those who helped with the contributions that supported the July 12 Memorial Tribute—with a special 
acknowledgment to "a fellow Vietnam Marine." To the four Vietnam Marines—Allen Willyerd, Doc 
Nunn, Tony Milazzo, and Randy Gensamer—and John Carloss, who made that an even more special 
event—to those who participated in or attended the Tribute—and to the family for their support. The list 
goes on and on, but I will just say, "Thank you all!" 
 
One special note of thanks—to Mike Reagan, Doc Nunn, and Eric Herzberg. I went back and found the 
original e-mail to Mike and Doc, dated January 22, 2014—exactly 11 months ago Monday: 
 
"Dear Mr. Reagan and Mr. Nunn, 
 
 Tho this is a long shot ..." 
 
The long shot indeed has led to something big, thanks to Mike's first response that day, to his and Eric's 
tireless efforts with the Fallen Heroes Project and Norman Jr.'s portrait sketch there, and to Doc Nunn, 
who has been a steady "insider" Vietnam Kilo 3/4 Marine rsource and connection. 
 
Finally, two other attachments from Christmas 1967 in Vietnam: 
 
First, a photo that includes LtCol. Lee Bendell, commanding officer of Norman Jr.'s 3rd Battalion, 4th 
Marines. This photo is from Michael Madden (cc'd) and was taken at the Charlie-2 battalion base area 
during the Christmas season, 1967. In the photo (L-to-R) are: Captain John Carr, Lima Co. commanding 
officer, LtCol. Bendell (call sign, "Darting Star"), Lt. Thomas Hoare, Lt. Jim Day, Lt. Steve Joyner, who 
had been a platoon mate with Norman Jr. at Quantico in The Basic School class 3-67, Foxtrot-2 platoon 
(see also the December 14 update), and Lt. Ken Christy. Recall from the December 14 update that 
Norman Jr. and Steve Joyner both arrived in Vietnam on November 15, 1967, and that Lt. Lane had 
initially been assigned as an infantry platoon commander with Lima Co., over November 15-December 8. 
My guess is that he knew everyone in this photo. Mike Madden points out that Lima 3/4 departed Charlie-
2 on Christmas Day, 1967—headed for Hill 28, 3 km northeast of Con Thien (see also the December 14 
update). 
 
Second, a companion photo taken 47 years ago today, also at Charlie-2, from Bill Willett (see also the 
December 14 update). In the photo (L-to-R) are 1st Lt. Norman E. Lane Jr., Navy Lt. and battalion 
surgeon Doc Wilson, and 1st Lt. Bill Willett. Not knowing for certain, one can presume that these three 
men also headed out on Christmas Day, for an area north of "the trace," with Darting Star and the rest of 
the battalion. 
 
God rest you merry, gentlemen,    Now to the Lord sing praises, 
Let nothing you dismay,     All you within this place, 
For Jesus Christ our Saviour    And with true love and brotherhood 
Was born upon this day,     Each other now embrace; 
To save us all from Satan's power   This holy tide of Christmas 
When we were gone astray:    All other doth deface: 

 
O tidings of comfort and joy,    O tidings of comfort and joy, 
comfort and joy,     comfort and joy, 
O tidings of comfort and joy.    O tidings of comfort and joy. 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QarRfrojE-c 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QarRfrojE-c

