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March 8, 2015 
 
To Friends of Norman Lane, 
 
A short note today to congratulate Michael Reagan (above, photo credit Allen Willyerd) on his selection last 
week as one of three 2015 Citizen Service Before Self Honorees, selected by the Congressional Medal of Honor 
Society and Foundation. Michael's citation reads in part, "We selected you for this honor based on your 
willingness to serve others by founding the non-profit Fallen Heroes Project, which provides hand-drawn 
portraits to the families of all servicemen and women who have been killed in Iraq and Afghanistan." Doc Nunn 
told me of this well deserved recognition for Michael a few days ago. 
 
I have never met Michael in person or spoken with him by phone, but it was a chance e-mail contact with 
Michael in January, 2014, that introduced me to Doc Nunn, Eric Herzberg, and the Fallen Heroes Project, and it 
was Michael who volunteered to do the portrait sketch of Norman Lane that now resides with his Tribute on the 
Fallen Heroes Project site (http://www.fallenheroesproject.org/united-states/norman-e-lane/). This led to our 
being able to host Doc, Allen Willyerd, Tony Milazzo, and Randy Gensamer, all of Kilo Company, 3rd Battalion, 
4th Marines, for the Memorial Tribute to Norman last July. In a larger sense, that initial contact with Michael and 
Doc has been responsible for our ability to launch the Memorial Project honoring Norman and the many others 
who served, and sacrificed, in Vietnam. 
 
For more information on this tremendous honor and recognition for Michael, please see: 
(http://www.cmohfoundation.org/#!honorees/c10wz). More could be said, but I will stop here with a simple, 
"Thank you, Michael, and congratulations on this well deserved recognition."  
 
Very respectfully, 
 
Al Claiborne 

http://www.normanlanejrmemorialproject.org/ 
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