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November 30, 2014 
 
To Friends of Norman Lane, 
 
 In view of the Thanksgiving weekend, a shorter note today ... which allows me to get to three 
introductions that have been on hold for some time. 
 
 Dan Moore has made contact with Jim Hughey of Fairview, TX, who was a platoon mate of Norman 
Lane's in The Basic School class 3-67, Foxtrot-2 platoon ... with Ed Kropp, Mike Hemmert, Ruff Fant, 
Will Fahey, and Dave Griswold. Cpt. Jerry Paull was their platoon commander. Jim served as an Air 
Control Officer during Vietnam and lived across the hall from Norman Jr. in Quantico, during TBS. He 
remembers Norman as, "not a typical TBS officer ... [who] through dint of hard work and determination 
made it. ... A very nice guy, a genius type and known Vandy grad." 
 
 Margaret Read and Tom Veirs are Brownsville natives living in the Boston-Cambridge area. Tom 
remembers Norman Jr. very well from the annual summer Taylor Kinfolks Camp Meetings at Tabernacle. 
Tom himself was literally packing his bags for his own Vietnam adventure with the Army in August, 
1968, when the Russians invaded Czechoslovakia. As a result the Army rerouted Tom to Germany, where 
he spent his tour in Heidelberg. 
 
 There are 50-plus Vietnam veterans (and spouses or relatives) on this list, but LtCol. Jim Tipton, U.S. 
Army (retired), of Lake Allatoona, GA, appears to have the distinction of having seen Vietnam first. 
LtCol. Tipton is also a Brownsville native who was half-brother to Mr. David "Deedum" Tipton. He was 
commissioned in the Army when he graduated from Georgia Tech and entered active duty the next March 
at Fort Knox. Richard Carlton and I did not start the first grade at Anderson Grammar School until later 
that year! 
 
 But it could be said that Richard and I have known Jim for almost 50 years. When we were attending 
the eigth grade at Anderson in 1965-1966, a teacher who knew then-Captain Jim Tipton prevailed upon 
him to come to Anderson and talk to the assembled students about a place we had not heard of—
VIETNAM! Cpt. Tipton had completed a tour (likely 1964-1965) with the growing Military Assistance 
Command-Vietnam (MAC-V), as a military advisor with the South Vietnamese Regional and Popular 
Forces. So he came to talk to us about Vietnam—sometime over the 1965-1966 school year ... about the 
culture of Vietnam, about how the war in Vietnam was going, and about his personal adventures in 
Vietnam. There was a war going on, as evidenced by the fact that 15 American servicemen received the 
Medal of Honor for their actions over 1963-1965. These included three aviation and infantry officers who 
were awarded the Medal of Honor for their actions during the Battle of the Ia Drang Valley and Army 
SP5 Lawrence Joel, of Winston-Salem, NC. 
 
 Later, Major Jim Tipton did a second tour in Vietnam (I Corps), serving as deputy for operations (S-3) 
with 3rd Squadron, 5th Cavalry, just south of the Demilitarized Zone. Three troops of 3/5 Cavalry had  
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been moved to Dong Ha (where Norman Lane and many, many other Marines began their tours in 1967) in 
mid-March, 1968, and continued to serve in Vietnam until November, 1971. During this period they were 
attached to different Divisions of the Army and Marines, including the 3d Marine Division. The area of 
operation extended from Quang Tri to the Laotian border—many of the old Marine strong points that Norman 
Lane and 3/4 Marines had held in 1967-1968. Jim saw Cam Lo, Khe Sanh, Camp Carroll, The Rockpile, etc. 
 
 The day before Thanksgiving we took possession here in Winston-Salem of the bronze memorial plaque 
remembering 1st Lt. Norman Lane Jr., which was produced by Matthews International Corporation, Bronze 
Division, of Pittsburgh. The plaque will be delivered to Brownsville over the Christmas holidays, where the 
metal frame will be fixed for mounting on the Tabernacle Cemetery gate. 
 
 In business developments, the Norman Lane Jr. Memorial Project, which has been registered with the State 
of Tennessee as a Non-Profit Corporation, has now received tax-exempt 501(c)(3) status from the Internal 
Revenue Service. The Project should receive notification Monday of its new Dun & Bradstreet DUNS Number, 
and our first proposal to a federal funding agency (National Endowment for the Humanities), as a tax-exempt 
Non-Profit Corporation, will be submitted Tuesday, December 9.   


